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THE NIGEL KNEALE CENTURY 

This issue we celebrate the centenary 

of Nigel Kneale (born 28 April 1922), 
whose work as a screenwriter at the BBC 
in the 1950s revolutionised television 
drama with plays like Nineteen-Eighty 
Four and The Creature and the three 
Quatermass serials. Eschewing the polite 
certainties of contemporary TV, Kneale 
introduced weighty themes and science 
fiction elements, bringing an ambition 
and excitement to the small screen 
rarely seen at the time. Kneale’s work 
will probably need little introduction 

to forteans, but they will certainly 
appreciate Kneale expert Jon Dear’s 
overview of his life and legacy, and will 
doubtless be as thrilled as we were by 
the previously unseen photos from his 
father’s work shared with us by Matthew 
Kneale. Elsewhere in the issue, Barry 
Baldwin, Gary Lachman and SD Tucker 
focus on the esoteric and historical 
oddities underlying Russia’s invasion 

of Ukraine - a crisis producing its own 
strange phenomena, Angels of Mons 
like, amid the horror, with reports of 
angels, aerial ghosts and UFOs. 


THE VANISHING ISSUE MYSTERY 
Strange phenomena seemed to affect 
the distribution of FT416, our March 
issue, with swathes of copies going 
missing across Yorkshire, Lancashire 
and parts of the Midlands. The official 
explanation was that Royal Mail had 
suffered a problem, but it could have 
been the boggarts, displeased by being 
exposed in our cover story. Replacement 
copies should have been sent out to all 
those subscribers who got in touch with 
our publisher, but if you still haven’t 
received your issue, please email hello@ 
metropolis.co.uk with your name and 
postcode (and new subscriber ID if you 
know it) where help is at hand. 


SLIMMER, BUT NOT LIGHTER 

You may have noticed that this issue 

of FT contains fewer pages than usual. 
In recent months we have seen paper 
shortages and unprecedented increases 
in printing costs hitting the magazine 
industry hard; gigantic hikes in energy 
costs mean that further surcharges are 
just around the corner. In an attempt to 
deal with this situation, the decision has 
been taken to reduce pagination from 
80 to 72 pages. While this will obviously 
make for a slimmer magazine, the good 
news is that the page reduction will not 
be taking a toll on our editorial content 
but only on our adverts: from now on 
you will find far fewer ads in FT, but the 
same quantity of weirdness you’ve come 
to expect. 


ERRATA 

FT416:44: Nik Samson emailed with 
the following question: “Rob Gandy's 
article on Lincolnshire mentions an 
ostrich on the A45. The A45, as far as 
Tm aware, doesn’t go to or through 
Lincolnshire. Does he mean the A46?” 
We contacted Rob, who placed the 
blame for this error with us, writing: 
“Tt always makes sense to check your 
sources, and mine was... [drum roll!] 
Fortean Times! I just dug out FT111:08 
and I have quoted what it says correctly. 
Maybe I should have double-checked 
the quoted road, but it does say that 
the event took place in Lincolnshire, 
so I probably deemed it unnecessary. 
My guess is that because it says that 
the ostrich was running at 45mph, it 
was a typo that slipped in.” Either that, 
or the speeding ostrich had travelled 
well beyond Lincolnshire and into the 
Midlands... 
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GHOSTS, ANGELS AND UFOS 


The Russian invasion of Ukraine has thrown up reports of weird goings-on 


THE GHOST OF KYIV 

In the early days of the 
invasion, Ukrainian resolve 

was considerably boosted by 
tales of the “Ghost of Kyiv”, a 
pilot flying a MIG-29 fighter jet 
who, it was claimed, had single- 
handedly shot down at least six, 
and possibly 10 Russian planes 
in the first few days of the war, 
making the “Ghost” the first 
fighter ace of the 21st century 

- to be acclaimed as an “ace”, 

a pilot needs to have five or 
more confirmed kills. Confusion 
reigned as to the pilot’s identity, 
with both female and male pilots 
being alleged to be the Ghost. 
A tweet by former Ukrainian 
president Petro Poroshenko, 
supposedly showing the Ghost, 
turned out to be a reused image 
from a 2019 Ukraine Ministry 
of Defence post of a pilot 
testing a new helmet. Footage 
also circulated showing aerial 
footage of the Ghost winning a 
dogfight, which was shown to be 
computer generated imagery 
from the 2013 video game 
Digital Combat Simulator that 
the originator had posted as a 
tribute to the Ghost, urging them 
to keep fighting, but which later 
got forwarded, including by the 
Ukraine’s armed forces, without 
this caveat. The armed forces 
also posted a picture of the 
alleged Ghost captioned “Hello, 
occupier, I’m coming for your 
soul!”. Military commentators 
doubted the reality of the Ghost, 
as it is extremely rare for planes 
to get shot down in direct aerial 
combat today, particularly as 
Ukraine has strong missile 
defences and would be more 
likely to use those against 
Russian jets. Tom Demerly of 
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She hurled a 

jar of pickled 
tomatos, scoring 
a direct hit 


The Aviationist said that the 
Ghost of Kyiv is an “example of 
bizarre distortions... amplified 
by the chaos of war.” It is true, 
though, that Ukraine downed 


ABOVE: Fan art showing the “Ghost of 
Kyiv” in action. LEFT: A photo purporting 
to show the Ghost turned out to be 

a reused image. BELOW: Traditional 
pickled tomatoes proved a powerful 
weapon in one grandma's hands. 


at least six Russian planes in 
the first few days of the war, but 
this was not the work of just 
one pilot, and while he or she 

is almost certainly an urban 
legend, the “Ghost of Kyiv” was 
an undeniable morale booster 
for the people of Ukraine when 
they were in severe need of one. 
Times, 11 Mar 2022. 


PICKLE-PACKIN' GRANDMA 
It seems MIGs and missiles 

are not the only thing Ukraine 
is successfully using against 


. STRANGE DAYS 


Russian air power. In Kyiv, a 
grandmother, named only as 
Elena, took out a suspected 
enemy drone by throwing a 

jar of pickles at it. Originally 
thought to be another morale- 
boosting myth, this was later 
confirmed by the news outlet 
Liga (Life). It seems Elena 
was sitting on her balcony 
smoking just before dawn when 
she heard a buzzing sound 

and saw something hovering 
near her block of flats. At 

first, she thought it was a bird, 
but then she realised it was 

a drone and grabbed a jar of 
pickled tomatoes and hurled 
them at the device, scoring 

a direct hit and sending it 
crashing to the ground. She 
was particularly concerned 

to clarify to the media the 
exact nature of the missile as 
initial reports had said she 
used pickled cucumbers: “I 
don’t know where the fables 
about cucumbers came from,” 
she said. Elena then broke the 
debris into several pieces and 
disposed of them in separate 
bins in case the operators were 
running tracking or recording 
software and swept the street so 
that local dogs didn’t cut their 
paws on any remaining shards. 
businessinsider.com, 8 Mar 2022. 


ANGEL OF KYIV 

Also boosting morale was a 
classic example of “Angel of 
Mons” style pareidolia, showing 
a cloud in the shape of an angel 
hanging over Kyiv, posted on 
the Ukraine Updates Twitter 
account after Major Archbishop 
Sviatoslav Shevchuk, leader of 
the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church, said “We perceive 
today that the Archangel 
Michael together with the 
whole Heavenly Host is fighting 
for Ukraine. So many people 
from throughout Ukraine are 
turning to me saying that they 
saw luminous angels over the 
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ABOVE LEFT: The angelic cloud figure above Kyiv shared on social media. ABOVE RIGHT: Alicia Martinez's bleeding St Michael. 


land of Ukraine.” The Archangel 
Michael is the patron saint of Kyiv. 
However, fact-checkers from USA 
Today claimed the image was some 
years old and predated the Russian 
invasion. catholicnewsagency.com, 
USA Today, 4 Mar 2022. 


ST MICHAEL AND THE DEVIL 
For some reason St Michael also 
seems to have chosen Broomfield, 

a suburb of Denver in Colorado, to 
express his feelings about the war. 
On 23 February, just as the invasion 
was beginning. Alicia Martinez, 57, 
found that her statue of St Michael 
was apparently bleeding from the 
forehead and posted a video on 
Facebook showing it with a red 
liquid running down its face. “It was 
dripping, like when you cut yourself 
and the blood drips out; that’s how 
it was,” she said. Originally from 
Mexico, Martinez called a friend 
there who is a priest. He told 

her that what was occurring was 
marvellous and that her home was 
blessed. Another friend, a sister in 
a religious order, told her the blood 


would continue to flow until it 
reached the head of the Devil on 
which St Michael was standing; 
and, indeed, Martinez reports 
that the statue bled for a week, 
then stopped when the liquid 
fell on the Devil’s head. As to 
whether the Catholic Church 
sees this as a genuine miracle, 
Mark Haas, public relations 
director for the Archdiocese of 
Denver, said that they had “just 
recently been informed of this 
claim and we will investigate.” 
ncregister.com, 8 Mar 2022. 


SPACESHIP MIRACLE 

Tales of more direct divine 
intervention are being reported 
as well. The Christian Broadcast 
Network (CBN) carried a report 
from its Ukraine Director, 
Kostyantine Lytvynenko, in 
which he tells a story apparently 
shared with him by an unnamed 
man whose son is serving with 
the Ukraine military in an 
undisclosed location. According 
to Lytvynenko, this man told 


him that “one dark night” early 
in the war his son’s unit found 
themselves under attack from 
Russian tanks and mobile 
units, heavily outnumbered 
and outgunned. Faced with 
this onslaught, the boy picked 
up his phone and called his 
father saying, “Dad, you have 
to pray right now. We’re ina 
situation”, so the father called 
other members of their church 
who all prayed fervently for 
the boy and his unit. Later, 
Lytvynenko said, the boy called 
his father once more and said 
“There’s some miracle that 
happened. It looked like an 
attack [on the Russians] from a 
spaceship. There was some kind 
of lightning shooting from the 
sky and sparks were spreading 
everywhere.” Indeed, in the 
morning they found the Russian 
tanks and other units destroyed. 
www1.cbn.com, 3 Mar 2022. 

For more UFOs over Ukraine, 
see Nigel Watson’s “Saucers of 
the Damned” on p.26. 


FT'S FAVOURITE HEADLINES 
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D.Star, 20 Jan 2021. 
Wild boar on 
streets of Rome 
are being used 
against me says 
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ROBOT ESCAPE 


Orchard Park Travelodge near Cam- 
bridge lost one of its new robot 
vacuum cleaners when it failed to 
stop at the front door and fled into 
the outside world. “They normally 
sense the lip at the entrance [to 
the hotel] and turn around, but 
this one decided to make a run for 
it,” said the assistant manager. In 
social media posts staff asked the 
public to look out for it, trigger- 

ing responses from well-wishers 
who hoped it enjoyed its travels 

as “it has no natural predators”, 
although one pointed out that 
“nature abhors a vacuum”. It was 
found under a hedge the next day. 
BBC News, 22 Jan 2022. 


PUZZLING PORCUPINE 


Firefighters in Harston, Cam- 
bridgeshire, on an early morning 
call-out, were surprised to see 

a porcupine on the loose in the 
village, managing to take a photo 
of the creature as it scuttled under 
a gate. The rodents are found in 
America, Africa, Asia and parts of 
Europe, but not the UK. A check on 
the local wildlife park found none 
of their porcupines missing, and lo- 
cal vets and animal rescue centres 
said no one had reported one lost. 
BBC News, 4 Aug 2021. 


BORED NOW 


A security guard from a private 
company on his first day of duty at 
an art gallery in The Yeltsin Centre 
in Ekaterinburg, Russia, decided to 
combat boredom by drawing eyes 
with a ballpoint pen on two of the 
deliberately featureless faces of a 
painting he was meant to be guard- 
ing, “Three Figures” by Anna Lepor- 
skaya, dating from the 1930s. He 
now faces a criminal charge and a 
potential three months in prison, 
but the picture can be restored. 
Apnew.com, 10 Feb 2022. 
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MEDICAL BAG 


Spoon-swallowing, nail-hammering and a 
beany penis are among this month's problems 


LADY READING HOSPITAL 


ABOVE: A pregnant woman in Peshawar, Pakistan, appeared in hospital with a nail hammered into her skull to ensure a male baby. 


NAILED IT! 

Medics examining a pregnant 
woman who arrived at the Lady 
Reading Hospital in Peshawar, 
Pakistan, bleeding heavily 

from the head found that the 
cause was a two-inch (5cm) nail 
hammered into her skull. The 
woman said that she had been 
advised by a local “healer” to 
recite specific chants while 
hammering a nail into her 

head to ensure that her unborn 
child was a boy. “She said that 
a woman in her locality did the 
same and gave birth to a boy 
even though the ultrasound had 
shown her unborn child to be a 
girl,” said a doctor. The woman 
already had four daughters 

and was desperate for a son as 
her husband had threatened 

to leave her if she had another 
daughter; she had not, though, 
had an ultrasound scan to reveal 
the child’s sex before taking this 
drastic measure. After taking 
an X-ray, doctors determined 
that it would be impossible for 
the woman to have hammered 
the nail in herself, but rather 
than go to police, they posted 
the X-ray online. This alerted 
the authorities, who are now 
searching for the woman, who 
left hospital after having the 
nail removed without giving her 
name, or identifying the healer 
or the person who hammered the 
nail into her skull.thedailybeast. 
com, 9 Feb 2022. 


He had swallowed 
an eight-inch 
spoon as a bet 
while drunk 


SPOON SURPRISE 

An unnamed man from 
Xinjiang in China turned up 

at Meikuang General Hospital 
after a punch to the chest 
caused him excruciating pain 
and trouble breathing. While 
being examined he casually 
mentioned that he had a spoon 
stuck in his oesophagus, which 
might be contributing to his 
discomfort. It seems that, a year 
before, he had swallowed an 
8in (20cm) stainless steel spoon 
as a bet while drunk, claiming 
he could swallow it, then pull 

it up again with a string tied 

to the handle; but he failed, 
leaving the piece of cutlery 
stuck in his throat. Rather than 
going to hospital, he decided to 
see if it got in the way of him 
eating and drinking, and when 
it didn’t, he just got on with life 
until the punch dislodged it. “I 
was shocked. I have never seen 
anything like this,” said Dr Yu 
Xiwu, who removed the spoon. 
“When we admitted the patient, 
his oesophagus was already 
infected.” Dr Yu and his team 
took two hours to coax the spoon 


back up the man’s cesophagus 
using endoscopy equipment. The 
patient made a full recovery. 
dailymail.co.uk, 11 Jun 2019. 


BLOOD MONEY 

A 31-year-old security guard 
named only as Li was lured 

to southern China’s Guangxi 
Zhuang autonomous region by a 
fake job ad and was kidnapped 
by a gang who initially tried 

to force him to work in their 
online fraud operations. When 
he refused, they then sold him to 
another gang in Cambodia who 
imprisoned him in Sihanoukville 
city and used him as a “blood 
slave” under a threat of selling 
him to organ harvesters. Every 
month they reportedly extracted 
270z (800ml) of blood from him 
to sell online to private buyers. 
This is considerably above the 
normal amount for a blood 
donation, which is around 160z 
(470ml). While the human body 
can replace the blood volume 
within 24 to 48 hours, it takes 
up around 10 to 12 weeks to 
replenish the red blood cells, so 
it is recommended that you wait 
at least eight weeks between 
making blood donations to 
allow this to happen. Li said he 
was kept captive with at least 
seven other men, but that he 
had more blood taken from him 
than the others as he had type 
O negative blood, which can 

be used in anyone, making it 


MEIKUANG GENERAL HOSPITAL 


ABOVE: A Xinjiang man swallowed a spoon in a drunken bet gone wrong; it only started to hurt after he was punched a year later. 


“quite valuable”. Eventually, 
his blood was so depleted 

that the gang could no longer 
extract it from his arms and 
started taking it from his head 
and neck instead. By the time 
Li managed to escape with the 
help of one of the gang members 
he was suffering from multiple 
organ failure and his arms were 
heavily bruised and covered in 
needle marks. He is reported to 
be making a good recovery in 
hospital. scmp.com, 17 Feb 2022. 


CHEATING IMPLANT 

After spending 11 years at 
medical school and repeatedly 
failing his final exams, an 
unnamed student at the 
Mahatma Gandhi Medical 
College in India resorted to an 
extreme approach to pass on his 
last permitted attempt. As exam 
cheating is a serious problem in 
India, universities employ “flying 
squads” of invigilators who can 
step in and investigate students 
suspected of cheating. A member 
of the university squad, Dr Vivek 
Sathe, was frisking the student 
before the exam and found a 
forbidden mobile phone in his 
pocket, turned on and linked 

to a Bluetooth device; he could 
not find the connected device, 
though. Under interrogation, 
the student admitted to 

having a skin-coloured micro- 
receiver implanted in his ear 

by a surgeon, probably a bone 
conduction hearing aid that 
vibrates and transmits the 
resulting sound to the receptors 
of the inner ear via the bone it 
is attached to. Dr Anand Rai, 


who was a whistleblower in 

a major Indian exam-rigging 
scandal, claimed that this was 
easy to do and had been used in 
exam scams since at least 2013. 
hindustantimes.com, 22 Feb 2022. 


PENIS PERILS 

When Daniel Barry, 32, woke up 
with a larger than usual erection, 
he was initially pleased, but the 
excitement wore off when he 
started to feel dizzy and unwell, 
particularly when he examined 
his penis with the light on and 
found that the additional size 
was down to a red, pus-filled 
lump on the end. Googling this 
he realised he had been bitten 
by a false widow spider and was 
panicked to find that the online 
prognosis was that his penis was 
likely to fall off within seven 
days. Fortunately, a visit to the 
doctor, who thought there was 
probably a spider in his boxer 
shorts when he put them on, 
put his mind at rest, and some 
antibiotics dealt with the lump. 
Sun, 21 Dec 2021. 


e A paper in the British Medical 
Journal in June documented the 
first case of a vertical penile 
fracture during sex. The injury 
occurred when the victim’s 
partner accidentally sat on his 
member and crushed it, causing 
a 3in (7.5cm) vertical tear in the 
shaft resulting in swelling and 
bruising that made it look like 
an aubergine. Fortunately, swift 
medical treatment enabled the 
victim to resume sexual activity 
within six months with no lasting 
effects. Sun, 3 July 2021. 


© The journal Urology Case 
Reports recently featured a 
somewhat startling case report 
on a 30-year-old man from 
Michigan who took himself to 
A&E when he got six kidney 
beans jammed in his urethra 
and was unable to remove them. 
He had inserted the beans 

with the intention of expelling 
them when he ejaculated, but 
this had failed to happen. He 
said this was something he had 
done successfully several times 
before, but with fewer beans. 
He had attempted removal with 
a pair of tweezers, but had not 
succeeded and, as the beans 
were preventing him from 
urinating, he had sought medical 
attention. 

Doctors removed most of the 
beans, which each measured 
15mm (0.6in) by 7mm (0.3in), 
by applying numbing cream 
and squeezing them out, and 
the remainder with surgical 
implements. Fortunately, only 
minimal trauma was caused 
and the man was able to leave 
hospital the next day. 

The report’s authors said that 
the desire to insert things into 
the urethra like this sometimes 
resulted from psychiatric illness 
or, bizarrely, attempts to “relieve 
urinary obstruction”, but also 
mentioned the sexual practice 
of “sounding”. They cited a 
sounding case in which a man 
in Saudi Arabia had kept a pair 
of tweezers in his urethra for 
four years, but admitted that 
research in this area is lacking 
due to its “taboo nature”. nypost. 
com, 13 Aug 2021. 


HELL CLOSING 


The “Gateway to Hell” in Turk- 
menistan is a giant flaming crater 
in the Karakum Desert that has 
been burning for decades, prob- 
ably due to a Soviet gas drilling 
operation going wrong in 1971. It 
is now one of the country’s main 
tourist attractions. President 
Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov, 
though, has instructed officials to 
“find a solution to extinguish the 
fire”, saying: “We are losing valu- 
able natural resources for which 
we could get significant profits.” 
He also told officials to extinguish 
it in 2010, to little effect, and in 
2018 officially renamed it “The 
Shining of Karakum”. BBC News, 
8 Jan 2022. 


SNACK NESS MONSTER 


A seller in the US has been of- 
fering a Cheeto corn puff in the 
shape of the Loch Ness Monster 
for sale on eBay for the eye-wa- 
tering price of £633,784, saying: 
“Must purchase at $100,000 or 
higher to own one of the world’s 
most expensive Cheetos; maybe 
you can set a world record!” 
Another Nessie Cheeto was also 
available at a more modest £217. 
There is no evidence that either 
fetched their asking price. D. Star, 
28 Dec 2021. 


TOUGH NUT 


When Suchi Chaudhary, a local 
politician in Bijor, India, took 

part in a traditional ceremony to 
bless a new road, she expected 
the coconut she hurled at the 
road to crack, not the highway. 
When she threw it, the coconut 
bounced and rolled away, leaving 
a dent in the tarmac; a second 
attempt was no more successful. 
She then sat down in the road to 
protest at its poor construction 
and only relented when magis- 
trates agreed to prosecute those 
responsible. Times, 8 Dec 2021. 


TYRED ELK 


After two years and four at- 
tempts, Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife staff were able to remove 
a car tyre from around the neck 
of a 270kg (43.5 stone) bull elk. 
They had to tranquillise the ani- 
mal and cut off his antlers to free 
him. Officer Scott Murdoch said: 
“We would have preferred to cut 
the tyre and leave the antlers... 
but the situation was dynamic 
and we had to just get the tyre 
off.” <i>, 13 Oct 2021 
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GREEN FUTURE 


Jemima Packington has made a 
number of predictions for 2022 
using a novel method involving 
tossing asparagus spears in the 
air and interpreting how they fall 
(FT351:20). Nicknamed “Mystic 
Veg”, Packington predicts that 
Boris Johnson will remain PM for 
2022, that Kier Starmer will re- 
sign as Labour leader, Manches- 
ter City will not win the League 
Cup, but rank outsiders Croatia 
will be taking home the World 
Cup. D.Mirror, 1 Jan 2022. 


STILL COOKING 


Anthony and Marion James are 
still using the same cooker they 
bought as Newlyweds 61 years 
ago. They have cooked daily on 
the Parkinson Cowan Prince Two 
ever since, without it ever need- 
ing maintenance. Marion, 84, 
said: “They were made well back 
then.” D.Mirror, 17 Dec 2021. 


ILLEGIBLE THIEF 


Alan Slattery, 67, of St Leonards- 
on-Sea, Sussex, attempted to 
rob the Eastbourne branch of 
the Nationwide Building Society 
Branch, but failed because cash- 
iers could not read the handwrit- 
ing on his note. He fled, but was 
later rounded up by police who 
matched CCTV images with his 
pensioner’s bus pass photo. 
Metro, 12 Aug 2021. 


MAN OF STEEL 


Barry Nugent from Swindon was 
a welder who founded the firm 
Stainless Steel Design Services. 
When he died aged 73, he opted 
to be buried in a stainless-steel 
coffin. His widow Sue said: “It’s 
the first ever stainless-steel cof- 
fin made in the UK... what a fit- 
ting tribute.” Metro, 6 Jan 2022. 
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CREEPY FINDS 


BAD NEWS ART 

An eBay seller using the 
pseudonym “Dan Smith” 

has been attempting to sella 
painting that he says “ruined 
his life”. Describing himself as 
a “collector of weird things”, 
Smith says he found the picture 
at a flea market and bought it 
for $50 even though the seller 
warned him that the painting 
was “bad news”. In his eBay 
listing he says: “It looked 
adorable, with two innocent- 
seeming dolls portrayed in it... 
but she was right - don’t be 
deceived.” Apparently, as soon 
as he got the painting home, 
Smith found himself on “an epic 
losing streak”; he was plagued 
by insomnia, sickness, loneliness 
and unease, his house was 
found to have a serious insect 
infestation, and his beloved 
hamster died suddenly, despite 
being in “perfect health”. “I 
don’t know whose cursed blood 
was mixed in with the paint to 
create this piece, but its powers 
are strong,” he said. When he 
bought the picture, it reminded 
him of rebirth, but he has come 
to believe it “only represents 
the end of things”. Pre-empting 
questions as to why he’s selling 
it, rather than destroying the 
picture, Smith says: “Who’s to 
say that by burning it ’'m not 
just going to make things 10 
times worse? No, I don’t want 
to risk that, I’d rather sell it to 
some poor soul who doesn’t 
believe this story, or, even 
scarier, some brave soul who 
does.” ladbible.com, 2 Mar 2022. 


CREEPY CLOWN TIME 

A Belfast family were 
disconcerted after a bizarre 
clown painting appeared in 
their back garden. The image, 
painted on a concrete slab, 
shows a clown holding a candle 
on one side and has a biblical 
verse inscribed on the back 
reading, “Let your light shine, 
Matthew 5:16”. Homeowner 
Mark, 38, said: “When my 

wife and I left for work in the 
morning as normal, it wasn’t 
there, but when she got home in 
the mid-afternoon, she looked 
out the window and noticed 
it.” Friends and neighbours 


Acursed painting, a clown in the garden 
and a spooky TikTok house renovation 


TOP: Dan Smith’s cursed eBay painting. ABOVE: The creepy Belfast garden clown. 


denied it was a prank. “We have 
no idea who would do this, but 
with two children at home, it’s 
so unsettling,” Mark added. 
belfasttelegraph.co.uk, 26 Jan 
2022. 


MYSTERY BOX 

A TikTok user in Wales, known 
as @geebeetv, who was using the 
video app to document progress 
on his house renovation, found 
something bricked up in his 
attic wall: a small locked 
wooden box with a pentagram 
and “peidiwch ar ryddhau”, 
Welsh for “do not release”, 
carved into it. A week later he 
found a mirror in a corner of 
the loft that rattled when he 
moved it. Suspecting there was 
something hidden behind it, he 
smashed the glass and found 

a small key, which fitted the 
lock on the wooden box. More 
than 25 million people have 
viewed @geebeetv’s videos, 
and while some felt he was 
tempting fate by smashing the 
mirror and urged him to leave 


the box alone, many wanted to 
see what it contained. As he was 
clearly not the superstitious 
type, @geebeetv used the key 
and looked inside the box. It 
contained a number of items 
that he described as “really 
strange”, including a pendant 
necklace, a burned piece of a 
Ouija board, a lock of hair and 
another key. Next, he says he 
found a second box, coated in 
wax, with a hole that this key 
fitted, but he couldn’t get the 
lock to work; he was going to 
get some tools to force it open, 
but has posted nothing since. 
The saga attracted a huge 
following, some of whom were 
not convinced by the mystery, 
calling it “staged”, while 

others have been spooked, 
commenting: “This is literally 
the plot to 99% of horror 
movies”, and “I would say 
breaking a mirror gives you 
seven years bad luck, but I think 
that’s the least of your worries 
at this point”. walesonline.co.uk, 
ladbible.com, 7 Mar 2022. 
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LIFE REVIEW 


In a recent paper in the journal 
Frontiers in Aging Neuroscience 
a group of researchers report 
on a one-off opportunity to 
gain a deeper understanding 
of what happens in the human 
brain as we die. An 87-year-old 
man with epilepsy, in hospital 
to have his brain scanned for 
signs of seizures after falling 
and striking his head, had 
a heart attack while being 
scanned, dying shortly after. 
This meant that his brainwaves 
were being recorded throughout 
the process, from 30 seconds 
prior to the heart attack until 
after the patient’s heart stopped 
beating. 

“This was actually totally 
by chance - we did not plan to 
do this experiment or record 
these signals,” said study 
leader Dr Ajmal Zemmar, a 
neurosurgeon at the University 
of Louisville, Kentucky. In the 
30 seconds before the patient’s 
heart stopped, his brainwaves 
followed the kind of patterns 
seen when we are conscious and 
highly alert, such as when we 
are concentrating, dreaming or 
recalling memories, and these 
continued for 30 seconds after 
the patient’s heart stopped 
beating. These brainwaves 
are also linked to conscious 
perception, memory retrieval 
and information processing, 
particularly memory flashbacks, 
which supports reports from 
people who have had near-death 
experiences (NDEs) where 
they find themselves recalling 
important life events in rapid 
succession (see FT159:34-40). 

While the researchers are 
cautious about the larger 
implications of their findings, 
given that this is a single case 
and the patient had experienced 
a head injury, they do note that 
the brainwave patterns are 
similar to those recorded in 
rats when they die, suggesting 
that it is possible that the 
brain’s response to death is 
consistent across species. The 
similarities are “astonishing”, 
Dr Zemmar said. “Something 
we may learn from this research 
is: although our loved ones 
have their eyes closed and are 
ready to leave us to rest, their 


His brainwaves 
were recorded 
after his heart 
stopped beating 


brains may be replaying some 
of the nicest moments they 
experienced in their lives,” 
he added. “These findings 
challenge our understanding 
of when exactly life ends and 
generate important subsequent 
questions, such as those 
related to the timing of organ 
donation.” 

It has been suggested 
that the experiences people 
have when using the drug 
dimethyltryptamine (DMT) 
are similar to NDEs, and that 
the brain releases a DMT-like 
substance as we die. New 
research, though, suggests 
this is probably not the case. 
Researchers carried out 
brain scans and interviewed 
regular DMT users about 
their experiences, finding 
that DMT produces changes 
in brainwaves that are more 
like those found when people 
are dreaming. Also, rather 
than the kind of reflective 
life reviewing or “journey 
into the light” experiences 
of NDEs, DMT users seemed 
to experience novel worlds 


Life does flash before your eyes before you 
die, it turns out, but it doesn't work on drugs... 


and meet completely new 
entities while on the drug. “The 
two broadest, most generic 
dimensions to the experience 
were... entering Other Worlds 
and Encountering Other 
Beings. In fact, 100% of our 36 
interviews involved the former, 
and 94% (34) demonstrated 

the latter,” said study author 
Pascal Michael of the University 
of Greenwich. He added that 
when DMT users encountered 
“humanoid” entities during 
their experiences, these would 
often have “stylised features 
such as being clown-like or even 
octopoid, with an often shifting, 
sometimes geometric form,” 
and that the encounters usually 
involved the entity teaching or 
presenting the experiencer with 
something. “These meetings 
were also overwhelmingly 
positive, with over half of 
participants conveying the 
entities’ enchanting nature... 
Almost half felt some, usually 
‘telepathic, communication from 
the entity, mostly happening 

to be on the subject of cosmic 
insight or love for others and 
oneself,” he said. This makes 
the DMT experience closer to 
dreaming, alien abductions or 
shamanic experiences, and only 
superficially like NDEs, conclude 
the researchers. psypost. 

org, 21 Feb; zmescience.com, 
technologynetworks.com, 22 Feb; 
BBC News, 23 Feb 2022. 


CHRISTMAS SURPRISE 


Spanish police arresting two drug 
dealers discovered a novel scheme 
— they had been selling €5 (£4.20) 
tickets for a raffle where winners 
would get a “narco basket” con- 
taining booze, cocaine, hashish, 
tobacco, cash, and even an eight 
kilo (17.6lbs) cured ham. One draw 
was scheduled for Christmas day, 
the other for 6 January, Epiphany, 
when Spanish children traditionally 
receive their presents. There was a 
list of ticket holders pinned to the 
wall; they are likely to be rewarded 
with a police visit rather than a raf- 
fle prize. <i>. 22 Dec 2021. 


ANAKED MAN.... 


Gallows Down near Combe in 
Berkshire has had a gallows on 

it since the 17" century, but in 
recent months it has also been the 
persistent haunt of a naked man. 
“It’s freaking people out. The guy 
just stands and stares. He hasn’t 
got any clothes on,” said one local. 
He has also been seen riding a 
bike nearby, still naked, and seems 
undeterred by cold weather. “It can 
be windy and cold up there... but he 
doesn’t seem to worry about being 
naked, which is a bit disturbing,” 
said another Combe resident. Sun, 
3 Jan 2022. 


..- AND ANOTHER 


When Bethany Coker of Nanaimo, 
Canada, found mud on her car 
seats she just cleaned them and 
forgot about it. Three days later, 
though, she found the car windows 
mysteriously fogged up and while 
investigating heard a voice say 
“Hey”. She opened the boot, which 
contained a naked man who admit- 
ted having been there for three 
days, saying, “Yes, it’s a rite of 
passage.” Coker, who initially had 
trouble getting police to believe the 
tale, said: “We've been to the gro- 
cery store together, we've got sushi 
together, gas together. We’ve been 
to work twice. Not a single word.” 
globalnews.ca, 4 Feb 2022. 


FROG HORROR 


After he began to have epileptic 
fits, a Shanghai man went to 
Shanghai First People’s Hospital 
for a CT scan where he was found 
to have a three-inch (7.6cm) worm 
in his brain. He is believed to have 
contracted it through eating live 
frogs after a neighbour told him 

it would cure his bad back. After 
the parasite was removed, the fits 
stopped. Metro, 26 Jul 2021. 
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STRANGE DAYS 


SIDELINES... 


Sad stories of corpses 
kept, found or forgotten 


BODIES OF EVIDENCE 


WALKING DEAD 


Two men from County Carlow, 
Ireland, are being investigated after 
they attempted to claim a dead 
man’s pension by taking his corpse, 
held up between them, to a post 
office. After being challenged by a 
member of staff, they dropped the 
body and fled. When police caught 
up with the pair, Gareth Coakley and 
the dead man’s nephew, Declan 
Haughney, they insisted that the 
deceased, Peadar Doyle, 66, “was 
alive when we left the house”. BBC 
News, 21 Jan; sundayworld.com, 
23 Jan 2022. 


TURBULENT PRIEST 


Luca Mori, a defrocked Catholic 
priest from the Tuscan village of 
Pontasserchio, has been sen- 
tenced to seven and a half years 

in prison for extortion after he 
blackmailed a bishop. Mori was 
also convicted of masquerading as 
a judge while hiring sex workers, but 
was acquitted of further charges of 
extorting a nun, drug dealing and 
money laundering. His parishioners 
had dubbed him “Don Euro” after 
his insistent demands for dona- 
tions, which he is alleged to have 
spent on parties, diamonds, luxury 
holidays with sex workers and visits 
to swingers’ clubs. theguardian. 
com, 3 Feb 2022. 


SWEARY GHOST 


Ghost hunter Christine Thomas 

had a startling encounter in the 
Quantock Hills in Somerset, at a 
site known as Dead Woman’s Ditch. 
This is known as the site where a 
woman named June Walford was 
murdered in 1789, and she has 
reputedly haunted the location ever 
since. Christine says that while 
investigating the place with her hus- 
band Dave, she encountered the 
apparition of a “woman in white”, 
who promptly told her to “F*** 
off”. dailystar.co.uk, 14 Feb 2022. 
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A Yorkshire judge declined to 
prosecute Yoshika Yasutake, 55, 
her brother Takahiro Yasutake, 
49, and their elderly mother 
Michiko Yasutake, 78, after 

they were discovered to have 
kept the body of a third sibling, 
Rina, (below) in their house 

for six weeks after she died in 
September 2018, aged 49. Police 
had visited the family’s house 
in Helmsley, North Yorkshire, 
after being alerted by a local 
pharmacist who was suspicious 
of Yoshika and Takahiro buying 
“excessive quantities” 
of surgical spirit and 
also because they 
“smelled of dead 
bodies”. When 

asked what they 
needed the surgical 
spirt for, they told the 
pharmacist that it was 
for “cleansing an individual 
named Rina Yasutake”. 

Police said they found Rina’s 
corpse in an advanced state 

of decomposition on a bed in 
the property, and that she had 
started to mummify. As a result, 
the family, who locals described 
as “reclusive”, risked trial ona 
charge of preventing the lawful 
and decent burial of a dead 
body without lawful excuse. 
However, Judge Sean Morris, 
the Recorder of York, decided 
that the prosecution should 

not proceed, saying, “These 
three defendants suffer from an 
extremely rare mental affliction 
which has created a unique 
situation for the criminal 
courts,” and that it was not in 
the public interest to pursue the 
matter to trial. yorkshirepost. 
co.uk, 9 Nov 2021. 


In mid-February, after more 
than two years of neighbours 
complaining about a foul stench 
coming from a neglected flat in 
their block in Peckham, South 
London, police broke in and 
discovered the skeletal remains 
of a 61-year-old woman. The 
woman’s next-door neighbour 
said: “I came back from a 

trip abroad in September or 
October 2019 when I noticed a 
horrific stench in the building. 
It was so bad, I had to puta 


towel under the door.” She had 
repeatedly called the housing 
association to voice concerns 
about her neighbour because 
the letterbox was filling up, 
but police had said that lots 

of people had moved out of 
London during the pandemic 
and the woman could be 
abroad and did not initially 
investigate further. Police said: 
“The woman’s death is being 
treated as unexplained but not 
suspicious.” dailymail.co.uk, 21 
Feb 2022. 


Also in February, Italian 
police discovered the 
mummified remains 
of 70-year-old 
Marinella Beretta 
sitting at a table more 
than two years after 
she died. Beretta, who 
had no living relatives, was 
found in her house in Prestino, 
near Lake Como in northern 
Italy, when police called at 
her house to warn her that 
imminent high winds risked 
uprooting neglected trees in her 
garden. Neighbours reported 
that they had not seen her for 
at least two and a half years 
and had assumed she, too, had 
moved away at the start of the 
Covid pandemic. Based on 
the level of decay the medical 
examiner established that she 
died sometime toward the end 
of 2019. theguardian.com, 
8 Feb 2022. 


Believing that a 
house in Sallynoggin, 
Dublin, belonging 

to a known reclusive 
hoarder had been 
abandoned, the council sent 

in workers to clear the premises. 
They had only removed a 
fraction of the accumulated 
contents when they turned up a 
live hand grenade. They paused 
the clean-up and called the 
Gardai, who brought in a bomb 
disposal squad to deal with 

the device, which dated from 
the Irish War of Independence. 
Once they were allowed to 
return to the building, though, 
the next thing they discovered 
was decomposed human 


remains, so called the Gardai 
in again. The Gardai strongly 
suspected that these belonged 
to the owner of the property, 
but they needed to carry out 
DNA testing and consult dental 
records to confirm this. They 
were also trying to establish 
when anyone had last seen the 
man, but suspect he had died 
during a period of lockdown 
and that his remains had lain 
undiscovered for a year or more. 
irishtimes.com, 3 Feb 2022. 


More than two weeks after 

he was reported missing, and 
after an extensive search of 

the area around his home in 
Hermanstown, Minnesota, the 
body of 60-year-old William 
Terry (below) was found 

in a concealed room in his 
house. “After receiving new 
information concerning the 
layout of his residence, deputies 
conducted a follow-up search 
and located his body in a 
previously undiscovered hidden 
room,” said the sheriff’s office. 
They found no signs of foul play 
and believe Terry took his own 
life. bringmethenews.com, 9 Dec 
2021. 


After not seeing his neighbour, 
70-year-old James Fitzgerald, 
for some time, a Seneca, South 
Carolina, resident went round 
to his house and found his 
heavily decomposed 
body. While it is not 
clear how long he 
had been dead, he 
was sufficiently 
decomposed that 
police needed to use 
autopsy results and 
fingerprints to positively 
identify the dead man. When 
they did, he turned out not to be 
who they were expecting; James 
Fitzgerald, it was revealed, 
was, in fact Frederick McLean, 
a fugitive on the FBI’s most 
wanted list. Wanted for serious 
sexual offences, McLean had 
been on the run since a warrant 
was issued for his arrest in 2005. 
Police are now investigating 
whether he had help in evading 
capture. edition.cnn.com, 19 Nov 
2021. 


Was the controversial relic a 
Staffordshire tablecloth? 


SHROUD GONE FOR A BURTON? 


While the Turin Shroud has LSI e ss (PP BURTONIENSISG 


been condemned as a fake 
almost since it first appeared 
in the historical record in the 
14th century, its origin and the 
techniques used to create it have 
been disputed ever since (see 
FT301:6, 324:24, 335:23 for recent 
updates). Now, independent 
historian and anthropologist 
David Akins says that he believes 
that the relic is, in fact, from 
Burton-on-Trent in Staffordshire, 
and started life as a monastic 
tablecloth. 

Akins believes that after 
the suppression of the Knights 
Templar and the execution of 
their Master, Jacques de Molay, 
in 1307, the remaining Templars 
fled to England with their 
treasure, probably including the 
Holy Grail and the Ark of the 


ABOVE: David Akins believes that the Shroud started life as a tablecloth at Burton Abbey, where it was used to wrap a statue of 
the Fisher King and became imprinted with its image due to a chemical reaction between water and alabaster in the vaults. 


They had local 


genuine.” He thinks the monks 
might also have destroyed the 


90cm) and its herringbone weave 
also make it far more likely to 


Covenant. He concludes that original statue to avoid anyone be a medieval tablecloth than 
they took refuge at Burton Abbey craf. tsmen carve a noticing the similarities and Christ’s burial cloth. He also 
because of their connection 1 ife-sized Statue of enhanced the image by adding feels that the radiocarbon dating 


to the local knight Hughes de 
Payens, who co-founded the 
order, and the presence of a 
vast tunnel system alleged to be 
under the Abbey, making it ideal 
for hiding their sacred relics. 
Akins says that “it is almost 
beyond doubt that after the 
Templars brought their hoard to 
Burton they would have created 
a statue in memory of the 
event” and he believes that this 
statue would have been made 
of alabaster, as Burton’s main 
industry at the time was mining 
the local alabaster deposits. As 
to what the statue represented, 
he says: “To the medieval mind 
there could only be one possible 
symbol of the fabled hoard and 
the Holy Grail - and that was the 


the Fisher King 


cloth and linen to protect them 
and, no doubt, stored in the 
Abbey’s vaults and cellars. It is 
highly likely the statue was left 
slumbering in the vaults of the 
Abbey for over a decade - or at 
least until the new Abbey Church 
had been completed”. 

Akins believes that it was 
during this period of storage 
that the “Shroud” came into 
existence, created by a chemical 
reaction between water and the 
alabaster in the damp vaults, 
leaving an image of the Fisher 
King on the cloth wrapping it. 
Once the image was visible, 


blood where Christ’s wounds 
would have been. Then, taking 
advantage of the Abbey’s links 
with Florence through the wool 
trade, the monks would have sold 
it to a devout noble there for a 
considerable amount of money. 
Akins is sure the science 
backs up his conjecture. 
Traces of gypsum have been 
identified on the Shroud during 
scientific testing, so he asserts 
that “the presence of gypsum 
in the Shroud confirms, in 
my mind, that the cloth was 
indeed originally used to wrap 
up a statue of the Fisher King 
in Burton-on-Trent where 
the minerals alabaster - and 
particularly gypsum - originate. 
This can be the only explanation 


and historic record support his 
conjecture, as “radiocarbon 
dating of the Shroud... puts it 
between 1260 and 1390. This fits 
the timeframe perfectly.” He 
adds that “the Shroud is first 
recorded officially between 1353- 
57 on mainland Europe, which 
also ties in with the rebuilding of 
the old Abbey Church by Abbott 
Ibstock between 1340-1350.” He 
believes, too, that close scrutiny 
of the image proves it is the 
Fisher King and not Christ, as 
the figure’s hands have been 
carefully positioned to cover 
the groin area and the fingers 

of the right hand exaggerated 
in length, and he feels this is 
because they are covering the 
wound in the groin that was the 


Fisher King.” So the Templars he says, “no doubt one of the for finding it on a Shroud.” mark of the Fisher King. “The 
would have had local craftsmen monks noticed a similarity Analysis has also found pollens inescapable conclusion is that 
carve a life-sized statue of this between the features of the from all over the world on this was an obvious depiction of 


legendary figure to stand guard 
over the treasures in the Abbey. 
“This statue, no doubt, had pride 
of place at Burton Abbey for 
years, until Abbot Ibstock rebuilt 
the Abbey Church in 1350. This 
date is critical, as during the 
construction work many fine 
statues and effigies in the Abbey 
would have been placed into 
storage,” he explains. “They 
would have been wrapped in 


Fisher King impregnated onto 
the cloth and those of Jesus 
Christ and came up with a plan 
to present it as the Shroud of 
Christ himself. Rumours of the 
Templar treasures at Burton 
would have abounded at the 
time and it is, therefore, no great 
leap to see how people would 
have accepted it as coming 

from the Templar hoard - and 
being, to all intent and purposes, 


the Shroud, as well as DNA 

that apparently comes froma 
marine worm. This, too, backs 

up his Shroud theory Akins 
claims, saying, “I believe the 
Shroud itself was actually an old 
tablecloth from Burton Abbey” 
with the pollen and DNA coming 
from things eaten by the monks, 
who ate a diet rich in fish and 
vegetables. The dimensions of 
the cloth, 13ft by 3ft (4m by 


the key figure from Arthurian 
legend and not the Messiah,” he 
says. 

Akins now hopes to get 
permission to excavate in the 
Abbey grounds to see if he 
can locate the remains of the 
Fisher King statue, or any other 
evidence to support his ideas. 
coventrytelegraph.net, 27 Jul 2021; 
staffordshire-live.co.uk, 13 Mar 
2022. 
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! ARCHAZOLOGY A MONTHLY EXCAVATION OF ODDITIES AND ANTIQUITIES 


ROMAN CRUCIFIXION 

The world’s best example of a Roman 
crucifixion has been found in the village of 
Fenstanton, next to a Roman road between 
two settlements (now Cambridge and 
Godmanchester), during work on a housing 
estate. A skeleton of a young man had a 
2in (5cm) iron nail through the right heel. 
The victim, buried with an oak board, was 
aged 25 to 35 and stood 5ft 7in (1.7m) 
tall. No other nails were found, suggesting 
he was roped to the board with his heel 
nailed “to stop him wriggling”. Another hole 
nearby suggested an earlier attempt to 

nail him to the board had failed. He would 
have suffocated as his arms were secured 
wide apart in a “local variation” of the 
typical punishment on a cross. There was 
thinning around the lower legs, suggesting 
he had been shackled before death and 
was probably a slave. The remains, found 
in 2017 but only recently analysed, have 
been radiocarbon dated to between AD 130 
and 337 (when the Emperor Constantine 
banned the practice). There is written 
evidence of crucifixion, but apart from this 
skeleton only one other actual example, 
unearthed in Jerusalem in 1968 (and no, it 
wasn’t Jesus). D.Mail, Metro, D.Mirror, <i>, 
Sun, D.Express, 9 Dec 2021. 


DECAPITATED SKELETONS 
Archzeologists working on the route of the 
HS2 high-speed railway at Fleet Marston, 
near Aylesbury, have uncovered many 
decapitated skeletons in the largest 
Roman cemetery yet to be excavated in 
Buckinghamshire. The cemetery straddles 
Akeman Street, a major Roman road that 
linked Verulamium (St Albans) with Corinium 
Dobunnorum (Cirencester). Among about 
425 skeletons were 40 that had been 
decapitated post mortem. Several were 
buried with their heads between their 

legs or next to their feet. While traditional 
theories suggest that such treatment was 
intended only for miscreants, that was not 
the case here, as they were mixed up with 
ordinary burials and not always banished 
to the edges or outskirts of the cemetery, 
and the same sort of care was given to 
their burial as to all the others. There was 
also an equal balance between males and 
females, while in one case a young woman 
who appeared to have died in childbirth 
was decapitated and buried with her 

child. The appearance of such bodies in 
Roman burial sites in Britain is not unusual, 
suggesting that a cult of head removal was 
widespread. Some archzeologists maintain 
that decapitation was a “normal, albeit 
marginal” component of burial during the 
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late Roman period leading up to AD 410, 
the conventional date for Roman withdrawal. 
Several lead weights and more than 1,200 
coins were discovered, suggesting the 

site was used for trade and as a staging 
post for travellers and soldiers passing 
along the road to the garrison at Alchester. 
Many domestic finds were made, including 
gaming dice, bells and jars, while a stone- 
built corn dryer or malting oven provided 
evidence of brewing. High quality tableware 
called Samian pottery and spoons, pins and 
brooches were also unearthed. D.Telegraph, 
theguardian.com, BBC News, 5 Feb 2022. 


BRONZE AGE TSUNAMI 
A massive volcanic eruption in the 
Mediterranean some 3,600 years ago 
might be the worst natural disaster in 
human history. The event (long associated 
with the Atlantis legend) contributed to the 
decline of Minoan culture on Thera — now 
the Greek island of Santorini — and also 
created a huge tsunami that demolished 
communities all along the sea’s coastline. 
For the first time, archeeologists in Turkey 
have found an articulated human skeleton 
in the debris field left behind by the 
tsunami. 

The findings — published in Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Sciences 


— give more insight into the magnitude 


of the disaster as well as help map the 
chronology of the Bronze Age. The location 
of the deposits reveal that a much larger 
area was affected by the disaster than 
previously believed. While the Thera 
eruption was previously thought to have 
occurred about 1500 BC, radiocarbon 
tests of nine samples taken from the 
debris field place the date at no later than 


TOP: The nail-pierced right heel of the skeleton of a crucifixion victim found near Fenstanton, Cambridgeshire. 
ABOVE: A decapitated skeleton found at Fleet Marston, one of several buried with its head between its legs. 


ABOVE: Two views of the Peruvian skull with its mysterious metal addition — if authentic, it could represent some of the earliest evidence of an ancient surgical implant. 


1612 BC (though some scholars question 
the methodology). 

Besides the human skeleton, the 
archeologists also found the remains 
of a dog. They determined that several 
tsunamis generated by the Thera eruption 
struck the Cesme area on the western 
coast of Turkey. The skeleton of the young 
man was discovered pushed up against 
a retaining wall of a village, similar to 
bodies found after tsunamis in modern 
times. There were damaged walls, rubble, 
sediment and ash relating to the disaster. 
smithsonianmag.com, 6 Jan 2021. 


ANCIENT SURGICAL IMPLANT? 

A skull with a possible metal implant could 
represent some of the earliest evidence 
(from Peru) of an ancient surgical implant 
— or it could be a modern fake. The fact 
that the skull, which was donated to 

the Museum of Osteology in Oklahoma 
City, has a cone shape is not unusual, 

as Peruvians during ancient times were 
known to squeeze children’s heads with 
bands during development to achieve 

the distinctive shape. However, the metal 
implant is highly unusual and, if authentic, 
would probably be a unique find from 

the ancient Andean world. The skull also 
has a hole beneath the metal that was 
possibly created through trepanation, a 
common practice in the ancient world. 
Some scholars are sceptical and suggest 
the implant is a forgery, while others think 
it could be the real deal. No carbon dating 
has been done and an archzeologist has 
yet to examine it up close. If a forgery, the 


“It is fair to describe this 
_ individual as a survivor. 
: There is extensive 


_ trauma to the cranium” 


: implant could have been inserted many 

: decades ago, before either the museum 
: or the donor owned it. 

: John Verano, an anthropology professor 
: at Tulane University in Louisiana, is 
sceptical. He has examined several 

: Andean skulls that allegedly have metal 

: implants and published a paper on the 

: topic in 2010 in the International Journal 
: of Osteoarchaeology. In the paper, Verano 
: describes skulls that supposedly held 

: metal implants, but they were either 

: forgeries, or the metal was not a surgical 
: implant at all but instead was used as a 
: grave offering. 

: “I’ve never seen anything like 

: this before,” said Danielle Kurin, an 

: anthropology professor at University of 

: California, Santa Barbara. “Based on the 
: pictures, it looks like the metal piece 

: was thinly hammered into shape. Based 
: on the fracture patterns, this individual 

: — [who] looks to be an older male — 

: suffered a massive blunt-force trauma 

: to the right side of the head. The fact 

: that the radiating and concentric fracture 
: lines show signs of healing suggests this 
: individual survived at least several weeks 
: to months.” 


Since metallurgical technology varied 
across the Andes at the time, tests on 
the metal in the skull could help to shed 
light on where it was made, Kurin said. 
“It would also be helpful to have the skull 
X-rayed to determine if the piece of metal 
is covering a trepanation hole and/or an 
open cranial fracture.” There are a few 
cases from past discoveries where, after 
a trepanation, a piece of the person’s 
bone or a gourd was placed in the hole 
that was cut out. Additionally, in a 2013 


American Journal of Physical Anthropology 


article, Kurin reported on a case where a 
person who lived in Peru about 800 years 
ago wore a tight-fitting skull cap that had a 
metal cap stitched onto it. They wore the 
cap like a helmet, providing protection for 
the area carved out by trepanation. 

Kent Johnson, an anthropology 
professor at SUNY Cortland, also said 
that the metal implant could be authentic, 
but tests needed to be done. However, 
regardless of whether or not the implant 
is genuinely ancient, the person it was 
placed on did survive an awful injury. 

“It is fair to describe this individual as 

a survivor. There is extensive trauma to 
the right side of the cranium affecting 
the frontal, temporal and right parietal 
bones,” said Johnson, noting that the 
person seems to have survived for a time 
after these injuries. “There is evidence of 
healing where the edges of the fractured 
bones had sufficient time to grow back 
together.” It’s not clear at the moment 
when tests on the skull will take place. 
livescience.com, 14 Feb 2022. 
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THE MUSEUM OF OSTEOLOGY 


KONSTANTIN BRIZHNICHENKO 


CLASSICAL CORNER 


FORTEANA FROM THE ANCIENT WORLD COMPILED BY BARRY BALDWIN 


(Reverse ‘trigger warning’: Vlad the 
Impaler does not appear in this column) 

Having no Russian, I cannot say what 
‘putin’ means (if anything) as a non- 
personal noun. But, since ‘Putino’ in 
Esperanto means a prostitute, let us 
at least strike one onomastic blow by 
pronouncing it like the French ‘Putain’ in 
its most derogatory sense. 

Apart from many mentions of 
meteorological and other strange 
phenomena, Fort (Books, 647-8) has one 
strange tale to tell about Russia. A report 
by one General RG Burton describes a 
marauding ursine-looking creature that 
wounded and killed several people. Armed 
men hunted it in vain, then (shades of Jack 
the Ripper) the killings suddenly stopped. 
The Thing was never caught or identified. 
Various theories as to what it was include 
bear, dog, jackal. Fort left it an open 
question. Let us toy with the idea that it 
was an ancestor of Vladimir Putin... 

Most valuable primary source for our 
subject is The Russian Primary Chronicle, 
produced c.1113 in Kyiv. Some attribute 
it toa monk called Nestor; others see it 
as the composite work of various (to us) 
unknowns. 

Another key source is De Administrando 
Imperio, a manual on how to run the 
Byzantine empire, written for the benefit 
of his son by emperor Constantine VII 
Porphyrogenitus (meaning he was born in 
the special purple chamber reserved for 
a royal baby), (905-959). One recurrent 
theme is DO NOT TRUST THE RUSSIANS. 
Mind you, this was the default Byzantine 
attitude to all foreigners. 

And, above all, it should be added, 
themselves. An 11th-century individual 
named Cecaumenos wrote a pamphlet 
Strategikon, a suggestive title since 
it is not a military manual but an all- 
embracing warning DO NOT TRUST 
YOUR NEIGHBOUR. This is regarded as 
the ultimate source for the modern use of 
‘Byzantine’ to denote someone as devious 
or shifty. Cecaumenos finds an echo ina 
pugnacious assertion by the schoolboy 
Lenin: “Keep your enemies close to you. 
Know his ways and his weaknesses and 
mostly learn not to be afraid of him.” 

There is a rich collection of translated 
sources in Deno John Geanakoplos’s 


Byzantium: Church, Society, and Civilization 


Seen Through Contemporary Eves (Chicago 
& London, 1984). For virtually all subjects 
there is the Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium 
(1991), including c.200 entries by Yours 
Truly. 


ABOVE: The St Vladimir Monument looks down over Kyiv from the right bank of the Dnieper. 


Their relationship with 
the Russians was an 
ever-changing one with 
sudden swings from 
friendship to enmity 


If you are content with a succinct survey, 
the unattributed article ‘How did the 
Byzantine Empire influence Russia’ in the 
online Daily History, 18 Dec 2018, is just 
the ticket. 

Byzantine Greek R6z/Rous gives us 
Russia/Russian. In a key passage (ch.2) 


Constantine emphasises the notion 

of balance of power between two 

notable enemies, the Russians and the 
Pechenegs, a menacing Turkish tribe. Their 
relationship with the Russians was an ever- 
changing one with sudden swings from 
friendship to enmity (shades of ‘Oceania 
has always been at war with Eurasia...’). 
Constantine believed Constantinople was 
safe from Russian attack as long as the two 
were not united. 

One detail Constantine includes is the 
use Russians made of fold-up canoes that 
they used to cross the rapids of the river 
Dnieper and then portage across land. The 
fact of his mentioning this suggests that 
these were a novelty to the Byzantines - 
early example of a great Russian stride in 
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military hardware. 

Rather than a scattergun approach, 
I decided to focus on the Russian side 
of Constantinople, and the two most 
conspicuous Vlads: Vladimir of Kyiv (often 
dubbed ‘The Great’) and Vladimir of 
Novgorod. The first siege of Constantinople 
by the Russians in 860 is described 
below; on the second siege, 941-5, see 
AA Vasilievev, Dumbarton Oaks Papers 6 
(1951), 161-225, whose understandably 
pro-Russian narrative is signalled by this 
quotation from Pushkin’s ‘The Lay of the 
wise Oleg’: 


Remember now firmly the words of my 
tongue; 

The warrior delighteth in glory; 

On the gate of Byzantium the buckler is 
hung; 

Thy conquests are famous in story. 


The earliest mentions of contact with 
Russians occur in sources written about 
the year 839. The two powers had mutual 
interests in trade and diplomatic ties. 
However, in June 860, The Russians 
suddenly attacked Constantinople, “as 


unexpected as a swarm of wasps,” also as “a : 


thunderbolt from heaven”, wrote Photius, 
Patriarch of Constantinople at the time, 
whose Third Homily is our prime source of 
information, dubbing the Russians as “an 
obscure and barbarous race” - the latter 
term justified by the Russian abduction of 
22 of his servants and dismembering them 
with axes. The ostensible excuse for the 
attack was Russian objections to Byzantine 
construction of the Sarkel fortress, which 
hampered Russian trade routes along the 
river Don. 

After pillaging the city’s outer suburbs, 
the Russians drew breath, intending to 
resume their attacks that night. But, claim 
the pious Christian sources, the city was 
saved by the sudden intervention of an 
appearance by the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

If you believe in all her other epiphanies, 
recorded in chronicles and hagiographies, 
the BVM had a busy work schedule of 
miracles. One presumes Putin has little 
to fear and Kyiv little to hope for in this 
quarter. 

Most modern bibliography consists 
of works in the various local languages, 


supplemented by notices in encyclopedias. 


Most useful English source is Vladimir 
(!) Volkoff, Vladimir the Russian Viking 
(Overlook Press, New York, 2011). ‘Viking’ 
comes from his innovatory contacts with 
key Scandinavian kings, involving the 
Varangians, breakaway group of whom 
variously backed Russia and served 
the Byzantine emperor as his personal 
bodyguard, recognisable as such by their 
long hair, a red ruby in the left ear, and 
ornamental dragons sewn on to their 
armour — nowadays they probably would 
have been distinguishable by dark glasses 
and ill-fitting suits. 

Vladimir of Kyiv (958-1015) came of 
royal stock. After his father’s death in 972, 
he fled to Scandinavia after his brother 


Yaropolk murdered a third sibling, Oleg. 
With a Varangian army, Vladimir gained 
the throne, consolidated the Russian 
confederation along with Ukraine and 
Belarus, getting rid of Yaropolk in the 
process - such fratricidal strife was equally 
endemic to Byzantium. 

His father’s housekeeper Maluska was 
Vladimir’s mother. She was said to bea 
prophetess, lived to 100, and would issue 
from her cave to dispense information 
about the future. 

Apart from his military activities, 
Vladimir will have been kept busy 
attending to his numerous wives and 
600 concubines. For many years a 
pagan, he suddenly summoned to Kyiv 


representatives of the other main religions: : 


Byzantine Orthodox, Roman Catholic, 
Islam, Judaism. He made theological 
history by narrowing the field down to 
Christianity and Islam, opting for the 
former because it would allow him to keep 
drinking alcohol, further justifying his 
choice with the words “Drinking is the joy 


of all R6s - we cannot exist without that 
pleasure.” Obviously the popular choice 
with his people. 

According to the many websites I have 
consulted, Putin is a teetotaller, in marked 
and deliberate contrast to Boris Yeltsin. 

In 1014, Vladimir began a campaign 
against his son Yaroslov, nicknamed ‘The 
Wise’. But he fell ill (old age? poison?) near 
Kyiv. His body was dismembered, the parts 
distributed to his religious foundations 
where they were revered as sacred relics. 
Eastern Orthodox, Byzantine, and Roman 
Catholic churches celebrate his Feast Day 
between 15-28 July. Out of respect, there 
was probably little drinking. 

There is less to say about Vladimir of 
Novgorod (1020-52) and little bibliography 
apart from the aforementioned Vladimir 
Volkoff’s Vladimir the Russian Viking. 

He set the stage for one 20th-century 
confrontation by attacking Finland, and 
also forsook previous friendly relations 
with Byzantium by attacking the emperor 
Constantine IX, being fiercely denounced 
by its chroniclers for showing particular 
arrogance towards Constantinople. 

Details of his death are unknown, 
but, given the mutual hostilities 
between his son and collateral relatives, 
various scenarios are possible. His best 
contemporary press is in the Norse sagas 
which dub him ‘Vladimir the Nimble’. 

According to magazines and websites, 
Putin has, from schooldays on, garnered 
18 different epithets (“More than Trump”, 
one journalist observed. In the Spectator 
(15 Jan 2020), Charles Moore suggested 
‘Inky Poops’, inspired by a fake video 
showing a bird defecating upon him, 
suitable for one who may vulgarly be 
dubbed an utter shit... 


TOP: Vladimir Putin unveils the controversial statue of his namesake Vladimir the Great in Moscow in 2015; 
see pp.48-50. ABOVE: A painting by Viktor Vasnetsov, showing Vladimir’s conversion to Christianity in AD 988. 
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MOS.RU / WIKIMEDIA COMMONS. 


RALF ROLETSCHEK 


4 SCIENCE pamnep pata, NEW DISCOVERIES AND RADICAL RESEARCH 


The numbers game 


Our fascination with randomness runs 
deep. The earliest manufactured dice were 
found in Turkey from about 3000 BC, but 
‘knucklebones’ — generally the astragalus 
bone from the ankle of a sheep — were used 
for gambling long before. And while the 
reasons may have changed, the quest for 
perfect random numbers continues. 

The Bible describes lots being cast to 
discover the will of God. Dice, lots, coin- 
tossing and similar methods featured in 
divination or gambling or both in ancient 
Egypt, India and China. Playing cards later 
offered another method for fortune-telling 
or games of chance. All these methods 
are prone to accidental bias and deliberate 
manipulation. Last December a metal 
detectorist in Yorkshire found a 2,000-year- 
old Roman die which had been weighted to 
favour certain numbers. 

The roulette wheel, which was an instant 
hit in 18th century France, seemed like the 
embodiment of unbiased randomness. The 
mechanism is often attributed to the French 
mathematician and scientist Blaise Pascal 
as a spin-off (So to speak) from his work on 
perpetual motion. This is doubtful, though no 
actual originator has yet been established. 
The involvement of the Devil is sometimes 
alleged, as the digits on a roulette wheel add 
up to 666. 

Many gamblers have gone broke pursuing 
‘systems’ to beat roulette. These yield the 
occasional win, but are ultimately doomed 
because mathematically speaking the 
roulette wheel always gives an advantage to 
the house — 1 in 37 or 2 in 38, depending on 
whether it has single zero only or double zero 
as well. More astute players exploited the 
mechanical weakness of the roulette wheel, 
seeking out tables which are less than 
perfect. Joseph Jagger, formerly a textile 
worker, spent months observing the tables 
in Monte Carlo in 1880. Jagger then made a 
series of bets and won the equivalent of over 
£7.5m in a few days. 

Roulette wheels improved, but slight 
biases remained, to be exploited by 
enterprising individuals. In 1961, electronic 
engineer Claude Shannon built the first 
wearable computer to help predict the 
landing of the ball and win a fortune. Other 
adventurers included a group of 1970s 
University of California Santa Cruz students 
with computers in their shoes, and a 
mathematical gambling team headed by the 
legendary Billy Walters, who won $3.8 million 
from the Golden Nugget casino in Atlantic 
City in 1986. 
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In the 18th century, the 
roulette wheel seemed 
like the emodiment of 


unbiased randomness 
Lee 


There are many other examples, right up 


: to the present. Casinos will expel anyone 

: trying to use statistical analysis in this way, 

: but attempts to take the perpetrators to 
court have all failed. Unless they interfere 

: with the machinery, the players are doing 

: nothing wrong. It is up to the casinos to 

:_ make sure their wheels are truly random and 
? unpredictable; exploitable bias means the 

: house is at fault. 


Something better was needed, and the 


: quest for randomness led to an unlikely 

: bestseller, A Million Random Digits with 

: 100,000 Normal Deviates, created by 
scientists from the RAND Corporation in 

: 1955. Still available, it continues to pile up 
: reviews online: “Keeps you guessing right 

?_ up to the very end,” says one, others call 

: it “truly unpredictable” and “refreshingly 
avant garde.” To exclude mechanical bias, 
: RAND scientists created an electronic 

: device producing 100,000 pulses a second. 
: Sampling at fixed intervals gave them what 
: they called “a 32-place roulette wheel” 

: generating a decimal digit from zero to 

: nine. This yielded one random number per 
? second, so a million digits was a long haul. 


You can tell whether a series of numbers 


: is really random mathematically by looking 

i for patterns; any pattern indicates the series 
: is not truly random and is to some degree 

: predictable. The first set of numbers RAND 

: produced were not quite random enough, so 
: the engineers tweaked the apparatus until it 
: produced an apparently satisfactory run of 

? a million digits in 1947. But even this turned 


: out to have “small but statistically significant 
: biases” and required further shuffling. 

: However, the authors do not advise you to 

: simply use the numbers in sequence. For 

: added randomness they suggest opening 

: at random and blindly choosing a five-digit 

: number, which will give you the page and 

: line to start. But because books tend to fall 

: open at the same page, they say to mark the 
: number and not use it a second time. 


A Million Random Digits was the biggest 


: source of certified random numbers for 

: many years and was used by statisticians, 
physicists, pollsters, market analysts, 

: lottery administrators, and quality control 

: engineers. 


In the computer age the thirst for 


: random numbers has multiplied hugely. 

: This has been driven by the requirements 

: of computer modelling, which needs to 

: simulate random events, and cryptography, 
: which needs genuine randomness for a 
code to be uncrackable. A million numbers 
: was not sufficient. While computers can 

: easily generate pseudo-random number 

: sequences by algorithm — for example, 

: taking the digits of Pi or another endless 
series — these are not quite random enough. 


“Anyone who considers arithmetical 


methods of producing random digits 

: is, of course, in a state of sin,” stated 

: mathematician and computer pioneer John 
: von Neumann. 


Some modern processors include 


: hardware to generate random numbers 

: based on thermal noise. However, purists 

: argue that these are merely chaotic and 
not actually random; true randomness 

: requires something generated by quantum 
: uncertainty. Online services like Fourmilab’s 
: HotBits can supply such numbers that are 

: ultimately derived from the observation of 

: radioactive decay. 


Theoretical neuroscientist Brad Aimone 


: notes that unlike digital circuits, the neurons 
: that make up living brains have a random 

: element. Aimone is principal investigator 

for Sandia National Laboratories’ COINFLIPS 
: project, short for ‘CO-designed Improved 

: Neural Foundations Leveraging Inherent 

: Physics Stochasticity’, working on chips 

: to generate a billion random digits every 
microsecond from quantum effects. 


A million billion random numbers a second 


: is along way from rolling dice, and rather 

: than determining the will of fate or the gods, 
: the goal is a human-like or even superhuman 
artificial intelligence. Will it work? Well, it’s a 

: gamble... 


BEN-GURION UNIVERSITY 


ANIMAL SMARTS 


CORVID CLEANING 

A startup in Sodertalje, Sweden, 
has developed a machine that 
trains crows to collect discarded 
cigarette butts from local streets. 
When crows deposit the fag ends 
in the machine it rewards them 
with food. “They are wild birds 
taking part on a voluntary basis,” 
said Christian Giinther-Hanssen, 
the founder of Corvid Cleaning, 
who believes his method could 
reduce the cost of picking up 
cigarette butts in the city by 75 
per cent. theguardian.com, 1 Feb 
2022. 


FISH ON WHEELS 

There is an old joke that goes: 
“Two fish are in a tank; one 

says to the other, ‘How do we 
drive this thing?!” Now, Israeli 
researchers have made the joke 
a reality. To test fish navigation 
skills Shachar Givon and 
colleagues from Ben-Gurion 
University of the Negev have 
created a robotic vehicle and 
taught six goldfish, named 

after characters from Pride and 
Prejudice, to navigate it on land. 
They have mounted a fish tank 
on wheels and allowed it to be 
steered by the orientation and 
movements of the fish. They 
were then given a pink target 

in a room and were rewarded 
with food every time the vehicle 
touched it. When trained, fish 
managed to navigate the vehicle 
to the target from different 
starting positions in the room 

- even successfully navigating 
obstacles like false targets or 
after hitting a wall. Some did 
particularly well. “Mr Darcy and 
Mr Bingley... were total rock 
stars,” Givon says. While many 
studies have shown that fish can 
navigate in aquatic situations, 
the researchers say that this 
shows that the ability to navigate 
- essential to animal survival 
wherever they live - is universal 
to all species and does not 
depend on their environment. 
theguardian.com, 8 Jan 2022. 


HELPFUL ORCAS 

Whale watchers in Bremer Bay, 
Australia, caught a unique 
interaction between orcas and 


a humpback whale on camera, 
using a drone. Humpback whales 
usually spend the southern 
hemisphere summer near 
Antarctica, feeding on krill, so 
it was unusual to see one in the 
bay at the same time as the orcas, 
but this one appeared to be in 
bad shape, scrawny and covered 
in parasites; it also had some 
fishing gear tangled round its 
tail flukes. Initially two males 
from the orca pod investigated 
the humpback and were driven 
off by the whale lashing out with 
its pectoral fins and tail flukes, 
but then the pod matriarch 
approached in a great flurry of 
splashing and after she withdrew 
and the water settled, it could be 
seen that the rope binding the 
fishing gear to the humpback’s 
tail was floating away. Then, 
rather than attacking, the orcas 
swam away and apparently spent 
the rest of their day socialising 
and “harassing sunfish”. 

Writing in the description 
of their video, the whale 


watching crew asked: “Did the 
Orca deliberately rescue this 
Humpback or was the decision 
made that due to his ill health 
the effort of the hunt was not 
worth the energy reward at the 
end?” livescience.com, 21 Jan 
2022. 


“JERKS OF THE SEA” 

Orcas are certainly capable of 
taking down whales much larger 
than themselves because they 
hunt in co-ordinated packs, 

and at other times they have 
very much maintained their 
reputation as “jerks of the sea”. 
While there have been reports of 
orcas chasing blue whales, which 
can be 33m (108ft) long, actual 
authenticated attacks have been 
rare. Now, a paper published 

in the journal Marine Mammal 
Science has documented three 
co-ordinated, brutal killings 

of blue whales by orcas since 
2019, also observed by whale 
watching boats off Bremer Bay. 
The attacks seem to have been 


Crows collect discarded cigarette butts, goldfish learn to drivea 
mobile fish tank and orcas demonstrate some unusual behaviour 


LEFT: One of Corvid Cleaning’s 
volunteers prepares to deposit a fag 
butt in a machine in exchange for a 
reward. BELOW LEFT: One of the six 
goldfish which have learnt to navigate 
their robotic fish tank on land at Ben- 
Gurion University. 


predominantly carried out by 
female orcas - surprising to 
scientists, as they had believed 
that for orcas to tackle large 
whales, the bigger males would 
need to take the lead. 

In the first attack they 
observed at least 12 orcas, led 
by eight adult females and 
one male, with younger ones 
watching, kill a healthy adult 
male blue whale. Their onslaught 
on the whale continued for 
more than an hour, leaving it 
with large chunks of skin and 
blubber stripped off and most 
of the dorsal fin missing. Then, 
three female orcas lined up 
and rammed the whale in the 
side, pushing it underwater to 
prevent it breathing, while two 
others attacked its head, and 
another swam into its mouth and 
started eating its nutrient rich 
tongue. After that, more than 
50 orcas joined in, feeding on 
the dying blue whale for several 
hours, along with a large flock of 
seabirds feasting on the scraps. 
The other attacks targeted a calf 
between 10m and 12m (33 to 
39ft) long and a yearling up to 
14m (46ft) long. In each case they 
followed the same pattern of an 
extended, systematic assault by 
a co-ordinated female-led group, 
forcing the whale under the 
surface with attackers targeting 
the mouth and tongue, followed 
by a larger group coming in to 
finish the dying whale off. 

However, one of the study’s 
authors, Robert Pitman from 
Oregon State University, says 
that this might not be anomalous 
behaviour: “Maybe what we’re 
starting to see now is how the 
ocean used to be before we took 
out most of the large whales... 
As some of these populations 
continue to recover, we have a 
better chance to see how normal 
marine ecosystems function.” 
theguardian.com, 27 Jan 2022. 
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GHOSTWATCH 


KEEPING AN EYE ON THE HAUNTED WORLD 


ABOVE: The Sessho-seki, seen split in two on 7 March. BELOW: The demonic Tamamo-no-Mae standing by the mythical “killing stone” in an 1891 print. 


Scarcely had | finished my last column 
examining the way our weather may shape 
ghost beliefs when an even more dramatic 
instance arrived from Japan. This was the 
news that a famous boulder situated on 
the slopes of Mount Naru at Tochigi, north 
of Tokyo, which was said to imprison a 
demonic entity, had split asunder owing to 
the effects of rainwater. Japanese social 
media users sounded the alarm when the 
landmark rock — known as the Sessho-seki 
or ‘the Killing Stone’ — was found cracked 
open on Monday 7 March 2022. Proving the 
Virgilian maxim from the Aeneid of rumour 
being the swiftest of all pests, word swiftly 
spread around the world, which seemed 
rather eager to receive it; the implication 
being that an evil spirit, trapped for 1,000 
years, was now at liberty. 

In legend, the trapping of the spirit dates 
to the reign of Emperor Toba (1107-1123). 
The Sessho-seki was said to contain the 
transformed corpse of Tamamo-no-Mae — 
who appeared as a beautiful woman, but 
was in fact an evil nine-tailed fox demon 
being employed by a feudal warlord to 
assassinate the Emperor. She attempted 
to seduce Emperor Toba, who fell terribly ill 
from her attentions. No one could explain 
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Tamamo-no-Mae 
appeared as a beautiful 
woman, but was an evil 
nine-tailed fox demon 


his sickness until an astrologer named 
Abe no Yasuchika divined the answer and 
exposed the plot. With her true identity 
revealed, Tamamo-no-Mae was slain by 
the famous samurai warrior Miura-no-suke, 
who was loyal to the Emperor. Her body 
was then entombed in the Sessho-seki. 
Folklore averred the stone kills anyone who 
approaches it, ensuring its popularity as 
a tourist attraction. Despite one version 
claiming the rock was actually destroyed 
many years ago with a Buddhist monk 
exorcising the fox spirit and the pieces of 
the stone being scattered across Japan, 
many Japanese people insist it always 
stayed intact upon Mount Nasu. 

Much of the blame for the sensation 
may lie with one social media user 
who discovered the fractured rock. He 
announced: “I feel like I’ve seen something 
that shouldn’t be seen,” which rather begs 
the question as to why he then immediately 
posted a picture of the shattered rock on 
his Twitter account for all to see. But then 
logic is not likely to be at the forefront of 
this, with the Times of India stating tourists 
visiting the popular sightseeing spot were 
left “terrified and spooked after they found 
the volcanic hunk broken in half” and 


the belief the spirit was now at large was 
“triggering a wave of superstitions and fear 
among the masses” (9 March 2022). 

Anxious-sounding comments had 
appeared on-line in Japan, such as: “I! hope 
the nine-tailed fox who is doing the wrong 
thing will not be revived,” and “I hope the 
fox doesn’t come back”. This was despite 
the newspaper Yomiuri Shimbun reporting 
the stone may have been fractured for 
some time thanks to water soaking in 
and freezing. Mr Masaharu Sugawara, 83, 
chairman of the Nasu Kogen Yumoto Guide 
Club — a volunteer organisation providing 
tourist information in the surrounding area 
— said: “It’s natural, so it can’t be helped, 
but it’s a shame because it’s a symbol of 
the local area.” A powerful earthquake off 
Fukishima just over a week later can hardly 
have allayed popular anxieties. 

Stones associated with a curse, or 
which are considered dangerous to move 
or interfere with, are widely known in Great 
Britain and Ireland, a large number of them 
cited in The Secret Country (1976) by Janet 
and Colin Bord. A famous example linked 
with an Essex witch was the boulder at 
Scrapfaggot Green at Great Leighs in 1944 
(see FT303:30-35). 

In 1981 Colin Wilson wrote about local 
concerns over civic plans to build a new 
housing estate around the Humber Stone 
in Leicester, his old home town over 1980- 
81. Locals spoke of hauntings in existing 
homes and reports from a family whose 
10-year-old son reported seeing, at the end 
of his bed, a thing with a goat’s head, long 
curving horns, a man’s body and cloven 
hooves. Fortunately, this story was reported 
in August 1980; a few years later this might 
have led to accusations from social workers 
during the Satanic abuse panic that took 
off in the UK in the mid-1980s. The boy’s 
grandmother then occupied the bedroom 
and claimed a ghost tried to choke her (See 


Poltergeist! (1981) by Colin Wilson; Leicester i 


Mercury, 26 Aug 1980 + 11 May 2019). 

Spontaneous signs of damage or change 
in other rocks are held up as early-warning 
indicators of doom, and even the end of 
the world. In his Popular Romances of the 
West of England (1881), Robert Hunt drew 
attention to a prominent fissure south of 
the church at St Levan in Cornwall, and a 
prophecy by the patron saint that when it 
was wide enough to admit a pack horse 
the end of the world was at hand. Hunt 
stated that “I cannot detect the slightest 
difference in the width of the fissure now” 
over 50 years of observation, concluding the 
rate of expansion was tiny. Elliot O’Donnell 
mentioned the stone in Haunted Churches 
in 1939 and reassured readers that the end 
of the world was not expected during the 
current generation. 

The coverage afforded may reflect the 


ABOVE: Harry Price supervises the 1944 restoration of the Scrapfaggot Green ‘Witch Stone’ to its 


original site after it was moved by US servicemen. BELOW: The St Levan Stone, with its large and 
suggestive cleft, in the churchyard of St Levan in Cornwall. 


psychological needs of an anxious world 
at the present time, according to some 
theories. It has often been asserted that 
times of crisis encourage paranormal 

and extraordinary claims. With the Covid 
pandemic, the Russian invasion of Ukraine 
and major economic problems afflicting 
many nations, all may be presumed to 
constitute a backdrop for the story, providing 
a focus point for collective worries, a place 
to divert anxieties or merely a welcome 


escape from these all-too concrete threats. 


It may be truer to say that certain 
types of paranormal experience are more 
prevalent at particular times. For example, 
there was an upsurge of reports of UFOs 
across the UK in January and February 
2022, ahead of the Ukraine invasion. 
Peaks in UFO sightings occurred over 
1978-1979, ahead of the Russian invasion 
of Afghanistan, another arose during the 
Arab-Israeli conflict in October 1973. Yet 
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ABOVE LEFT: Fox spirits — in elegant statue and cute cuddly toy form — at Kyoto’s Fushimi Inari Taisha shrine. BELOW: Leicestershire’s Humber Stone. 


one cannot postulate a simple cause- 
and-effect relationship; for any noted rise 
there is always a crisis somewhere on 

the globe, and because particular notable 
crises do not seem to generate anomalies. 
| remember Budd Hopkins making this 
point at the Fortean Times Unconvention in 
1996, concerning the Cuban Missile crisis 
of 1962. Interestingly, Israel, which has 
maintained a permanent alertness for many 
years, produces few UFO sightings. Clearly 
any link between culture and reports of the 
extraordinary is complicated and far from 
exact. 

One reason why the story of the escaping 
fox entity resonated so much within Japan 
is because of the special place afforded to 
fox spirits in the ancient Shinto religion (see 
FT214:30-37). The premier site for their 
veneration is at the Fushimi Inari Taisha 
shrine in Kyoto. Built in 711 but relocated to 
its current location in 816, the site displays 
large numbers of elegant fox statues, many 
in pairs symbolising both female and male. 
The shrine attracts an enormous number 
of worshippers and tourists, who gather in 
a procession described as a “slow, oozing 
porridge of human bodies”. Numerous 
fox-shaped souvenirs are on sale, with the 
fox spirit imagery commercialised as furry 
stuffed toys or lucky charms. (“Fushimi 
Inari Shrine: Wise Fox Spirits and fiery ‘sun’ 
gates”, Malay Mail, 4 Feb 2018). 

A 19th century reference to malevolent 
fox spirits in Japan is contained in a work 
entitled Demon Possession and Allied 
Themes (1896) by John L Nevius, D.D. 

Dr Nevius was for 40 years an English 
missionary in China. Early in his ministry 
he found that belief in demon possession 
was commonplace among sections of the 
Chinese population and in Japan. Although 
only able to directly observe one case, he 
succeeded in collecting a large amount of 
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Its first manifestation 
announced itself with 
the sounds of whistling 
and a dog barking 


information about the phenomenon. He 
linked accounts to topics being discussed 
in Western psychology, then in its infancy, 
noting several instances where the ‘demon’ 
claimed to be the spirit of some deceased 
human being or one of the lower animals, 
and with the fox being a popular choice in 
Japan. He quoted Dr Erwin Balz, a German 
doctor who spent 27 years in Japan and 
who is credited for helping establish 
Western medicine in the country, who had 
special opportunities for studying alleged 
possessions in a hospital under his charge. 
Dr Balz provided material for the book 
stating: 

“Possession by foxes (kitsuni-tsuki) is a 
form of nervous disorder or delusion not 
uncommonly observed in Japan. Having 
entered the human being, sometimes 
through the breast, more often through 
the space between the finger nails and the 
flesh, the fox lives a life of his own, apart 


from the proper self of the person who is 
harbouring him. There thus results a sort of 
double entity or double consciousness. 

“The person possessed hears and 
understands everything that the fox inside 
says or thinks, and the two often engage in 
a loud and violent dispute, the fox speaking 
in a voice altogether different from that 
which is natural to the individual.” 

And this is where it gets rather odd, 
for those interested in case collection 
and cross-cultural parallels. Comparison 
may be made with the ‘voice’ famously 
recorded during the Enfield poltergeist 
case in 1977-79. The description of ‘dual- 
consciousness’ by Dr Balz fits well some 
observations made by Guy Playfair and 
Maurice Grosse regarding this. The voice 
manifested through 11-year-old Janet 
Hodgson produced hours of recordings 
sounding like a gruff old man. Much of what 
was Said was gibberish; some seemed 
meaningful and disclosed information, 
not known consciously to anyone, which 
proved accurate; and a portion of its output 
involving sexualised and offensive language 
(sceptical psychologist Nicholas Humphrey 
rejected the entire case outright on that 
basis alone in the London Review of Books, 
7 Oct 1980). 

Notably, while the Enfield ‘voice’ remains 
best known for apparently speaking as an 
old man, a variety of other entities were 
purportedly channelled. At certain stages it 
showed a fixation on animals, albeit dogs 
rather than foxes. Its first manifestation 
announced itself with the sounds of 
whistling and a dog barking. 

In the transcript from a recording on 
22 December 1977, the voice referred to 
bringing dogs to the house. At one point 
the voice claimed it possessed “68 dogs” 
(though later it claimed it was 68 years 
old). It went on to express itself with further 
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canine impersonations. 

From Guy Playfair’s original transcript of 
the recording: “The voice impersonated a 
dog with grunts and ‘woof woof’ noises. 
One night the voice made “bow wow” sound 
and declared ‘YES MY DOG WON’T STOP 
BARKING’. At another point the voice claims 
to like ‘Dog music’ and adds “Bow wow” 
and “— OFF MUSIC(?)WOOF WOOF MUSIC... 
WOOF WOOF WOOF.” 

Later Janet asked the voice itself, “Won’t 
you talk to us about dogs or something?” 
and then it embarked on a conversation 
with Guy Playfair about dogs. 

Playfair speculated that Janet must 
subconsciously long for a dog. At one point 
the voice declared itself to be “Goober the 
ghost” with a dog. Playfair noted, “It is the 
name of a cartoon character on television 
and it makes ‘Woof woof’ sounds”, leading 
him to think a short-lived 1970s cartoon 
series Goober and the Ghost Chasers was 
being referenced. 

In a very peculiar exchange, when 
asked where these dogs came from, the 
voice replied “From the Holy Spirit”, while 
other alleged ‘entities’ claimed they were 
occupants of the graveyard at Durants Park 
Cemetery on Hertford Road, Enfield, just 12 
minutes’ walk away. (Source: Guy Playfair 
transcript of recordings pages 286, 355- 
356, 380). 

Many years later, Playfair drew attention 
to a story from Spiritualist Dorothy Ross in 
the Psi Report (April 2001), the newsletter 
of the Scottish SPR, describing being on a 
train when three men boarded at a station 
and sat near her. One appeared to be “blind 
and agitated” and who, as soon as he sat 
down, began to make some strange noises, 
first barking like a dog, then speaking in the 
voice of a child “in obvious distress”. The 
impersonations were followed by “the deep 
tones of a very old male voice”, although the 
man looked around 40 years old. Dorothy 
Ross assumed he was a mental patient 
being escorted to or from a nearby hospital. 
These voices, she noticed, seemed to 
come from the man’s chest rather than his 
mouth, and she emphasised: “There was 
no movement of either face or mouth”. 

This reminded her of an incident involving 
a member of a Spiritualist development 
circle she attended who was apparently 
invaded by a spirit entity, whose voice also 
seemed to emanate from the chest area. 
She wondered if the man was suffering a 
form of possession, and how many other 
undiagnosed and untreated cases there 
might be. However, as a frequent rail 
traveller myself, | cannot in the absence of 
any further evidence exclude the possibility 
that this was simply three men acting the 
goat in public. 

Looking into that classic Human 
Personality (1903) by Frederic Myers (1847- 
1901), one finds the disturbing case of 


ABOVE: Crowds of the sick gathered at the tomb of Deacon Francois de Paris in St Medard cemetery, 
Paris, in the hope of a miracle cure. 


a Miss Windsor, who between 1860 and 
1863 suffered horribly, gripped by what was 
diagnosed as an extreme form of ‘hystero- 
epilepsy’ with accompanying multiple 
delusions. She displayed a wide range of 
convulsive symptoms and automatic writing 
and incidents suggestive of what Myers 
called ‘supernormal’ faculties as telepathy 
and clairvoyance (though admitting the 
evidence failed to achieve the high standard 
he required). During her sufferings came 

a period of impersonating a dog, growling 
and howling to the point where dogs in the 
area responded. Her condition was aided 
by hypnosis but never cured and she died 
in 1874. 

Over a century earlier, amazing public 
spectacles had arisen in France with the 
bizarre convulsions of girls and young 
women flocking around the tomb of 
Deacon Francois de Paris (1690-1727) at 
Medard Cemetery in Paris, described in Eric 
Dingwall’s Some Human Oddities (1962): 

“Some of the girls were rolling on the 
ground: others were jumping in the air and 
being caught as they fell upon cushions 
and mattresses. Others were twisting their 
heads this way and that, rolling their eyes, 
extending their tongues, protruding their 
bellies and holding their breath. Some again 
were crying and whistling, whilst others were 
barking like dogs or crowing like cocks...”. 

The Medard girls were credited with 
healing powers and would suck and lick 
at the bodies of the sick, even wounds 
and sores. Others acted as prophetesses, 
exhibiting clairvoyance and astonishing 
resistance to pain, submitting to being 
whipped, pummelled and struck with 
hammers. 

One star performer was a woman called 
Gabrielle “who could feel no pain’, who was 


hit with hammers and spades, submitted 
to flames and who begged to be hit with a 
heavy rock. The cemetery shut in 1732, but 
displays continued in neighbouring houses 
for much longer. 

Deliberate fraud has often been alleged 
in poltergeist, witchcraft and possession 
cases, ancient and modern. In 1896, 

Frank Podmore of the Society for Psychical 
Research expounded the theory that 
mischievous adolescent girls were all 

guilty of faking manifestations, and that 
“naughty little girls” coupled with witness 
misperception lay behind them all. Unlike 
many sceptics, Podmore did engage in 
some fieldwork and his “naughty girl theory” 
was a lasting influence. The adoption of 
such a simplistic model often seemed 

to appeal to prejudices and the urge to 
explain away difficulties as conveniently as 
possible, resulting in girls and young women 
being dismissed from jobs, punished with 
imprisonment or incarcerated in mental 
asylums (a variant was that girls went into 
states of automatism and did everything 
unconsciously in their sleep). The notion 

of purely childish deceits was rejected as 
inadequate by a minority of SPR members 
like historian Andrew Lang and by Sir William 
Barrett, who witnessed poltergeist effects at 
first-hand. 

Charles Fort didn’t buy it either, being also 
among those jettisoning these prejudices 
and exploring the possibility of adolescents 
actually displaying genuinely extraordinary 
powers and symptoms, viewing girls and 
young women quite sympathetically in Wild 
Talents (1932). Indeed, concerning these 
girls, had Fort been prone to the popular 
parlance of today, he well might have 
sardonically observed, “Fraud? Why it’s just 
so 19th century!” 
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STRANGE DAYS 


STRANGE CONTINENT 


WEIRD WEATHER 

Strange weather continued 
all over Europe. In January, 
heavy snow fell on the Greek 
island of Samothraki. Giorgos 
Vassiloukas, a firefighter, 

told the press: “We have a lot 
of snow. It is up to 3m [10ft] 
high in places. And the wind 
is pretty strong at force 11 

to 12.” It was the heaviest 
snowfall for 15 years. A week 
later it snowed on the holy city 
of Jerusalem. On 3 February, 
heavy hailstorms and rains hit 
the famous island of Santorini 
in Greece, which some believe 
was the inspiration for Plato’s 
Atlantis. Heaps of hailstones 
covered the streets, while 
torrents of water and mud 
rushed through villages. www. 
stern.de, 16 Jan; Kolner Stadt- 
Anzeiger, 28 Jan+4 Feb 2022. 


IT STINKS! 

In the Cologne suburb of Hiirth, 
people have been complaining 
of unpleasant smells that have 
been assaulting their noses 

for months. The stink is said 

to resemble “chemicals and 
manure” and to occur mainly 
in the evening. A woman said 
she could no longer open her 
windows to let in fresh air, 

and she and her neighbours 
had signed a petition to 

have the smell investigated. 
However, even experts called 
by the administration could not 
identify the potent pong or its 
origin. City officials were aware 
of the problem and explained it 
had been going on “for years”. 
Sewer leakage was suggested, 
but not yet confirmed. 

By January 2022, not much 
had changed. Over 100 people 
had called the city hall to 
inquire about the “nauseating 
stink”, and the inhabitants 
of the nearby towns of Brtihl 
and Erftstadt said they also 
noticed it when the wind was 
coming from the right (or 
wrong) direction. A Hirth 
spokesperson said there were 
so many chemical factories 
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see = 
ABOVE: Not exactly a crop circle, but a peace sign formed by 86 tractors with their 
headlights on so that they could be seen from the air was formed by farmers 
at Herford, Germany, in protest against the invasion of the Ukraine by Russian 
autocrat Vladimir Putin. Westfalen-Blatt, 27 Feb 2022. 


in and around Cologne that it 
was difficult to pinpoint the 
origin of the stench. The city 
has called in more experts from 
the Federal Environmental 
Agency, who will attempt to find 
matches between temperature, 
intensity of smell, direction of 
wind and local industrial plants. 
Proceedings were expected to 
last at least six months. Radio 
Erft, 3 Sept 2021; www1.wdrde, 
27 Jan 2022. 


FALSE ALARMS 

Two mass panics happened in 
the Cologne region of Germany 
on two consecutive days. On 

3 February 2022, firefighters 
spent a whole day at a logistics 
company in Troisdorf-Spich 
after 13 workers on the morning 
shift complained of coughs, 
runny noses and inflammation 
of the eyes. The depot is used 

to store chemicals, but medics 
and chemical experts who 
checked the premises and 
tested the workers could find no 
cause for the symptoms. Later, 


10 workers on the afternoon 
shift complained of the same 
symptoms, and again, no origin 
could be identified. 

On 4 February, 2,000 students 
at a school in Chorweiler were 
evacuated when pupils reported 
an armed individual to police 
at 9.30am. By 12.30pm the 
school had been cleared, but 
a search by police found no 
armed person on the premises, 
despite further rumours that 
shots had been heard. At 2pm 
the school was declared free 
of danger. Only one girl was 
harmed - she collapsed due to 
overexcitement. Kolner Stadt- 
Anzeiger, 5 Feb 2022. 


SEALS IN THE RHINE 

This February, a seal made its 
way upriver from the North Sea 
to surface in the River Rhine 

at Duisburg in Germany. It 

was seen and photographed by 
Gunnar Jacobs on 12 February 
2022 and was also spotted when 
aTV crew came to interview 
the witness two days later. 


ULRICH MAGIN rounds up the weirdness from Europe: 
phantom pongs, false alarms and out-of-place roos. 


Other sightings were reported, 
among them several by the 
biologist Tobias Rautenberg, 
but after three days the animal 
seems to have returned to its 
usual haunts. Aktuelle Stunde, 
WDR, 14 Feb 2022. 

Previously, on 16 January, 
Leo Gijssel and his partner 
Anne Theuns were walking 
their dog along the Scheldt- 
Rhine-canal at Rilland, at the 
border of Zeeland and Brabant 
in the Netherlands, when both 
saw and videotaped a seal 
in the canal. However, this 
waterway is relatively close to 
the tidal zone of the North Sea. 
www.pzc.nl, 17 Jan 2022. 

While it is unlikely that this 
was the Duisburg seal, another 
sighting, made at the end of 
February near Nijmegen, also 
in the Netherlands, might have 
been the animal returning 
to the sea, as it was heading 
westward. It was seen and 
videotaped by 29-year-old 
David Riiben. A few days 
before, another seal had been 
spotted from the ferry at Oijen, 
in the Meuse River, which 
shares its delta with the Rhine. 
gelderlander.nl, 28 Feb 2022. 


STRANGE CRIME 
In January, thieves stole a whole 
stretch of cobblestoned street 
near a railway station in Zittau 
in Saxony, Germany. They used 
diggers to remove the stolen 
stones and lorries to transport 
them. The bounty was estimated 
to weigh as much as 60 tonnes. 
web.de/magazine, 21 Jan 2022. 
Also in January, a 38-year-old 
man turned himself in to the 
gendarmerie in Fréjus near 
Toulon, Provence, carrying a 
severed human head and penis 
in a bag. At the time the news 
reports appeared, nothing 
was known about his motive. 
The man was known to police, 
but only for minor crimes. He 
told them he had murdered a 
man the day before and was 
taken to police headquarters. 
When police inspected the flat 


STRANGE DAYS 


of the man, they found the 
mutilated body of his victim. 
The public prosecutor said that 
a psychiatric assessment has 
been commissioned. welt.de, 8 
Jan 2022. 


EURO ROOS 

Sightings - and, with smart 
phones in almost everybody’s 
hands — video clips of 
kangaroos hopping across 
European roads are almost 
commonplace now. Last 
summer, a 13-year-old filmed a 
kangaroo near Issum Sonsbeck, 
close to Xanten on the Rhine. 
A search for the animal, 
christened Mika, was fruitless 
and it was neither captured 
nor seen again. Mika returned 
in mid-January 2022, when a 
woman spotted the creature at 
Bonninghardt and managed to 
film it. She informed Ludger 
Funke of the Office of Public 
Order in Alpen. “It is not easy 
to catch a ‘roo”, says Funke, 
“you have to inform someone 
who knows how to stun the 
animal, but by the time he 
appears, it will be long gone.” 
WDR Aktuelle Stunde, rp-online. 
de, 19 Jan 2022. 

At 8am on the morning of 
21 February, a motorist near 
Oster Ulslev (population 225), 
a village in the southeast of 
the Danish island of Lolland, 
spotted and filmed another of 
the out-of-place marsupials as 
it stood in the road and then 
crossed a field. The motorist 
“had to rub the sleep out of 
his eyes”, he explained to 
police. After receiving a note 
from the driver, the cops asked 
for additional eyewitnesses 
via Facebook. They received 
several replies; people said 
that the kangaroo had been 
at large for a long time, and 
several wrote in to report 
their own recent and earlier 
sightings. “About a month 
ago we had an inquiry about 
a kangaroo, so maybe it is the 
same,” said Palle Hansen, 
communications officer at the 
South Zealand and Lolland- 
Falster Police. He hoped the 
animal’s owner would soon 
catch it, before it caused a 
traffic accident. A kangaroo in 


ABOVE LEFT: The mysterious monster of the Rijnhaven surfaces. ABOVE RIGHT: The Lolland kangaroo hops off. 


“The images are 
getting better 
and better, and 
more terrifying” 


South Zealand sounds like a 
perfect synchronicity, but then 
the driver should really have 
seen a hopping platypus! www. 
tv2east.dk, 21 Feb 2022. 

It was Germany’s turn 
next when floods at Malente, 
Schleswig-Holstein, damaged 
the pen of one-year-old wallaby 
Freddy who escaped and is now 
being sought by his worried 
owners. SHZ, 28 Feb 2022. 


MUD MONSTER RISING 

In the summer of 2021, several 
people saw, and at least two 
persons videotaped, a monster 
in the Rijnhaven (‘Rhine 

Port’) of Rotterdam in the 
Netherlands. A video shot 
around 9pm on 20 August 

2021 by passer-by Marcel 

Neef showed a commotion in 
the water, with a solid dark 
object like the back of a large 
creature surfacing. In the short 
video, Egyptian geese swim on 
the water and approach, ina 
leisurely fashion, whatever the 
dark ‘back’ is, and then actually 
stand on top of it, apparently 
feeding. According to Neef, 
other people also saw the thing 
surfacing. “It seems to have a 
serrated back, a big tail and 

it makes quite a few waves. A 
week and a half ago, another 


video of a similar apparition in 
the water of the Rijnhaven was 
released. Readers and experts 
speculated wildly... it is not 
clear exactly what we saw.” 
Among the suggested 
identities were a crocodile, 
a catfish entangled in a net, 
or a seal. Interviews with 
eyewitnesses and doubters 
appeared in the press. The 
first witness was a woman. 
“She is convinced that it is a 
crocodile. According to her, 
its head and the scales on its 
back were clearly visible. She 
is afraid now: ‘I won’t let my 
children go near the water 
any more!’” A woman walking 
her dog suggested using the 
sightings to attract tourists. 
Elly Bouman, who runs four 
floating bungalows in the 
harbour, laughed at the idea, 
suggesting the only crocodiles 
in the harbour would be 
inflatable ones. Skipper Gerrit 
van Katwijk, with 20 years’ 
experience on the water, has 
never seen anything unusual 
in the port, which is currently 
very busy, he says, because the 
area is under development 
and there is a dredger in the 
harbour. “The harbour has 
been used for inland shipping 
for years and all kinds of things 
were thrown into the water.” 
“Rotterdam under the 
spell of the monster,” said De 
Gelderlander on 4 September. 
“Ts it a synchronised swimmer 
with flatulence or a mini 
submarine manned bya 
German who does not yet know 
that the war is over?” asked the 
paper. Kees Moeliker, director 


of the Natural History Museum 
in Rotterdam, was quoted as 
saying: “The images are getting 
better and better, and more 
terrifying. My first thought 

is that there is some animal 
floating there, a dead catfish or 
something. Predator fish then 
come and cause movement of 
the carcass. But what is strange 
is that this should always 
happen in the same place, and 
at low tide. There could bea 
simple explanation. On closer 
inspection, it looks like a piece 
of decking that is somehow still 
attached to the bottom. When 
the tide comes in, it is lifted up 
and the wooden construction 
wobbles a bit on the waves. But 
I don’t want to kill a potential 
tourist attraction.” 

Three employees of 
Stadsbeheer, who were 
cleaning up the Rijnhaven for a 
visit by King Willem-Alexander, 
were interviewed. Papito, 48, 
explained: “We searched two 
weeks ago, but found nothing. 
T’ve seen all those videos. Is it 
a rorqual or a sperm whale? 

In any case it is a large animal 
with a huge tail. In a video I 
saw the ducks go for it.” In early 
September, Dutch newspapers 
reported that the mystery had 
been solved. “According to 
crane operator Ad Paans, who 
is cleaning up the water ona 
Boskalis ship, we are dealing 
with an enormous load of 
gravel that was dumped at the 
‘suspicious spot’ a while ago.” 
www.rijnmond.nl, 22+24 Aug; 
www.gelderlander.nl, 4 Sept; 
www.ad.nl, de Stentor, 8 Sept 
2021. 
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Since the arrival of Bitcoin 

in 2008, the blockchain, a 
distributed digital database 
that maintains secure records 
of transactions, has produced a 
boom in cryptocurrencies such 
as Ethereum and Dogecoin that 
have made and lost fortunes for 
investors. They have also led 

to the creation of Non-fungible 
Tokens (NFTs), a form of 
digital receipt or certificate of 
ownership kept on a blockchain, 
that are currently fueling their 
own investment bubble for 
NFTs linked to simple digital 
images, but both blockchains 
and NFTs have the potential to 
do much more. 


BITCOIN TIME TRAVELLER? 
Bitcoin and the blockchain 
debuted in 2008 when a white 
paper entitled Bitcoin: A Peer- 
to-Peer Electronic Cash System 
was published by someone 
calling themselves “Satoshi 
Nakamoto”, who also went on 
to devise the first blockchain 
database on which Bitcoin was 
run. “Nakamoto” remained 
active in the Bitcoin world until 
2010, by which time it was clear 
that “Satoshi Nakamoto” was 
a pseudonym for a person or a 
collective; then he, she, or they 
vanished. Since then, there 
has been much speculation as 
to Nakamoto’s identity, with 
several people being named 
as, or claiming to be, either 
the man himself, or one of the 
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collective operating under that 
name, but none of the claims 
have been wholly convincing, 
so speculation continues to 
be rife. One of the key factors 
that seems to exclude all the 
claimants so far is that none of 
them have accessed Nakamoto’s 
own bitcoin wallet, which would 
now be worth upwards of $50 
billion. As all transactions and 
holdings on the blockchain are 
publicly verifiable, it is possible 
to monitor this holding and see 
if it is ever accessed by someone 
holding its private key. While 
his disappearance and failure 
to tap this fortune might be 
easily accounted for by him 
dying in 2010, wilder theories 
about Nakamoto’s identity 
have proliferated, ranging 
from the Bitcoin being a CIA 
front to enable them to make 
untraceable transactions to the 
idea that Satoshi Nakamoto was 
a time traveller. 

Part of the reasoning for 
this is that the blockchain 
concept was so revolutionary 
and disruptive it seemed to 
have no real predecessors and 
seems to have appeared out of 
nowhere (although there are 
reasons to dispute this), but 
artist and philosopher Nick 
Hinton has put forward a theory 
that Nakamoto is in fact a rogue 
artificial intelligence from the 
future. He sees evidence for 
this in a specific block that was 
added to the blockchain with a 
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block hash that features zeros 
“oddly similar” to the Genesis 
Block, or the first Bitcoin block 
ever added to the blockchain. 
Following the zeros are a series 
of numbers that Hinton says 
“represent the ‘Exceptionally 
Simple Theory of Everything”, 
which actually, is not all that 
simple. He maintains the 
random string of numbers is 
“meaningful” and “super rare,” 
and would supposedly take 3.3 
decillion years to come up with 
using current computing power. 
As a result, he suggests that 

it was generated sometime in 
the future by a high-powered 
quantum computer using many 
parallel universes to do the 
calculation and that the funds 
building up in “Nakamura’s” 
account are part of a scheme 
by a time travelling rogue AI 
to take over the world in the 
future. newsbtc.com. 


BLOCKCHAIN RELIGION 
Matt Liston, former CEO of 
Augur, a blockchain prediction 
company, has started what 

he describes as the first 
blockchain religion, which 


IAN SIMMONS delves into the 
oddities of cryptocurrency 


LEFT: Should we consider Yves Klein’s 
imaginary artwork, currently on sale at 
Sotheby’s, a proto-NFT? FACING PAGE: 
A statue in Budapest dedicated to the 
mysterious ‘Satoshi Nakamoto’. 


he calls 0xQ (Zero ex Omega 

or Zero times Omega) based 

on a document known as the 
“flame paper”, only available 
on the Ethereum blockchain. 
Liston, described by some as the 
Cryptsiah or Cryptophet, terms 
he rejects, believes putting 

his religion on the blockchain 
could eliminate the need for 

it to have a leader, or even any 
governing authority, and give all 
its followers an equal influence 
on its beliefs and activities. This 
is because they can all record 
their ideas on the blockchain 
and then use it to come toa 
consensus, or, if not, “hard fork” 
the blockchain into two separate 
religions. “In this religion, 

the people participating and 
involved could essentially vote 
and continuously change the 
structure and nature of it,” 

said Avery Singer, an artist 

and supporter of 0xQ. At the 
launch, Liston invited audience 
members to join 0xQ by giving 
out highly inflated Zimbabwe 
dollar notes and Weimar 
Republic Reichsmarks inscribed 
with private and public keys 
people could use to generate 

a “wallet” on the blockchain 
and enter into the religion, 
saying that the combination of 
a blockchain and religion has 
captured “some kind of meme 
magic”. The religion is basically 
a consensus protocol for the 
Ethereum blockchain and has 

a wider application as it could 
be used by other religions or 
collectives to manage donations 
more democratically, reach 
agreements, and better identify 
honest leaders. futurism.com, 2 
Jun 2018; Wired, 28 Jun 2018. 


BITCOIN MOUSE 

A blockchain-based collective, 
calling itself BitMouse DAO, 
has announced a project to 
insert a Bitcoin into a mouse. 


Bitcoins are accessed using 

a digital “Private Key” and 
the collective intend to work 
with a “biological company” 
to inset the code for a Bitcoin 
into the DNA sequence of a 
mouse egg, so that when it is 
born, the mouse would have 
this code hidden in every cell. 
“Tdeally the offspring of the 
BitMouse would also carry 

the private key,” BitMouse 
DAO said, adding, “We would 
make specimens of them to 
sell at auction after they die 
of natural causes,” with each 
still containing the private key 
in its preserved cells. “At that 
point, a single Bitcoin would 
split into multiple specimens, 
but as soon as someone breaks 
the specimen to extract the 
genetic information and thus 
remove the BitMouse, the other 
specimens would lose their 
value,” they write, as the person 
who did this would be able to 
claim ownership of the actual 
Bitcoin on the blockchain. 
Inevitably, they are also offering 
NFTs for images of the mouse 
and its offspring to raise funds 
to make the project a reality. 
iflscience.com, 1 Feb 2022. 


APE FAIL 
The highest profile NFT linked 
images are “Bored Apes”, 
which have been bought and 
hyped by celebrities such as 
Paris Hilton and Justin Bieber. 
There have been 10,000 of these 
produced by the Bored Ape 
Yacht Club, each a computer- 
generated variation on an 
image of a bored-looking ape, 
and they can sell for over 
$300,000 each. The owner of 
Bored Ape 3,547, named only as 
maxnaut, failed to realise the 
full value of his NFT due toa 
“lapse of concentration”. While 
listing his Ape for sale online, 
he accidentally typed “0.75 
ethereum (ETH)” (£2,405) 
instead of 75 ETH (£240,500); 
ethereum is the cryptocurrency 
used in many NFT transactions. 
“T instantly saw the error as 
my finger clicked the mouse 
but... it was instantly sniped 
before I could click ‘Cancel’ 
- and just like that, $250,000 
was gone,” he said. His Bored 
Ape had been instantly snapped 


up by a bot that monitors 

the market for sales below a 
certain price and buys them 
at superhuman speed, and as 
there is no central authority 
governing the blockchain 

it is almost impossible to 

get accidental transactions 
reversed. Having paid 8ETH 
(£2,418) in “gas fees” to speed 
the transaction through, the 
automated account then put 
maxnaut’s NFT back on sale 
almost instantly for $250,000. 
bbc.co.uk/news 13 Dec 2021. 


PUTTING THE CRYPTO IN 
CRYPTOZOOLOGY 

Taking a rather more grounded 
approach is Mattereum, 

a startup that connects 

NFTs with physical objects 
and supports them with 
enforceable, legally binding, 
contracts, with the aim, in the 
longer term, of using their 
NFTs to enable the circular 
economy to function. Having 
already tested their concept 
with NFTs linked to real 

gold, wine, art and high value 
collectibles, they have just 
launched an NFT connected to 
an alleged footprint cast of a 
Chupacabra, taken in Florida 
and which, in 1995, appeared 
in the Fortean Times exhibition 
Of Monsters and Miracles at 
Croydon Clocktower. For sale on 
the NFT marketplace OpenSea, 
the NFT will give the purchaser 
ownership of the cast, which 

is kept in a secure art storage 
vault. They can then either 
leave it there and trade the 
NFT or use it as a collection 
receipt and take possession of 
the actual object. mattereum. 
com. 


EARLIEST NFT? 

Something that could be said 

to be a proto-NFT has been 

put up for sale at Sotheby’s: a 
receipt for a piece of invisible 
art by Yves Klein, best known 
for creating his signature vivid 
blue colour and using it in many 
of his works. In the late 1950s, 
Klein sold several pieces of 
imaginary art under the title 
Zones of Immaterial Pictorial 
Sensibility, which he would sell 
to buyers for a weight of pure 
gold, then issue a receipt to the 
buyer. He then got buyers to 
take part in a ritual involving 
burning the receipt and 
throwing half the gold into the 
river Seine to make the buyer 
the “definitive owner” of the 
artwork. Unburned receipts 
could be sold on, and Klein 
kept a register of who owned 
these. Klein’s receipts acted like 
NFTs, with his register forming 
a kind of blockchain, and the 
burning ritual also 
prefigures the way 
that once someone 
claims a physical 
item that is 
connected to 

an NFT, the 

NFT no longer 
exists and is 
“burned”. The 
estimate on 

Klein’s receipt is 
$551,000. Only time 
will tell if Bored Apes 
retain their value quite as well. 
upi.com, 23 Mar 2022. 


TRUMP COIN 

While a cryptocurrency called 
Trumpcoin exists and is 
currently being sued by the 
Trump family for using their 
name without permission, 
another form of Trump coin 

is finding favour among his 
fanbase. This coin is an actual 
token that features Trump’s face 
embossed in gold on a silver 
background with his slogan, 
“Keep America Great”, written 
in an arc above his head. It has 
not been made clear where 
these coins originate, with no 
company taking credit, but 
they are being sold through a 
multiplicity of online affiliate 
sales outlets connected with 
right-wingers for just $0 (plus 


$9.99 shipping and handling), 
with some marketers claiming 
this physical Trump coin was 
actually a cryptocurrency too. 
This was considerably boosted 
by a fake account on the 
messaging app Telegram that 
claimed to belong to the actor 
Denzel Washington, saying that 
“Democrats are only causing 
panic and insecurity, and the 
American people are not safe 
with them on the wheel,” 
and claiming that Trump 
coins would soon replace 
“real money” as a safe form 
of currency. Many other fake 
accounts then pushed it and 
claimed that the coin’s value 
was about to surge, just as 
the price of cryptocurrencies 
like Bitcoin have rocketed. It 
got to the point where a fake 
account for Trump-aligned 
Congresswoman Marjorie 
Taylor Greene shared a fake 
story on a fake Fox News 
website about a fake 
tweet by a fake Elon 
Musk, falsely 
claiming that 
Tesla’s chief 
executive 
would soon 
accept Trump 
coins as 
payment. As 
a result, many 
Trump followers 
have been buying the 
coin in quantity, confident 
that Trump will either soon 
make it legal tender or allow 
it to be exchanged for his 
own cryptocurrency, with one 
purchaser saying: “Seems 
somewhat risky to me, but 
$500 against a potentially 
large upside seemed like a 
reasonable risk.” A New York 
Times investigation showed 
that not only were claims 
about the coins’ potential 
value completely baseless 
but discovered they had 
been created by a company 
in Romania and were 
manufactured in bulk in China 
before being sold through right 
wing online outlets in the US, 
who took a cut of the profits. 
Their surface lustre turned out 
to be simply paint and they 
lacked any value as metals. 
nytimes.com, 22 Jan 2022. 
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UFOs OVER UKRAINE 

As soon as the Russian invasion of Ukraine 
began, stories of UFO sightings started 
circulating and, unsurprisingly, there was 
speculation on social media about alien 
involvement in this ‘operation’. 

The always restrained Daily Star carried the 
headline: “‘UFO’ unleashes ‘lightning attack’ 
on Russian tanks after Ukrainians pray to 
God”. The story claimed that a Ukrainian 
soldier rang his father from the front line to 
get him and members of their church to pray 
for help. Later, the soldier rang back to say a 
miracle had happened: he saw a spaceship 
shooting out sparks and lightning, and in the 
morning they discovered Russian Federation 
tanks and machines destroyed by “some 
weapon we didn’t know about”. So it did not 
take long for God and aliens, or perhaps godly 
aliens, to get into the mix. 

On YouTube, a video purporting to show 
a “UFO hovering over Kiev” was posted on 
8 March. Shot three days earlier, it shows a 
glowing object fly upwards and then hover 
over the bright lights of the city. As it’s a grainy 
image of a distant object, it’s hard to tell 
for certain what the video shows, although 
there is a high probability it was a drone. As 
someone sarcastically (1 think!) comments: 
“Imagine thinking ET has mastered FTL space 
travel only to blatantly loiter above Ukraine in 
a glowing spaceship and watch us kill each 
other.” 

The notorious UFO spotter Scott C Waring 
also posted this video on his UFO Sightings 
Daily website and observed that this was 
“very odd behaviour for an aircraft. But 
then again, it’s war, so it could be anything. 
However, | distinctly remember that during 
the Fukashima, Japan, nuclear reactor leak 
a news video was taken which accidentally 
caught a white long tictac UFO flying low and 
slow over the reactor. | think this may be 
there for the same reason. A reactor leak 
not only causes harm to the humans below, 
but makes it unusable to aliens too... for 
thousands of years. This object has all the 
signs of being a UFO.” 

Another YouTube video is of a UFO over Lviv 
on the night of 7 March. This glowing object 
was probably another drone. A commentator 
optimistically notes: “I sincerely hope that it 
is an ET craft. Two visitations in three days 
would mean they are interested and are 
thinking about interfering. | truly hope they do 
something.” 

A similar thought inspired this Facebook 
comment: “Why haven't they [presumably the 
US government] whipped out the seized alien 
technology on the war yet?” 
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One reason for not revealing alien 
technology, according to Kerry Cassidy on the 
Project Camelot website, is because, “this 
entire maneuver by US and Russia to create 
a ‘war game’ and war scenario where Russia 
is seen as the ‘invader’ is a ruse to cover the 
necessary actions these two superpowers 
must take to deal with the ET race or races 
involved in both Ukraine and Crimea and 
handle the fall-out from their presence.” 

Another far-out theory is promoted 
by Michael Salla, who says that JP’ (an 
anonymous source in the US Army) claims 
the US military was going to investigate a 
‘Space Ark’ buried near Kherson and this 
is why the Russians promptly invaded — to 
secure the craft for themselves. JP predicts 
that the ‘Ark’ will take to the sky and will, as 
Salla puts it, “instantaneously become a 
global event of profound significance’. 

www. dailystar.co. uk/news/weird-news/ 
god-makes-ufo-unleash-lightning-26401 773; 
UFO over Kiev: www.youtube.com/ 
watch ?v=ETCXH88PLX0&t=7s, WWW. 
ufosightingsdaily.com/2022/03/ufo-shoots- 
over-kiev-ukraine-on-march-5.html; UFO over 
Lviv: www. latest-ufo-sightings.net/2022/03/ 
ufo-flying-over-lviv-ukraine-7-mar-2022. html; 
Project Camelot: projectcamelotportal. 
com/2022/02/07/the-real-purpose-behind- 
the-war-games-russian-incursion-into-ukraine- 
crimea/; Space Ark: exopolitics.org/buried- 
ukraine-space-ark-in-kherson-activates/ 


ATOMIC 

Talk of the Ukrainian conflict escalating to 

a nuclear war caused UFO believers on 
Facebook and other social media to state 
that the aliens would not allow this, blithely 
ignoring the fact that they ‘allowed’ the 
dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki and have never stopped the testing 
of such weapons. 
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LEFT: A video of a ‘UFO’ over 
Kiev posted on 8 March. 


The main evidence 
that aliens have the 
power to stop nuclear 
weapons is supported 
by the likes of the 
famous UFO incident 
at Minot Air Force Base 
in September 1966. 
Retired Air Force Captain 
David Schindele, author 
of It Never Happened, 
Volume 1, claims 
that “a flying object 
tampered with and 
took down a total of 10 nuclear-tipped ICBM 
missiles by rendering them un-launchable!” 

A few months later, in March 1967, there 
were two similar incidents at an underground 
launch control facility at Malmstrom Air Force 
Base, Montana. 

Robert Sheaffer on his Bad UFOs blog 
shoots down the two Malmstrom incidents by 
asserting that in the first instance missiles 
did go offline due to an electronic glitch, but 
that no UFO was reported. In the second 
instance, a UFO (Mars?) was seen, but no 
missiles went offline. 

Tales highlighting the UFO/nuke connection 
have proliferated to the extent that, as 
already noted, the likes of Scott C Waring 
believe that we do not have to worry about 
nuclear proliferation, because our alien space 
brothers will take care of us and avert any 
potential nuclear attacks. 

But wait a minute! Our (ex) man from the 
Ministry, Nick Pope, tells Metro that beams 
of light penetrated the nuclear weapon store 
at Rendlesham and affected some of the 
devices. He cannot prove this, because 
the evidence is hidden behind layers of 
government secrecy. An expert on uncritically 
repeating UFO stories, he then goes on to say 
he does not believe aliens are going to help 
us, as this constitutes “...a spiritual belief 
that reminds me of religion, with its central 
premise of salvation from above.” To me, 
it seems irresponsible to fuel the narrative 
of all-powerful aliens and then pull the rug 
out when it comes to them actually doing 
anything in real life. Feeding UFO fantasies to 
the masses is bad enough, but in this case, it 
could have devastating consequences. 
https:/badufos. blogspot.com/2014/01/ 
discovery-canadas-close-encounters-mars. 
html; metro.co.uk/2022/03/10/ex-ministry- 
of-defence-investigator-says-aliens-wont-step- 
into-russia-war-16254008/ 


“The Silent Vulcan” was a term coined 

by UFO investigator Graham Hall, of the 
Leicestershire UFO group, following a 

spate of unusual sightings in 1978. It 
caused a stir, as it was widely observed by 
independent witnesses and was clearly a 
real event: the only thing missing was the 
identity of the unexplained flying object. 
Such was the notoriety of the case that it 
even inspired a recent trilogy of novels by 
the late James Follett about weird events 
over England, in which a village was covered 
by some kind of shield: the final book of this 
series is actually entitled The Silent Vulcan. 

The Silent Vulcan returned to our skies 
on the night of 1 March 2022, over Ireland, 
where many witnesses contacted the 
media to report a V-shaped object crossing 
overhead without the loud sounds expected 
from an aircraft. In Sligo, Leitrim and 
Donegal, in the far north west of the country 
and just south of the border with Northern 
Ireland, dozens of people reported seeing 
the object, saying it was low and very bright 
but made no sound — a puzzle very like the 
events in England 44 years earlier. 

One likened this new UFO to a “B-52 
bomber, huge — silent — | am speechless.” It 
“moved very slowly and was made of light,” 
said another. Again, we have the classic 
V shape of the post-war Vulcan bomber 
(hence the name given in 1978, when it 
was still flying). Reports in Ireland piled up, 
and most mentioned near silence apart 
from a quiet buzz or hum; again, very similar 
comments were made in the original case. 

Those sightings, which led to the original 
“Silent Vulcan” label, began just after 
dusk on the clear night of 23 October 
1978. Multiple witnesses saw it cross 
Leicestershire and Warwickshire over a 
period of two or three hours. That fact alone 
tells you this was not an actual UFO — such 
a duration is all but unheard of. Any alien 
intruder that circled for hours and was 
visible to anyone looking up would have 
been detected by the authorities, with civil 
air traffic diverted and military interceptors 
alerted. But this did not happen. Indeed, 
East Midlands airport confirmed they had 
nothing on radar as the Silent Vulcan 
circled, but affirmed that the crew and 
passengers of an inbound Air Malta flight 
landing at East Midlands around 7.26pm 
actually reported the UFO, as it was rather 
hard to miss given its three large spotlights. 

So what happened next? An 
extraordinarily well constructed investigation 
by local UFO investigators and a fine report 
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sent to me by Mark Brown, which showed 
the tortuous path of the Silent Vulcan. 
But what was it, and how and why was it 
traversing a busy civilian air corridor? 

As in 1978, there is no question that 
the 2022 event was real. Many commercial 
aircraft from Europe to Canada do cross 
over this part of Ireland, but at heights 
around 39,000ft (11,900m), and nothing 
like the size of the object reported by these 
witnesses. The sound from a high jet is faint 
and takes seconds to travel to the ground, 
creating a notable lag with our visual 
perception of its location. So viewing an 
aircraft at that altitude creates a perception 
anomaly that we are used to experiencing 
and compensate for, especially as aircraft 
cross the sky slowly as they cover many 
miles in view. Our brains match sight and 
sound without any disconnect. This is one of 
those little quirks of nature that may seem 
trivial until you are trying to unravel the 
cause of a UFO experience. 

Aliens and UFOs are, as usual, the media 
explanation for the events over Ireland, but 
we need to ask if something else could be 
going on, as | suspect is the case here. 

A key clue is the date — just four days 
into the Russian ‘special operation’ in 
Ukraine, putting us on the brink of another 
European war. In such circumstances, you 
would expect rather more mundane things 
than alien spacecraft could be flying in 
preparation for whatever might come next. 

Back in the 1970s, the East Midlands 
sightings were not the end of the story. Over 
the next few weeks repeat runs followed just 
north of the original sightings. In one case | 
pursued there were independent witnesses 
to the phenomenon moving from the north 
Midlands up to south Derbyshire, with 
sightings in places such as Ashbourne and 
Whaley Bridge. Witnesses did not call this a 
Silent Vulcan. They called it a “jellyfish” or 
“manta ray”, but reported much the same 
thing as had been seen days earlier coming 
from the south, hinting at the same origin. 

It seemed likely that this UAP originated 


LEFT: Witness sketches from the original 1978 
Silent Vulcan case. 


somewhere near the East Midlands and 
was flying ‘missions’ over a relatively small 
area, leading to speculation that it might 

be an experimental silent airship (but its 
alleged very low height would make that 
dangerous at night, especially over northern 
hills in later reports). However, as we Saw 
with the new sightings in Ireland, estimation 
of silence is subject to common perception 
errors based on presumptions as to an 
object’s height, which are themselves based 
on assumptions of its size — difficult to 
estimate against a dark sky. 

We may not know what was really flying 
over Ireland in 2022, but | think we now 
know what was seen in 1978 — although 
it took two decades to find out, thanks to 
allied security. 

| interviewed the Under Secretary who 
ran the department overseeing UFO reports 
in the 1970s. He confessed he suspected 
testing of some secret technology — 
probably by the Americans with British 
support. Stealth aircraft — radar invisible, 
quiet and covert — were under development 
by the USA, but this was not admitted at 
the time. In particular the Aurora, as it 
was later called, was in early development 
and had several accidents during testing. 
| was told by US aviation specialists in the 
1980s that they were deployed for secret 
testing in Europe, the expected theatre of 
engagement, with England being the first 
testing location in the late 1970s. When 
Peter Hough and | were talking to officers 
and crew at RAF Shawbury in Shropshire, it 
became clear that it was by then an open 
secret that the Aurora was first test flown 
from RAF Alconbury, not far from the East 
Midlands, with the first flights in 1978, but 
kept secret for obvious reasons. 

Bearing all that in mind, and the fact that 
at the time the Cold War was at its peak, | 
am convinced that the “Silent Vulcan” was 
no such thing: it was an Aurora. 

Could something similar explain the 
recent events over Ireland? Was this a low- 
level test flight of a 21st century aviation 
secret, not picked up on conventional radar? 
Or was it a case of multiple lights much 
higher up misperceived as lower, slower 
and quieter, merged by the mind into one 
silent craft because the high altitude was 
misinterpreted? Either way, it might be a 
long time before we find out what the new 
“Silent Vulcan” truly was... 
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A MODERN MAN IN AN ANCIENT WORLD 
THE NIGEL KNEALE CENTURY 
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Nigel Kneale was born in 1922, the same year the BBC came into being, and with works like Nine- 
teen Eighty-Four, The Quatermass Experiment and The Stone Tape went on to change the face of 
television forever. JON DEAR examines the life and legacy of the dedicated rationalist whose writing 
mapped a dark world of ancient terrors and future shocks. Photographs courtesy of Matthew Kneale. 
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orn 100 years ago this 

April, Thomas Nigel 

Kneale (1922-2006; obitu- 

ary FT218:28-29) was one 

of Britain’s most signifi- 

cant screenwriters. Kneale 
was described by Mark Gatiss as the 
inventor of modern television,! and his 
works encompassed the technological- 
ly wondrous and the profoundly dysto- 
pian, the unknowable ancient past and 
grim visions of the future. While his 
choice of speculative topics would lead 
to his being labelled a writer of ‘sci- 
ence fiction’ and ‘folk horror’ - terms 
that appalled him - Kneale’s focus was 
always relevant to the here and now, 
dealing with topics like racism and 
intergenerational conflict - and, as we 
shall see, perhaps something rather 
more personal. 

We tend to think of Kneale as a post 
War writer - Quatermass is a creation 
of the early Cold War; The Road was 
written in the aftermath of the Cuban 
Missile Crisis - but he was a child of 
the 1920s, born in the same year as 
actor Christopher Lee - who would 
later be made famous by the Hammer 
Films that Kneale helped to reinvent 


- novelist Kingsley Amis — whose novel Stan- 


ley and the Woman would be the last series 
Kneale would adapt for television - and 


computer scientist Geoffrey Tootill- creator : 
of the world’s first electronic stored-program ‘ 


computer, and later Control Centre Director 
of the European Space Research Organisa- 
tion (now the European Space Agency) 


- essentially a real-life Bernard Quatermass. : 


The Twenties saw the first regular radio 
broadcasts and the creation of the BBC, as 
well as John Logie Baird’s first experiments 
with turning electronic signals into images. 
Radio and TV were born alongside Kneale. 


THE ISLAND 

Although he was born in Barrow-in-Furness, 
Cumbria, Kneale’s parents came from the 
Isle of Man and in 1928 they returned there. 
William Kneale had been Deputy Chief 
Reporter on the Bolton Evening News, and 
had hopes for the Manchester Guardian, but 
a combination of a homesick wife, economic 


depression and a sickly child persuaded him 
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ISLANDERS WOULD 
TALK OF GHOSTS AS 
PART OF EVERYDAY 
EXISTENCE 


to return to Douglas, the island’s capital, 
and take up the position of assistant editor 
on the Isle of Man Examiner. Young Nigel 
was strongly photosensitive and this in- 
ability to tolerate sunlight would plague 
him all his life. Daughter Tacy remembers 
holidays from her childhood: “It was always 
a kind of known horror. Mostly we’d go on 
‘cool’ holidays but when we went to Venice, 
we'd have one day on the beach and Dad 
came with us, and sat in this hut or little 
building, fully kitted out in a hat and gloves 
and a jacket and some sort of scarf or polo 
neck. And Mum and I would be in bikinis, 


LEFT: Nigel Kneale in a 1955 BBC publicity 
shot for Quatermass II. 


Matt (Matthew Kneale) in swimming 
shorts, and we’d be leaping around 
in the sea. And I remember a bat fell 
out of a tree. Nobody wanted to go 
near it because of rabies but Dad was 
able to gather it up. I remember that 
everybody clapped, but that might 
also be because he looked rather like 
a member of the Mafia.” 2 

Back in the late 1920s, banished 
from the sunlight and forced to live in 
the dark, and on an island steeped in 
folklore and mysticism, Nigel Kneale 
began to write. 

The Isle of Man is only 227 square 
miles (588km7)in size, halfway 
between Ireland and Britain. It is a 
place apart. Kneale’s son Matthew 
described it as somewhere the old 
Celtic beliefs survived remark- 
ably intact until relatively recently. 
“There was an English Bishop who 
was appointed to clean up the Isle 
of Man and get rid of all the strange 
superstitions. And he was basically 
hounded out by a mob because every- 
one knew that if your neighbour was ruining 


: your crop or cursing you in some way then 


the only recourse was the fairy doctor or 
the charm doctor who would cast spells in 


: your defence. This continued until the early 


20" century, so my father would have been 


: very aware of all this. And although he saw 
: himself as a modernist, a rationalist, he was 
> very aware of the dramatic potential. He was 


quite happy to mix the two and see where 


: he landed.” 3 


Islanders Kneale knew as a child would 
talk of ghosts as if they were still very much 
part of people’s everyday experience. He 


would cross the Fairy Bridge out of Douglas 


and greet the Mooinjer Veggey, saying “Laa 


Mie”, or good day for luck. This was advis- 


able as the Mooinjer Veggey were mischie- 


: vous fairies who would hunt unsuspecting 


souls. Ancient traditions were part of 
everyday life; past and present were con- 
tinuous, treated as one and the same. Much 
of Kneale’s work deals with how the long- 


: buried past still affects us now. Quatermass 


ABOVE LEFT: Una Brandon-Jones as Mrs Clemson in Kneale’s ATV play “Murrain”. ABOVE LEFT: Jane Wymark as the pregnant wife in “Baby”, from 1976’s Beasts. Both 
of these tales of rural horror would seem to originate in Kneale’s memories of the Isle of Man and his grandfather’s attempts to run a farm. 


and the Pit deals with latent characteristics 
and beliefs implanted into human genetic 
makeup millions of years ago. The Stone Tape 
demonstrates how the past is layered into 
the landscape and echoes through our lives, 
and how we, in turn, are destined to become 
the next layer. For some people, the standing 
stones that cover the Manx countryside, and 
indeed the UK, possess mystical power; to 
others they represent the cutting edge of 
technology in the ancient world. Kneale sits 
at the fulcrum of these seemingly compet- 
ing ideas, and he knew they complemented 
each other more than is usually thought. And 
when we see the tripodic Martians of his 
creation, are we not reminded of the ancient 
Manx triskelion? 

Like MR James, Kneale may begin at the 
limit of human understanding, where the 
rational academic encounters the previously 


unknown, but from this similar starting point, : 


they venture in wildly different directions. As 
Mark Fisher once put it: “Unlike MR James, 
Nigel Kneale did not take the supernatural 
on its own terms.” Indeed, one could argue 
that there is no supernatural in Kneale’s dra- 
mas: if it is happening, it is natural, and the 
trick is to try and understand it, which may 
require a re-evaluation of who and what we 
are. Kneale paints on a large canvas. 

But if the Isle of Man and Manx folklore 
could provide such fertile soil for Kneale’s 
imaginative wanderings, so could the 
personal experiences of his own family. His 
grandfather had been a successful saddler in 
Douglas, but the collapse of Dumbell’s Bank 
in February 1900 caused financial meltdown 
on the island and scores of businesses had 
to close. He saved enough money to take on 
the tenancy of Laurel Bank Farm, owned by 
his sister-in-law. It did not go well. The first 
livestock on the farm, a solitary cow, died 
of tuberculosis soon after it was purchased, 
but the cattle shed remained infected and 
subsequent cows suffered the same fate. 
Sometime later three other cows contracted 


TOMATO 
CAIN 


and other stories 


by 
NUCGEb 


ISIN PEAANLSYES 


with a Foreword by 


ELIZABETH 
BOWEN 


brucellosis, or, as it was then better known, 
contagious abortion. Things came to a head 


when Kneale’s grandmother had a stroke and 


the couple eventually sold up and returned 
to Douglas.® 

Now one of Kneale’s most popular works 
is his horror anthology series Beasts (1976) 
and its unofficial pilot, the Kneale-scripted 
episode of the ATV series Against the Crowd, 
“Murrain” (1975). This story concerns the 
mysterious infection of livestock on a farm 
and the belief that’s it’s the fault of a lonely 
old woman, accused of witchcraft, which the 
local vet dismisses as nonsense. Indeed, the 
writer Howard David Ingham used We Don’t 
Go Back as the title for his recent book - “a 
watcher’s guide to folk horror” — in a direct 
reference to the pivotal scene where the 
farmer, Beeley (Bernard Lee) confronts the 
vet, Crich (David Simeon). 


BEELEY: All this talk! You’re trying to prove 
there’s no such thing. Well, you won’t prove it 
to us. We know there is. 

CRICH: You’re sick. 

BEELEY: They got you trained to thinking’ 
nothing's true if you can’t find it in books or 
shove it in a bottle and analyse it! 

CRICH: That’s called - 

BEELEY: You work out the rules! And what the 
rules don’t fit, don’t happen! 

CRICH: The purpose of science - 

BEELEY: Then vou find you got the rules 
wrong! 

CRICH: Then we change the rules! 

BEELEY: Ohh! That’s handy! 

CRICH: For better rules! But we don’t go back! 


Similarly, the Beasts episode “Baby” cen- 
tres on what appears to be a curse on an old 
farmhouse, and features cattle suffering from 
‘contagious abortion’ as a plot point. It seems 
likely that origins for both of these tales lies 
in the experiences of Kneale’s grandfather 
running a farm. 

Kneale’s relationship to the Isle of Man 
could be complicated; he was a modern man 
in an ancient world. While it inspired, it also 
constricted. After deciding he didn’t want 
to be a lawyer, he joined RADA to become 
an actor, and was later engaged at the RSC. 
However, it was the publication of his col- 
lection of short stories, Tomato Cain and 
Other Stories in 1949, that was to provide the 
catalyst to his future career. The 25 stories 
are a mix of tales of life from the Isle of Man, 
along with various stories of forteana: one, 
Minuke, concerns the haunting and destruc- 
tion of a home, and could be considered an 
early inspiration for Tobe Hooper’s Poltergeist. 
The book was a critical if not commercial suc- 
cess and publisher Collins wanted Kneale to 
write a novel; but he was more interested in 
scriptwriting than prose. Kneale had written 
a radio play about the 1897 Snaefel mining 
disaster, which was broadcast on the BBC’s 
North of England Home Service. Although 
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ABOVE LEFT: Yvonne Mitchell, Peter Cushing and André Morell (later to star in Quatermass and the Pit) in Kneale and Cartier’s 1954 production of Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty- 
Four. ABOVE LEFT: Cushing again in Kneale’s earlier TV play The Creature, remade by Hammer as The Abominable Snowman. BELOW: Kneale on location for The Witches. 


a human drama about a real-life tragedy, 
The Long Stairs shows Kneale already 
demonstrating how to evoke menace from 
the landscape: “From the bare top of Snaefel 
Mountain the four lands of Britain can be 
seen. It has the loneliness of all mountains, 
and every sound is whipped away by the 
wind into the coarse, shiny turf. In a cleft on 
the steep side of a mountain, a thousand feet 
from the summit, lies the Snaefel Lead Mine. 
Tourists pass the ruins at a distance, peering 
from their crawling rail cars. It is as if death 
has left a mark here. Inside the rotting fence 
are huge moss-beds of a dazzling sticky green; 
here and there the crow-pecked skeleton of a 
horned sheep. A stream rushes through broken 
culverts, past a tall chimney and crumbling 
stone buildings that cut a shriller tone into 
the wind. One feels that this must always have 
been a desolate place.” © 


THE BBC EXPERIMENT 

Wanting to write more scripts, and ideally 
for television, Kneale approached the 

BBC in London. The British Broadcasting 
Company was created in 1922, the year of 
Kneale’s own birth, to produce and broad- 
cast radio programmes. By the time Kneale 
turned up at the office of Michael Barry, the 
Head of Drama, in 1951, television was still 
in a rather primitive state, with virtually 

all programmes broadcast live with the 
occasional prefilmed insert. Kneale began 
work as a writing factotum, polishing scripts 
and adding bits of dialogue wherever they 
were needed. Most notably, he wrote for 
children’s puppet shows Vegetable Village 
and Mr & Mrs Mumbo. 

The postwar years were an exciting time 
for exploration and science, Eric Shipton’s 
‘Abominable Snowman’ footprint photo was 
seen around the world, the first thermonu- 
clear bomb was tested, and supersonic flight 
was achieved. Our perception and under- 
standing of what it meant to be human was 
also changing and widening: DNA structure 
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ABOVE LEFT: Nigel Kneale and Rudolph Cartier worked together on all three of the original Quatermass serials. ABOVE RIGHT: A scene from The Quatermass Experiment 
(1953). BELOW: An alien lifeform in Westminster Abbey at the climax of the series. It was created by Kneale’s ther-girlfriend Judith Kerr using gloves and bits of vegetation. 


was proposed for the first time, pleasure and 
reward centres of the brain were discovered, 
and Carl Jung published his theories as to 
why so many people were seeing flying sau- 
cers in a blurring of myth and reality. 

This was the world that surrounded 
Kneale as he grew in confidence at the 
BBC. He was starting to work on adapta- 
tions for the Sunday Night Theatre slot, and 
this brought him into the orbit of Rudolph 
Cartier, an Austrian refugee from the Nazis, 
and a technically accomplished producer 
(and de facto director, but British televi- 
sion at this stage didn’t have directors - the 
producers did it all). A gap in the schedules 
over the summer of 1953 necessitated an 
emergency in-house script. The result of this 
would change not only Kneale’s fortunes but 
the way television was perceived in the UK. 
Put simply: this is the moment that popular 
television was born. The story was originally 
known as Bring Something Back... and then, 
briefly, The Unbegotten before a final title 
was agreed: The Quatermass Experiment. 

In many ways, the character of Professor 
Bernard Quatermass is an avatar of Kneale 
himself: capable, intelligent, a little insecure 
- perhaps feeling somewhat out of his depth, 
but knowing it’s up to him to sort things out. 
A man apart. This isn’t the absent-minded 
professor found in science fiction tales from 
HG Wells to Back to the Future, playing sec- 
ond fiddle to the romantic lead. This is a new 
kind of hero. Kneale gives an early example 
of his faith in humanity by trusting his audi- 
ence to identify with the cleverest man in 
the room - although it helps that even this 
genius is pushed beyond the limits of his 
understanding. 

It’s nearly impossible to experience The 
Quatermass Experiment as BBC viewers did 
in 1953. The basic story — a prototype space- 
craft takes the first astronauts into space, 
loses contact with Earth, crashes back on 
Earth with two of the three crew members 
missing and the remaining one infected 
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IT IS QUITE UNLIKE 
ANYTHING SEEN ON 
BRITISH TELEVISION 
UP TO THIS TIME 


by an alien organism - is now a staple of 
science fiction. Think Life (2017) or Sputnik 
(2020) for some recent examples. But then, 
with Yuri Gagarin’s Vostok 1 flight still some 
eight years away, this is truly unknown terri- 
tory and quite unlike anything presented on 
British television up to this time. What may 
be considered ‘cult’ viewing for BBC Two 
now was then ‘event television’ in the mould 
of Line of Duty today. Kneale himself did not 
view the series as science fiction, which he 
despised as one-dimensional guff. Indeed, 
the fourth episode of The Quatermass Experi- 
ment, “Believed to be Suffering”, features a 
cinema sequence with a fake film, Planet of 
the Dragons (in 3-D no less), featuring Space 
Lieutenant and Space Girl killing monsters, 


advocating imperialism and trying to kiss 
~ but they’re wearing helmets... ’ There’s 
even a backward glance to the Isle of Man in 
the script: the name “Carroon”, that of the 
doomed astronaut and his wife, was Manx. 
The Quatermass Experiment was a phenom- 
enal success. Both it and his next project, 
the celebrated and controversial adaptation 
of George Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four 
(1954), cemented Kneale’s reputation as a 
screenwriter. He continued this success with 
television plays like The Creature (1955), in 
which the Yeti of the Himalayas are revealed 
to be a higher life form than humans, and 
Quatermass IT (1955), in which an alien 
invasion by stealth sees governments of 
the world being taken over (Kneale may 
have had faith in humanity, but not in its 
institutions). But surely his masterpiece was 
Quatermass and the Pit (1958/9). 


BEYOND QUATERMASS 

Kneale had left the BBC by this stage. This 
was partly the result of a fallout after they 
sold the rights to The Quatermass Experiment 
to Hammer films without consulting him, 
but he still wrote for them on a freelance 
basis, and with the third Quatermass serial, 
he saved the best for last. Work on a build- 
ing site unearths a skull which revolution- 
ises evolutionary theory; but digging still 
deeper exposes something at first thought to 
be an unexploded bomb from World War II 
before it is revealed as a Martian space- 
craft - which has been there for five million 
years. What follows is a story that goes deep 
into mankind’s past, explaining the origins 
of everything from ghosts to the appearance 
of the Devil, and, in doing so, revealing that 
racism is not natural to humans, but is a re- 
sult of genetic manipulation. The ‘wild hunt’ 
that ensues is perhaps another callback to 
the Isle of Man and the Mooinjer Veggey of 
Kneale’s childhood. His genius is to explain 
these phenomena without ever diminishing 
their power. 
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LEFT: Quatermasses: (top to bottom) Brian Donleavy 
in the 1957 Hammer version of Quatermass II; 


: André Morell in the BBC’s 1958 Quatermass and the 
: Pit; John Mills in Euston Films’ 1979 Quatermass. 


During the later 1950s and into the 1960s, 


> Kneale’s work would branch into films. He 
: made his peace with Hammer, becoming 


good friends with producer Tony Hinds, and 
adapted his own scripts for Quatermass IT 
and The Creature for the big screen treat- 


ment. And while you might not associate 
: Nigel Kneale with the British New Wave, he 


adapted John Osborne’s plays Look Back in 


: Anger (1959) and The Entertainer (1960) for 
: Woodfall Films’ first two productions, before 
> returning to Hammer to adapt Nora Lofts’s 
: novel The Devil’s Own as The Witches (1966) 


and to write a long-awaited film version of 
Quatermass and the Pit (1967). Other films he 


worked on around this time included HMS 
: Defiant (1962) and The First Men in the Moon 


(1964), but television continued to be the 


; medium where his most distinctive work was 


seen. The Road (1963) was a historical drama 
about the investigation of a haunting with 
the usual science versus superstition conflict, 


but the twist ending, which meant nothing 


to the characters but everything to the view- 
ers, is one of the most brilliantly shocking 
conclusions to any drama, demonstrating the 
scale of Kneale’s ambition. It’s one thing for 


myths and legends to echo down the past, 
: but what has the power to echo back from 


the future? Although the original TV episode 


is long since lost, a radio version was made 
: by Toby Hadoke in 2018 starring Mark Gatiss 


and Adrian Scarborough (and should now 


be available on BBC Sounds to celebrate 
: Kneale’s centenary). In 1964 Kneale wrote 
: for ITV for the first time. The Crunch is a 


tense thriller involving a former British 
colony threatening to destroy London with a 


: nuclear bomb unless reparations are made 
: for the harm Britain has caused the country. 


Kneale was a great believer in science and 
technology, but his concerns over its military 
application and bureaucratic thinking mean 
that his speculative fiction portrayed visions 
of the future that weren’t exactly utopian. 


: His script The Big Big Giggle, about a youth 


suicide cult, was too hot for any production 
company to handle and was never made, 
although Kneale would return to the topic of 
generational divide in his final Quatermass 
serial in 1979. Viewed now, his TV play The 
Year of the Sex Olympics (1968) is frankly 
terrifying in its prescience, predicting as 


: it does the rise of reality TV and the baser 


elements of programmes like The Only Way is 


: Essex or I’m A Celebrity... Kneale understands 
: humanity — but, unlike many other television 
: writers, he recognises how humanity’s rela- 


tionship with the past shapes its future. Not 


: for nothing does author Mark Chadbourn 


call him the King of Hauntology.® 
Although a frequently misused term, the 


: hauntological sense of ‘lost futures’ - utopian 
: ideals that never materialised — is often 
: focused on the 1970s, as the optimism of the 


ABOVE LEFT: The Ryan Electronics research team move into a renovated castle to explore new recording technologies in The Stone Tape. ABOVE RIGHT: Jane Asher 
starred as computer analyst Jill Greeley whose ghost experience leads the team to start investigating the idea of memory storage. 


postwar years faded into economic stagna- 
tion, industrial conflict and social break- 
down. People looked to the past for answers, 
either in the National Front’s populist 
racism or the bucolic attractions of various 
pagan religions like Wicca. Kneale knew 
the dangers of misunderstanding or misus- 
ing the past, hence the “We don’t go back” 
sequence in Murrain. 

The Stone Tape (1972) is probably Kneale’s 
best known work outside of Quatermass. Its 


popularising of Thomas Charles Lethbridge’s 


energy storage theory has led people to 
think that Kneale himself invented it. But 
this tale of research scientists looking for a 
new form of audio-visual storage and believ- 
ing that a residual haunting holds the key, 
demonstrates how a fundamental lack of 
understanding can prove disastrous. As their 
experimentations cause the ghost of a Vic- 
torian servant to be wiped, something else 
is revealed in a deeper layer of the stone. 
Something ancient and awful. Something 
that causes Jill (Jane Asher) the most ‘sensi- 
tive’ of the scientists to fall to her death, 
just like the servant before her. Humanity, it 
seems, is doomed to repeat its mistakes if it 
does not understand what it’s dealing with. 


With Beasts, or to give it its full title Beasts 


by Nigel Kneale, producer Nicholas Palmer 
gave him his own anthology series to play 
with, and it’s here we see Kneale at his most 
horrific as he delves into humanity’s conflict 
with its own bestial nature. If you’ve ever 


wondered what a story involving the ghost of 


a dolphin looks like, watch “Buddyboy” and 
wonder no more. There’s an apposite feeling 
of decay throughout Beasts, from the failing 
British film industry (“The Dummy”) - a 
thinly disguised swipe at Hammer - to a bro- 
ken pet shop owner (Patrick Magee) and his 
even more broken daughter (Madge Ryan) 
searching for the secret of lycanthropy 
(“What Big Eyes”). There’s Carrie-in-a-Tesco 
“(Special Offer”) with a young Pauline 
Quirke, and the aforementioned “Baby”, 
where a lonely and pregnant vet’s wife 


begins to experience phenomena after work- ° 


men unearth the remains of an unknown 
creature buried in the wall of their new 
home. In typical Kneale style, you’re never 
sure if Jo’s (Jane Wymark) experiences are 
real or whether they are just the delusions 
of a deeply unhappy person. Crucially, it 
doesn’t matter: Jo experiences the horror, 
and the viewer experiences it with her. Ar- 
guably best of all is “During Barty’s Party”; 
a virtual two-hander told in real time, it’s 
more like a play (and suitably helmed by 
experienced theatre director Don Taylor). A 
middle class couple’s (Elizabeth Sellers and 
Anthony Bate) home is besieged by rats. You 
never see a thing... but you hear. In one of 
the most terrifying scenes ever broadcast 
on television, Angie and Roger witness their 
neighbours being torn apart as they come 
home from an evening out. The camera stays 
on the couple’s faces as their expressions 
turn from hope to disbelieving horror, and 
your ears fill with the screams of the dying 
and the never-ending sounds of the rats... 

The final Quatermass serial, coming at 
the very end of the 1970s and called simply 
Quatermass, deals overtly with the break- 
down of society: “In the last quarter of the 
20 century, the whole world seemed to sicken. 
Civilised institutions, whether old or new, 
fell... As if some primal order was reasserting 
itself. And men asked themselves, why should 
this be?” 

Kneale doesn’t feel the need to introduce 
much in the way of a backstory to explain 
why civilisation’s gone to pot — he knows the 
audience will understand. The younger gen- 
eration are painted as ignorant victims, too 
eager for easy solutions, and are led to their 
destruction at the sites of standing stones 
- in reality alien markers to facilitate the 
harvesting of humans. And yet throughout 
this grim tale, you’re with Quatermass; and 
as long as you’re with Quatermass, you’re 
never completely devoid of hope. It’s not 
every writer that can conclude a story with 
a nuclear explosion in the English country- 
side, and intend it to be a happy ending, yet 
with Kneale it makes perfect sense. 


LATER YEARS 

By this stage in his career Kneale had 
attracted a following, largely from sci- 

ence fiction and horror fans. This was not 
something he was ever comfortable with, 

as he never saw himself as a science fic- 
tion writer; but then, frankly, Kneale had 

a rather too narrow view of what science 
fiction was, and what its fans were like. This 
led to his rather unkind comedy series Kin- 
vig (1981), in which deadbeat repair shop 
owner Des Kinvig (Tony Haygarth) and his 
unemployed mate Jim (Colin Jeavons) swap 
theories of UFO sightings and government 
cover-ups. One night while walking the dog, 
Kinvig (another Manx name) has a close 
encounter and from then on believes one of 
his customers (Prunella Gee) to be an alien 
from Mercury. The audience is invited to 
laugh at the characters and we’re left in no 
doubt as to the writer’s opinion. Kneale was 
a longtime subscriber to New Scientist, but 
it’s sadly doubtful he was ever a reader of 
Fortean Times. 

Although Kneale’s sole attempt to 
collaborate with one of his high-profile 
fans, film maker John Carpenter, ended 
in failure (Kneale demanded his name be 
taken off 1982’s Halloween III after disliking 
changes to his script), he remained a pro- 
found influence on others. Carpenter would 
later write Prince of Darkness (1987) under 
the moniker Martin Quatermass (and with 
references to Kneale University). Without 
Quatermass and the Pit it’s doubtful that 
2001: A Space Odyssey or Stephen King’s The 
Tommyknockers would exist. When asked 
about his recent film, In the Earth, director 
Ben Wheatley said he was going for “that 
Nigel Kneale feel”. No one was surprised 
when Kneale was asked to write for Doctor 
Who and The X- Files. Equally, no one was 
surprised when he declined all such invita- 
tions. 

As hauntology, ‘folk horror’ and our 
relationship with the past has returned to 
the fore, so has interest in Kneale’s work. 
Because of his association with genre fic- 
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tion he is not mentioned in the same 
breath as Dennis Potter, Jack Rosenthal 
or Alan Bleasdale, and yet he is every bit 
their equal. He was twice nominated for 
a BAFTA, but in both cases for his work 
on the Woodfall films: social realism 
always trumps speculative fiction with 
the British media establishment. Yet no 
one understood humanity’s potential 
and its folly better than him. His work 
covers vast concepts, yet equally he can 
bring a world to life with the minutie 

of the everyday. A childhood of growing 
up in the dark, apart, would profoundly 
affect his work and his outlook, yet he 
was by all accounts a loving husband 
and father. Drawn to outsiders — his wife, 
the writer and artist Judith Kerr, was a 
German Jewish refugee - and distrust- 
ful of organisations and bureaucracy, 

his insecurity could often manifest in 
the burning of bridges and holding of 
grudges. But his vision helped shaped 
the world around him, and if you’ve ever 
been influenced or affected by popular 
television, then you too owe a debt of 
gratitude to Nigel Kneale. 


With thanks to Tacy and Matthew 
Kneale for their help in the writing of this 
piece. 
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NIGEL KNEALE THE UNSEEN IMAGES 


MATTHEW KNEALE tells how he discovered a treasure trove of 
his father’s forgotten photographs, some of which record BBC 
productions written by Nigel Kneale but now wholly lost. 


in Barnes, southwest London, 

i W Bin 1962. After the death of my 
mother, almost six decades later, it was 
a daunting task to go through the pos- 
sessions they had accumulated, which 
filled the rooms to bursting. It felt as if 
my parents’ whole lives — and a good 
part of my own life, too — were in these 
objects. And their work. 

In the study of my mother, the chil- 
dren’s writer Judith Kerr, coloured pencils 
and inks were neatly arranged, ready for 
her next book. In my father’s study, next 
door, his electric typewriter stood ready 
on his heavy metal desk — he never quite 
acclimatised to computers — posters 
from long ago productions covered the 
walls and, in a corner on a metal stand, 
stood a Martian from the BBC television 
series, Quatermass and the Pit. 

There was also a blizzard of papers, 
defunct stationery, old telephone direc- 
tories, boxes of ancient accounts, and 
much more. As days passed and my 
sister Tacy and | worked our way through 
the house, feeling increasingly numbed, 
we fought a temptation to chuck ev- 
erything away. And at some moment in 
the process, | chanced on a cardboard 
box that had contained a long-vanished 
laptop, filled with rolls of black and white 
negative film. | found more rolls in a rust- 
ing Nairn’s Butter Shortbread tin. 


“| CHANCED UPON 

A CARDBOARD BOX 
THAT HAD HOUSED A 
VANISHED LAPTOP" 


FACING PAGE & TOP LEFT: Number Three, a tale of scien- 
tific hubris that foreshadowed Kneale’s later meditations 
on mankind’s capacity for self destruction. TOP RIGHT & 
ABOVE: The Creature (1955) was a topical treatment of 
the search for the Yeti, later remade by Hammer Films 
with largely the same cast. 


My father was a keen amateur photographer 
— a good one, too — and he set up his own 
darkroom in the house. He took many score 
colour slides of our family, which | had seen 
and scanned long previously, and | assumed 
these were more of the same. But when, a 
few weeks ago, | began going through them 
all on a rickety arrangement — a 20-year-old 
Nikon slide and film scanner attached to a 
Mac computer of the same vintage — | dis- 
covered more than 700 photographs that my 
father had taken on the sets of productions 
he had written. 

Some | recognised easily, but many were 
baffling. Fortunately, | had help from three ex- 
perts on my father’s writings — Jon Dear, Andy 
Murray and Toby Hadoke — who, within mo- 
ments, came up with titles for every mystery 
picture. As | emailed them ever more images, 
their excitement grew, and they told me that 
the photographs included many of produc- 
tions that, thanks to the BBC’s reluctance 
to record its own dramas, had been wholly 
lost. These included a 1953 BBC production 
called Number Three that my father co-wrote 
with George F Kerr; a number of images of the 
vanished later episodes of The Quatermass 
Experiment; a rare, non-SF drama from 1957, 
Mrs Wickens in the Fall, and, from 1955, The 
Creature, which was remade as the film The 
Abominable Snowman. All these images, and 
the original negatives will, | hope, be added 
to my father’s scripts and other items that 
are held in the archive of the Manx Museum, 
in Douglas, available to anyone who wants to 
see them. 

All in all, I’m very glad | took the trouble to 
open that laptop box and the tin of Nairn’s 
Butter Shortbread. 


————————————————————— mre 
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THE LOST KINGDOM 
PUTIN AND HOLY RUSSIA 


What really underlies Vladimir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine? All sorts of weird geopolitical ideas have 
caught the Russian President’s attention in recent years — courtesy of his very own ‘Rasputin’, Alek- 
sander Dugin — but, as GARY LACHMAN argues, there is a long history of quasi-mystical thought that 
claims Mother Russia’s destiny is to usher in a new religious epoch... or perhaps the Apocalypse. 


s were many other people, 
I was saddened recently 
to learn that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, 
after repeatedly deny- 
ing having any intention of doing so, 
finally sent the troops he had amassed 
across the border for “war games” into 
Ukraine. The invasion, fears about 
which Putin claimed were evidence of 
Western paranoia and Russophobia, 
had begun. War had broken out — or 
at least a “special military opera- 
tion”. Russian tanks were rolling and 
Ukrainian cities were under fire. But 
after my initial disbelief that one 
European nation had invaded another 
- something that hadn’t happened 
since World War II - I had to admit 
that I really wasn’t surprised and had 
even expected it. I knew that Ukraine, 
especially Kyiv, meant a great deal to 
Russia and Russian history. And I also 
knew that they meant a great deal to 
one Russian in particular, Vladimir 
Putin himself. 

In 2014, during Russia’s earlier 
incursion into Ukraine, when it an- 
nexed Crimea, Putin brought back 
from Kherson - a city now occupied by 
Russian forces - a stone. This became 
the foundation stone of a 60-ft (18m) 
statue of Prince Vladmir the Great, 
founder of what in Russian history is 
known as Kievan Rus’, the “lost king- 
dom” of medieval Russia, that in 2015 
was erected just outside the Kremlin 
(see pp.15, 48-50).1 This suggests strongly 
that one Vladimir identifies quite a bit with 
another. In AD 989 Vladimir I converted 
from Slavic paganism to Greek Orthodox 
Christianity at Kherson, where he married 
into the royal Byzantine family, acquiring 
a porphyrogenite bride in exchange for his 
baptism. This union formed one of several 
ties, mythic or factual, between Russia and 
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- THE GOLDEN GATE 

_ WAS DESTROYED 

_ WHEN THE MONGOLS 

_ OVERRAN THE CITY 
IN 1240 


LEFT: The reconstructed Golden Gate 
of Kyiv. FACING PAGE: Vladimir the Great 
oversees the mass conversion of his 
people to Christianity in Viktor Vasnet- 
sov’s The Baptism of Rus (1996). 


the Roman Empire. Such an alliance 
was not welcomed by Emperor Basil 
II - the intended bride was his sister 
- who dragged his heels over it, and 
the coveted knot was tied only after 
Vladimir threatened to sack Kherson, 
then under Byzantine rule, if there 
was any further delay, and then move 
on to Constantinople. His present-day 
namesake seems to be carrying out 
the threat that the earlier Vladimir 
exchanged for a honeymoon. 

This union between the young 
Rus’ - themselves a product of Danish 
Vikings and indigenous Slavs - and a 
slowly decaying Byzantine Empire led 
to the formation of what we know as 
Russia, when Prince Vladimir, true to 
his word, ordered the conversion of his 
people from their native paganism to 
Orthodox Christianity. This often took 
place by force. It was at this point that 
Russians became the “God-bearing 
people.” The story is that it was the 
beauty of Constantinople, especially 
the incense filled, candle-lit, cavern- 
ous Hagia Sophia, that convinced the 
Russians that the Greeks were onto 
something. As soon as they could, the 
God-bearing people did their best 
to reduplicate it in Kyiv, which began as a 
trading settlement along the Dnieper. One 
product of this inspiration was the famous 
Golden Gate, celebrated in Mussorgsky’s 
Pictures at an Exhibition. Sadly, the Golden 
Gate, and much of the rest of Kyiv, was 
destroyed when the Mongols overran the 
city in 1240. It was then that Kievan Rus’ 
became the “lost kingdom”. 


ABOVE: Thinkers of Russia’s ‘Silver Age’ (left to right) — Nicolai Berdyaev, Vladimir Soloviev and Ivan llyin. Each believed that Russia had an historic religious destiny. 


THE SILVER AGE 

The anticipation of a coming transfigura- 
tion, the return of Christ and the End Times, 
coupled with the transcendent beauty of 
the icons depicting the lives of the saints, 
fed the nascent Russian soul with a sense of 
expectation that more than once throughout 
their history bubbled over into something 
more apocalyptic. According to the ex-Marx- 
ist Christian existentialist Nicolai Berdyaev, 
Russians are either “apocalyptists” or “ni- 
hilists”. They are a people of extremes. With 
them it is either the millennium, or the void. 
With noises about “tactical nuclear strikes” 
coming from the Kremlin, one can only hope 
that Berdyaev was wrong.” 

Ihad become aware of all this because 
Thad written a book, The Return of Holy 
Russia, published in 2020. In it I look at the 
spiritual, mystical, even “occult” influ- 
ences that at different times have informed 
Russian history, although “informed” is too 
sober a term for the positive hunger that the 
Russian soul seems to have for the other- 
worldly and transcendent. I came to write 
the book after learning that in 2014, the 
same year as he annexed Crimea, Putin gave 
his regional governors a reading list that 
included some interesting works.* Putin 
likes to come across as bookish, but here he 
wasn’t suggesting Gogol or Turgenev. The 
names on the list were philosophers, from 
another lost time, the period in Russian 
history just before the Bolshevik revolution 
known as the “Silver Age,” an era given to 
mystical, spiritual and, not infrequently, 
diabolical excess. 

Thad written about the Silver Age and 
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RUSSIA WAS NOT 

A NATION IN THE 
WESTERN SENSE, BUT 
AN ORGANIC BEING 


knew its figures well. One of Putin’s “must 
reads” was Berdyaev, whom I’ve mentioned. 
Another was the visionary thinker Vladimir 
Soloviev, a friend of Dostoyevsky and gener- 
ally considered the first Russian philoso- 
pher, who had a vision of a universal Chris- 
tianity arising out of Russia and bringing on 
the millennium. The third was Ivan Ilyin, a 
more political thinker than the others. All 
had a sense that Russia had an historic des- 
tiny, that it was slated to play some dramatic 
role in future world events, and all placed 
religion at the heart of their thought. All 
were sidelined by the Revolution. 

Soloviev was dead before Lenin seized 
power, but his spiritual thought inspired 
the mystical extravagances of the Silver 
Age, which were cut short under Bolshevik 
rule. Berdyaev and Ilyin shared space on the 
“philosophy steamers,” boats filled with the 
intelligentsia who opposed Lenin but whom 
he could not eradicate outright, that left 
St Petersburg in the autumn of 1922 for a 
Europe that didn’t really want them. Berdy- 
aev went to Paris; Ilyin to Berlin, then after 
some disagreements with the Nazis, whom 
he otherwise quite liked, to Switzerland. 

Ilyin was associated with a group of think- 


ers loosely known as the Eurasianists, who 
believed that Russia was not a nation in the 
Western sense, but a kind of organic being, 
a living entity, an extra-historical mystical 
unity, something like the German Volk but 
of a more Christian stamp. Like Oswald 
Spengler, Ilyin had a biological view of his- 
tory, and saw civilisations as going through 
cycles of growth and decay. For Ilyin it 

was clear that the West was on its way out, 
and that a new civilisation was destined to 
emerge from the heart of Mother Russia. He 
also believed that the Bolshevik experiment 
would not last, and he envisioned a kind 

of theocratic state rising from the Marxist 
ruins. If you think of the Grand Inquisitor 
from The Brothers Karamazov you'll have an 
idea of what he had in mind. 

Throughout the 1940s and early 1950s, as 
the voice of the White Russian émigré popu- 
lation, Ilyin wrote a series of articles spell- 
ing out his vision of a revived “Holy Russia,” 
the title it had acquired after the fall of 
Constantinople to the Turks in 1453, when 
Moscow, the new seat of Russian power — 
having tossed off the “Mongol yoke” - began 
to be seen as the “Third Rome”. 

In “What the Dismemberment of Russia 
Means for the World”, written in 1950, Ilyin 
predicted what would happen with the col- 
lapse of the Soviet regime. It would mean 
“the Balkanisation of Russia,” the parcel- 
ling out of its organic unity into smaller, 
separate, independent bodies, that the West 
would absorb, thus neutralising Russia as 
a world power. Which is, of course, what 
happened, some 40 years after Ilyin said it 
would. What also happened was the chaos 


he predicted, brought on by the attempt to 
adapt to Western economic and social mod- 
els, and the rise to power of a strong man 

to “gather in” the people, as had happened 
throughout Russian history before, and lead 
them to a new unity. Enter Vladimir Putin. 


EURASIA RISING 

Ihad become interested in some of the 
strange ideas bubbling around Russian 
politics while writing an earlier book, Dark 
Star Rising: Magick and Power in the Age of 
Trump, which looked at some of the “occult 
politics” turning up during Trump’s 2016 
presidential campaign (see FT369-40-45). In 
it I included a chapter on Russia in which I 
discussed the odd ideas of another philoso- 
pher, this one a contemporary, alive today 
and, by all accounts, fairly active. Alexander 
Dugin must have one of the most unusual 
trajectories of any figure on the current geo- 
political stage (see FT349:48-51). Starting 
out as an anti-Soviet punk dissident in the 
1980s, he went, via a series of ideological 
quick-change acts, from being a pro-Soviet 
neo-Nazi agent provocateur cum postmodern 
chaos magician to a lecturer on geopolitics 
to the Kremlin. Books like The Fourth Politi- 
cal Theory - in which Dugin cherry-picks the 
“good bits” from various totalitarian and 
fascist regimes, in order to Velcro together 
an ideology to counter the one truly evil so- 
cial/political/economic system at large today, 
liberalism — gives us an idea of his approach. 
When Berdyaev remarked that the Russians 
were people of extremes, with a predilection 
for all or nothing, he may not have had Du- 
gin in mind, but his latter-day countryman 
certainly seems to fit that description. 

This comes across in Dugin’s partiality 
for the Apocalypse, which he is eager to 
kickstart. Impatient with Spengler’s Decline 
of the West, Dugin is positively itching to 
knock it down. He sees the imminent End 
Times as the result of a coming, unavoid- 
able, once-and-for-all smackdown between 
two archetypal world powers, which, in 
different forms, have been facing off 
through the ages. Dugin is a reader of the 
20th century Italian esoteric thinker Julius 
Evola (see FT191:40-45). Along with another 
critic of the west, René Guenon, Evola is a 
Traditionalist - a form of what we might call 
“fundamentalist esotericism” - and he had 
more than a slight interest in far-right poli- 
tics, cosying up to both Mussolini and the 
National Socialists in the 1930s and 1940s, 
with some success. Evola found new fans in 
the once newsworthy Alt-Right, with whom 
Dugin is associated. Evola too saw all of 
history as the battle between the Northern 
Solar Aryan race and the Southern Lunar 
non-Aryans, and, like Spengler, he thought 
in terms of historical cycles, pointing out 
that at present we were in the last days of 
the Kali Yuga, a particularly decadent time 
(for more on the Kali Yuga, as interpreted 
by Nazi cat lady Savitri Devi, see SD Tucker, 
“The Furred Reich”, FT369:46-53). But 
while Dugin is certainly influenced by 


Evola, his own particular Armageddon 
comes apropos of a different theory. 

Dugin sees a planetary struggle between 
what he calls the Atlanticists, the maritime, 
mercantile, “globalist” nations, and the 
people of the mother of all continents, Eur- 
asia, the largest land mass on Earth. This is 
the archetypal irresistible force meeting its 
equally primal unmovable object, the death 
struggle between a declining but still power- 
ful West and a rising Eurasia, hepped up on 
“passionarity”. This is that special some- 
thing that, according to Dugin, by way of the 
maverick Russian historian and ethnolo- 
gist Lev Gumilev, gives the Russian people 
their peculiar capacity for historic events.* 
Yet even here we can see a metaphysical 
wrestling match, between the ever-changing, 
shifting, “becoming” character of the seafar- 
ing people, and the solid, stable, steady “be- 
ing” character of the Eurasians, a polarity 
out of which Evola too gets much milage. 

Yet while this idea may sound just as 
far-fetched as some of Evola’s or Dugin’s 
other notions, its source is actually a sober 
British historian, the Edwardian Sir Halford 
Mackinder, who in 1904 lectured on “The 
Geographical Pivot of History” to the Royal 
Geographical Society, spelling out this sce- 


nario. If we remember that NATO stands for 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, and 
that the big fear is for the war in Ukraine 
to escalate into something larger should it 
interfere, then we should not be chided for 
pulling Mackinder’s lecture off the shelf and 
giving it a look.> 

The more immediate character of this 
primordial bust-up is the new Cold War - 
recently heated up —- between the hyper-lib- 
eral West, in which everything, even reality 
itself, is commodified, commercialised, and 
negotiable - Francis Fukuyama’s The End 
of History turning the world into a global 
marketplace - and the “traditional” culture 
of Eurasia, or at least Russia. It may be 
counterintuitive to think of Russia, home of 
gangster politics and ostentatious oligarchs, 
as a nation of “traditional values”, the last 
bastion of the true Christian faith. But 
cynically or not, this is how Putin has been 
portraying post-Soviet Russia, which was 
badly in need of a new identity. While the 
West gives way to various forms of gender- 
bending - or eradicating biological sex in 
toto — in Russia, traditional gender roles, 
like traditional family roles and a strong 
Church, are the order of the day. This is an- 
other gesture to the “holy” character Russia 


ABOVE: The contemporary Russian philosopher Alexander Dugin, who has been described as “Putin’s 
Rasputin”, believes our current decadent time is heading toward an apocalyptic cultural showdown. 
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ABOVE: Rurik and his Viking brothers arrive in Russia in AD 862. BELOW: President Putin during his 2016 visit to the Greek Orthodox monastery on Mount Athos. 


possessed before Lenin forbade spirituality 
in any form. In the early 19th century, it was 
Holy Russia who defeated Napoleon - with 
a little help from the Russian winter - and 
kept the monarchies of Europe in power. 
Alexander I, leader of the Holy Alliance, 
had a number of spiritual advisers, assuring 
him that his mission had the sanction of 
God. Nicholas II, the last Tsar, had, of course, 
Rasputin, the “Holy Devil,” as a counsellor, 
at least by way of the Tsarina. God, by that 
time, seemed to have abandoned the God- 
bearing people. 

Some commentators see Dugin as “Putin’s 
Rasputin”, and while the analogy seems 
inevitable, it is not quite accurate (or fair 
to Rasputin). Yet much of Putin’s strategy 
in Ukraine and other parts of the “near 
abroad”, the lands once part of the Soviet 
Empire but now parcelled out as Ilyin had 
feared, does seem to suggest that some 
of Dugin’s vision of a Eurasian continent 
stretching from Vladivostok to Dublin 
reached Putin’s ears. Putin’s championship 
of “traditional values” put him in good stead 
with Steve Bannon, who alluded to Dugin 
during a lecture he gave to some conserva- 
tive churchmen at the Vatican, as reported 
in the New York Times.® In his lecture Ban- 
non talks about Putin and links his embrace 
of “traditional values” to Evola, remarking 
that someone in Putin’s circle must have 
read Evola. That someone was Dugin. Ban- 
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non is no longer part of the story — nor for 
that matter is Trump or the Alt-Right — but 
with Putin’s campaign to free Ukraine of 
‘Nazis’, Dugin, founder of the National 
Bolshevik Party, a mash-up of Stalinism 
and Hitler, known colloquially as the “red- 
browns”, is again in the news. 


“COME AND REIGN AS PRINCES...” 
Putin himself has in recent years made a 
point of exhibiting his own religious lean- 
ings. In 2016 he made a pilgrimage to Mount 
Athos in Greece, home of the mystical He- 
sychast monastic tradition that is so much a 
part of Russian history. The pilgrimage was 


ALEXEI DRUZHININ / AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES 


ABOVE: Ivan the Terrible, one of Colin Wilson’s “Right Men” — a role model for Vladimir Putin? 


televised by billionaire Orthodox national- 
ist Konstantin Malofeev for his Tsargrad 
TV channel.’ In 2017, Putin visited the 
newly rebuilt New Jerusalem Monastery 
outside Moscow, which had been destroyed 
by the Nazis. Earlier, in 2005, he had Ilyin’s 
remains moved from Switzerland, where he 
had died in 1954, and interred in Moscow’s 
Donsky Monastery. In speeches validating 
the annexation of Crimea, Putin alluded 

to the “Third Rome” meme, begun by the 
monk Philotheus in 1511, when he told 
Prince Vasilii IT that: “Two Romes have 
fallen, a third stands, a fourth there shall 
not be.” ® The Rome that stood then was 
Moscow, which had been little more than 
an obscure backwater when, like Kyiv, the 
Golden City, it was laid waste by the horse- 
men of Batu Khan. When the Mongols left, 
power moved north, in Moscow’s direction 
and, after a brief relocation in St Peters- 
burg, stayed there. Now, as if he were one of 
the Tsars of old, power has stayed in Putin’s 


hands for decades. 

The notion that the Russian people are 
not suited for democracy, cannot rule them- 
selves and need the guidance of a strong 
leader, the “little father,” is another theme 
that runs throughout Russian history; not 
surprisingly it has been used to justify a 
tyrant or two. In fact, it was there from 
the start. The story is that around AD 862, 
perpetual feuding among the native Slavs 
led to the elders asking Rurik, a Jutland 
Viking, one of the Varangians, to come and 
rule them and stop the constant bickering. 
Rather than raid their settlements, as he 
and his fellow Varangians had been doing, 
he would be their protector, and they would 
treat him well: “Our land is vast and abun- 
dant, but there is no order in it. Come and 
reign as princes and have authority over 
us.” This, according to the Russian Primary 
Chronicle, the first account of Russian his- 
tory, was the Slavs’ offer, and Rurik didn’t 
pass it up. He and his brothers settled in 


and began their rule. Then it was from 
Novgorod, a city that has historically been 
more liberal and “Western” than Moscow. It 
was not besieged by the Mongols, yet it felt 
the wrath of probably the most infamous 
“strong man” to reign over the unruly Rus’. 

In 1570 Ivan the Terrible, miffed at some 
perceived slight and paranoid that the 
citizens of Novgorod were planning rebel- 
lion, had a wooden wall built around the 
city to prevent anyone from escaping, and 
then embarked on a month of slaughter. 
The exact number of the dead varies with 
different accounts, but it was in the thou- 
sands, and it was only one of Ivan’s many 
displays of horrific cruelty; he was one of 
the “Right Men” Colin Wilson has written 
about - individuals who under no circum- 
stances will ever admit to being wrong, a 
personality trait not lost on Putin. Yet when 
this same Ivan - whose nickname “Groznyi” 
really means “dreaded” - left Moscow, 
threatening never to come back, the people 
clamoured for his return, begging their Tsar 
not to abandon them. Ivan agreed, only 
after securing oaths of absolute allegiance 
to him from the boyars - the nobles. Soon 
after this, he established the oprichniki, 
the black robed and hooded agents of his 
medizval police state, who carried out 
a reign of terror that would have given 
their descendants the Okhrana and KGB 
nightmares. 

Mention of the KGB reminds us that this 
is where the current strong man got his 
start. One wonders if, in a fit of pique, he 
upped and left, he’d get the same treat- 
ment as Ivan... 

NOTES 

1 Serhii Plokhy, Lost Kingdom: A History of 
Russian Nationalism from Ivan the Great to 
Vladimir Putin (London: Allen Lane, 2017) p.vii. 


2 https:/edition.cnn.com/2022/03/22/eu- 
rope/amanpour-peskov-interview-ukraine-intl/ 
index.html 


3 https:/nationalpost.com/news/putins- 
heroes 


4 For more on Lev Gumilev, see Dark Star 
Rising: Magick and Power in the Age of Trump 
(New York: Tarcher Perigee, 2018) pp.160-64. 


5 https:/archive.org/stream/1904HEARTLA 
NDTHEORYHALFORDMACKINDER/1904%20 
HEARTLAND%20THEORY%20HALFORD%20 
MACKINDER_djvu.txt 


6 www.nytimes.com/2017/02/10/world/eu- 
rope/bannon-vatican-julius-evola-fascism.html 


7 www.academia.edu/37635783/Putins_Po- 
litical_ Philosophers_Neo_Orthodoxy_Identi- 
tarianism_and_the_Russian_Federation 


8 www.politico,com/magazine/story/2014/03/ 
new-cold-war-eussia-104954 


> 4 AN is a regular contributor 
to FT. A s founding member of Blondie, he is 
the author of numerous books on esoteric 
subjects, including The Return of Holy Russia 
(Inner Traditions, 2020). His latest, Dreaming 
Ahead of Time: Experiences with Precognitive 
Dreams, Synchronicity and Coincidence, is 
available from Floris Books. 
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PART TWO: 1917-1934 


PAUL SIEVEKING presents another selection of the 
strangest newspaper stories from the first half of the 20th 
century, including ghost trains, eagle attacks, tree-sitters 
and wild children . [Illustrations by Quinton Winter. 


A wealthy Swedish woman called 
Christina Witlund died in Stockholm 
on 31 January 1914, aged 93. As a 
beautiful girl of 18, she was engaged 
to a dashing officer of the Royal 
Guards. Everything was ready for the 
wedding in 1839 when he broke off the 
engagement and subsequently married 
another. When Miss Witlund recovered 
from the shock, she made a solemn 
vow never to look on treacherous man 
again. Her parents being dead, she 
had sole control of her affairs and shut 
herself up in the house, where she lived 
in the dark with blinds drawn for the 
next 75 years, seeing no other human 
beings apart from her servant girls. 
The engagement of a young 
(unnamed) Englishwoman of 21 in 
1845 did not meet with the approval 
of her father, who forbade it. In a fit 
of pique, she took to her bed, where 
she remained for the next 72 years 
until her death, except that on one 
occasion she rose to leave Cambridge 
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V ictims were unable 
to sleep or eat, and 
some remained in the 
grip of the malady 


for three weeks 
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for Scarborough. She never suffered 
from any complaint until the end, when 
she was ill for two days, and died in 
Scarborough in January 1917, aged 
94. Daily News, 3 Feb 1914; Reynolds’s 
Illustrated Newspaper, 14 Jan 1917. 


An epidemic of hiccoughing [sic] caused 
much alarm in Budapest, Hungary, in 
late 1920. Victims were unable to sleep 
or eat, and some had remained in the 
grip of the malady for two or three 
weeks, until the affliction had run its 
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course. Professor Benedict of the local 
medical faculty said: “I am afraid that 
this hiccoughing is a forerunner of 
influenza, but it is possible we shall 

be visited by an even more terrible 
plague.” [This was shortly after the 
Spanish flu pandemic.] NY Times, 9 Jan 
1921. 


At an inquest in Grimsby, coal merchant 
William Hicks described how George 
Beeson, a Cleethorpes boilermaker, had 
been killed during a thunderstorm. “I 
saw a ball of fire, probably three feet 
[90cm] in diameter, come rolling slowly 
through the sky,” he said. “It seemed 
to touch a chimney stack; and instantly 
there was an explosion. The chimney 
stack was shattered, the roof split, 

and windows were broken. Among the 
debris on the ground | saw Beeson, 
lying unconscious.” Beeson had been 
standing beneath the stack, and a 
falling tile fractured his skull. Reynolds’s 
Illustrated Newspaper, 23 Sept 1923. 


A story of,religious mania in a tiny 
Eskimo hamlet in the Arctic Circle 
filtered through from an outpost of 

the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, 
and was reported in the Daily Express 
(11 April 1924) under the headline 
“Stiggins of the Arctic”. Neakutuk, 
company factor and native Croesus (rich 
man) of Kivetuk on the eastern shore 
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of Baffin Island, announced shortly 
after the coming of winter that the 
Great Spirit had ordered him to lead 
his fellow villagers to the land beyond 
the stars. They watched in awe as he 
pored for hours over his Bible. When 
he ordered strange rites, they obeyed. 
The entire village fasted for days, and 
at other times gave itself up to orgies. 
Many killed themselves to escape from 
his influence; others went mad. Two of 
them killed another who dared to doubt, 
and an illiterate man was killed for the 
sacrilege of looking at a Bible. When 
daylight followed the long Arctic night, 
the villagers didn’t notice the return of 
the Sun, so bound up were they by the 
hypnotic spell. They were set free only 
when Kidlappik, the village strong man, 
killed Neakutuk for striking a woman 
who had broken one of his rules. 


Mr W Lane, a motor mechanic from 
Ongar in Essex, was driving at night 
through Stanford Rivers in Epping 

Forest when he ran over something. It 
was a woman’s leg complete with laced 
boot and stocking. He searched for a 
body without success and, considerably 
mystified, took the leg to Ongar police 
station. At the time of the report (Weekly 
Dispatch, 18 Jan 1925) no one had come 
forward to claim it. 


Pouring oatmeal stout into a glass while at 
supper, a man from Folkestone in Kent was 
startled to see the head of a snake sticking 
out of the bottle. He took the bottle to 

the office of the Sanitary Inspector, and 
the dead snake, 16in (41cm) long, was 
pulled out. How it got into the bottle was a 
mystery. Daily News, 28 Sept 1925. 


On 17 April 1926, Mrs Alfred Turner found 


a strange egg on the floor of her hen house 


in North Bay, Ontario. In raised lettering on 
the surface of the egg, in a slightly darker 
shade than the reminder of the shell, was 
the message: “Earthquake, beware April 
21”. The egg was otherwise normal and 

it was held impossible that it could have 
been lettered from the inside. Reynolds’s 
Illustrated Newspaper, 18 April 1926. (As 
the report was published before 21 April, 
we don’t know if the ovoid prediction was 
fulfilled.) 


Domination of: Eskimo 
Village by A: Fanatic Is 
~ Related by Mounted Men 


People Held in Awe of Sel-Appointed Prophet— 
‘Abstain From Foodand Hold Orgies— _- 
¥ a Killed by Strong Man 


Nicola Coviello, 79, a noted London 
professor of music, was taken to Coney 
Island, Brooklyn, by a nephew whom he was 
visiting. For 30 years he had run a school 
of music in Balham, south London, residing 
in Boundaries Road, Balham. He listened 
for a few minutes to a jazz band on Coney 
Island playing at furious pace. Turning to 
his nephew, he declared: “That isn’t music. 
Stop it!” Then he swayed and fell dead. 
D.Mirror, 19 June 1926. 


In July 1926, a crazed woman was at 
large in Mexico City, having escaped from 
her guards. She was accosting men in 

the street and asking permission to fix 
their ties, explaining that they were “badly 
placed”. Upon taking hold of the ties, she 
tried to strangle the wearer. Three victims 
escaped strangulation through superior 
physical strength. NY Times, 11 July 1926. 


On 1 February 1927, George Strum, 
proprietor of the Little Hungarian 
Restaurant at 232 Market Street, Newark, 
credited his parrot Loretta with driving 
away burglars who had entered the place 
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during the night. When Strum opened 
up in the morning he was greeted with 
raucous cries of “Get out! Get out!” 
from Loretta. He found the restaurant’s 
pay station telephone torn from the 
wall and the coin box opened, but on 
the floor beside the telephone were 
several nickels and some burglars’ 
tools, showing that the thieves had left 
hastily. Nothing was missing. NY Times, 
2 Feb 1927. 


On 28 June 1927, a tombstone in the 
churchyard of the village of Spantekow 
in Pomerania, Germany, was struck by 
lightning and completely shattered. It 
had borne the inscription (presumably 
in German): “Here were laid‘ at rest 
Christian Foelke, his wife and their 
three children, who found death in a 
fire caused by lightning, August 11, 
1808.” NY Times, 29 June 1927. 


In 1928, the figure of a local farmer’s 
wife, dressed in “sombre clothing”, 
was repeatedly encountered in the 
Shropshire village of Northwood, 
midway between Wem and Ellesmere. 


_ A farmer named Morris and a workman 
: named Peate were on their way home one 
: night with a horse and trap when they saw 
: the woman, and stopped to give her a lift, 
: as they knew her well. She disappeared 
: suddenly; in vain they got out and searched 
: for her. Two nights later, Mr Morris saw her 
: again. Subsequently, a man named Egerton 
: was walked along the same road late at 
: night and distinctly saw the woman in the 
: headlights of a passing car. As the car drove 
: over the spot where she was standing, he 
: rushed forward, expecting to find her body 
: in the road, but nothing was visible. Then 
: Arthur R Ellis, a wireless factor living in 
: Wem, was driving in the same district and 

. | distinctly saw the woman, whom he knew 
: well. She was standing in the road, and 
: he jammed on the brakes and swerved to 
: avoid her, pulled up, but found nothing. 
: This was corroborated by a boy called 
: George Bache, who was with him in the car. 
: Daily Express, 21 Dec 1928. 


Following the spoor of a wounded buck, 

: which evidently had been dragged by 

: alion, a farmer in Northern Transvaal 
expected to meet the lion in its lair, but 

; found instead a black man eating the 

: raw flesh. It transpired that, years earlier, 
=: the (unnamed) man had been accused 
of murder and hid in a cave where a lion 

: family lived. He drove the animals off, but 
: later they became accustomed to him. 
He survived on roots and honey, but one 
: day he found a buck that the lions had 
killed and helped himself, after which he 
: regularly shared the kill. One by one the 
lions disappeared as the family grew up, 
; until only a lioness was left. She regularly 
: supplied his larder until shot by the farmer. 
The man was reported greatly distressed 
; by the loss of his wild companion, but 

: subsequently joined the farmer’s labour 

: force. Morning Post, 29 Sept 1930. 
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ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY VIA GETTY IMAGES 


On 11 January 1931, the “mythical 
animals” of Agen, which looked like 

lions and left hyena tracks, reappeared 
after six months’ absence in the southern 
French town of Albi. A town functionary 
examined them though a telescope and 
declared they bore no resemblance to any 
European domestic animals. He phoned 
the gendarmerie and two gendarmes were 
sent with rifles to kill them. However, they 
appeared to be bullet-proof; at least, the 
gendarmes failed to shoot them. After 
being chased for a mile, they disappeared 
into the forest. The animals of Agen had 
created great excitement the previous 
spring when peasants reported their 
presence. Some believed they were lions 
escaped from a circus and others that they 
were prehistoric animals. Matter-of-fact 
people insisted they were cows. NY Times, 
12 Jan 1931. 


In 1933, a “ghost train” appeared 
between Orresta and Tortuna stations 


WILD CHILDREN 2 


e In 1921, a police patrol 
chasing a troop of baboons 
near Grahamstown in South 
Africa found a naked boy, 
reckoned to be aged about : 
12, who made guttural sounds : 
like the baboons. He was : 
given the name Lucas, and 

18 years later he was a farm 
worker at Thornkloof, Trappes 
Valley, able to speak both 
English and Afrikaans. He 

made a statement, which was 
sent to Prof R Ruggles Gates 

of London University (King’s : 
College) by Professor Raymond : 
Dart of Witwatersrand : 
University. This reads: “Il can 
recall only a few incidents of 
my life among the baboons. 
My food consisted mainly of 
crickets, ostrich eggs, prickly 
pears, green mealies and 


wild honey. | was kicked on 
the head by an ostrich while 
raiding its nest, and was often 
stung by bees while robbing 
their hives, and once fell and 
broke my leg. While with the 
baboons | walked on all fours 
and slept in the bush entirely 
naked. | was busy hunting 

for food one day with my 
baboon companions when 
two policemen shot at us with 
revolvers, but | was captured 
by one of the policemen.” 
Evening Standard, 19 June 
1939. 


i e In 1927, herdsmen found 

? a small Indian boy in a wolf’s 
den near Miawana, 75 miles 

: (120km) from Allahabad in 

: India. “From marks in the 

: den,” according to the first 

: news report, “it was obvious 

: that the boy had been living 

: there.” He was unable to talk 

: and went on all fours, lapped 

: water and ate grass. He was 

i very thin and emaciated and 

: he had a scar on his left 

: cheek thought to have been 

: inflicted by a wolf, which had 
: the effect of dragging down his: 


LEFT: Lucas the ‘Baboon Boy’, photographed in 1940. 


left eye and gave him a lop- 
sided expression. He barked 
continuously and was subject 
to fits. At times he appeared 
ferocious. Several times 

he attacked two policemen 
guarding him and had to be 
tied down. He had bitten 
himself and showed signs of 
sores on his shoulders and 
legs. 

Taken to Bareilly for 
treatment in a mental 
hospital, he was judged to be 
between seven and 12 years 
old. He could stand up and 


walk, but seemed to prefer to 
crawl, sitting on his haunches 
with legs curled up, propelling 
himself forward with the 
calloused palms of his hands. 
His knees were hardened as 
if used to frequent dragging 
on the ground. Medics 
concluded that for years his 
chief sustenance had been 
herbs and roots, although he 
seemed to enjoy meat and 
other food given to him. He 
had a prodigious appetite. NY 
Times, 6+27 April 1927. 


e Also in 1927, a peasant 
woman went into the forest 
of Stranja in Thrace to 
collect firewood, leaving 

her baby boy in what she 
thought was a Safe place. 
Her work finished, she went 
to recover her baby but 
found he had vanished. Four 
years later, a party shooting 
in the forest brought down 
a bear. As the bear fell 

they noticed a small child, 
which had apparently been 
accompanying the animal, 
running away. Catching the 
child, they found him quite 
savage. They brought him 
to the neighbouring village, 


p where the mother recognised 


him as her long-lost child. NY 
Times, 20 Sept 1931. 

For other cases of feral 
infants, see FT45:44-47, 
80:8, 117:22, 130:18, 150:9, 


161:20-21+34-41, 185:8. 
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on the Vaesteraas railway in central 
Sweden, which frightened and mystified 
the country people of that district. Five 
people, walking on the road near the 
railway, saw a lighted train glide silently 
along the track at high speed. It looked 
exactly like the ordinary train, due half 
an hour later, except for the head and 
tail lanterns, which were unusually bright 
and powerful. It was clearly seen by 

the entire company. Lone witnesses 

had seen the same thing at exactly 

the same location on several previous 
occasions. The railway bank had caved 
in at this section of the line some years 
earlier, and old people of the district were 
predicting a serious accident. One or two 
years earlier, a similar sight frightened 
Lapps (and reindeer) in a desolate part of 
Lapland, where a phantom train was seen 
rushing through the forest in a district 
where there was no railway at all. Morning 
Post, 3 Oct 1933. 


When a Boston fisherman found a ring in 
the stomach of a codfish in 1934, it was 
reported in a Gloucester, Massachusetts, 
newspaper. The Rev ET Drake of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Orange, 
Texas, read about the ring and contacted 
the Boston police to claim it was the 

ring he had lost while swimming at 
Corpus Christi, Texas, 28 years earlier. 
The ring bore the inscription “Pat D”, 
the abbreviation of his mother’s name, 
Patricia Drake. A detective was assigned 
to recover the ring and hold it for further 
identification. Fishermen along the 
waterfront said that while codfish had 
been known to live for more than 30 
years, it was a long swim from the Gulf of 
Mexico to their fishing grounds. [AP] NY 
Times, 23 Oct 1934. 


In 1934, Tony Kelly, an Australian 
undergraduate at Magdalen College, 
Oxford — an ice-hockey player “not given 
to cesthetic fancies” — had a strange 
experience at midnight. “I had gone to 
bed about half past eleven,” he said 

on 17 November, “but for some reason 

| couldn’t get to sleep. Suddenly | had 

a most extraordinary feeling, a sort of 
goose-flesh, as if someone was in the 
room. And so there was. He was standing 
by the window — a tall man with a long 
jacket, very old-fashioned, with rows of 
buttons and very short lapels. His tie was 
loose, and tied in a big knot. He began 
to walk up and down. | spoke to him and 
he didn’t answer. | put out my hand as 
he came near me, and it went straight 
through where he seemed to be. Finally, 
he walked away into a corner of the room, 
and just faded out of sight.” It was in 
these rooms 60 years earlier that Oscar 
Wilde wrote the poem “Ravenna” that 
won the Newdigate Prize when he was an 
undergraduate. The assumption was that 
the ghost was that of the Irish playwright. 
Sunday Express, 18 Nov 1934. 


EAGLE ANTICS 


ABOVE: We met the intrepid French aviator Eugéne Gilbert last issue, when he was mistaken 
for a gigantic bird of ill-omen and shot at by a terrified farmer in the Auvergne in 1912. A year 
earlier, Corporal Gilbert had in fact enjoyed a run-in of his own with an all-too-real bird. Com- 
peting in the 1911 Paris to Madrid air race, he flew his Bleriot XI across the Pyrenees and was 
attacked by an angry mother eagle defending her nest and young. To ward off the large bird, 
Gilbert fired warning shots from his pistol rather than kill it. Gilbert went on to become a flying 
ace in World War | and died in 1918. La Domenica del Corriere, 4 July 1911. 


e A large eagle, which had been 
raiding poultry flocks in West Buxton, 
Maine, and carrying off some of the 
best hens, inadvertently presented 
a partridge to Mrs Ralph Lowell. 
Flying between the Lowell home and 
an apple tree with the partridge in 
its grip, the eagle apparently lost 
its hold, and in an attempt to get a 
better one hurled its prey through 

a window, near which Mrs Lowell 
was preparing dinner. She stepped 
back just in time to avoid being cut 
by flying glass. As the window was 
shattered, the partridge landed in 


her sink. [AP] NY Times, 4 Nov 1926. 


e Attracted by screams and shouts 
in Lynchburg, Tennessee, Floyd 
Tipps, 15, found his eight-year-old 
brother Charles being dragged along 
the ground by a golden eagle with 

a wingspread of 35in (89cm). He 


grabbed a stick and flayed the bird 

across the head until it released its 
hold on the little boy. Then he killed 
it. [AP] NY Times, 14 April 1935. 


e Charles Gaylord, a civilian pilot- 
training instructor, was flying above 
Hamilton, New York, on 5 August 
1942 when a bald eagle dived 
towards him. He expected it would 
veer off as other eagles and hawks 
had done in previous attacks. 
However, it didn’t change course 
but headed straight for a wing of 
the plane. It crashed a wire strut 
with such force that part of its wing 
was torn off. The great bird fell and 
after Gaylord righted the plane he 
followed its plunge to the ground. 
He found the bird’s body, apparently 
killed by the fall. It had a wingspread 
of nearly 8ft (2.4m). [AP] NY Times, 
6 Aug 1942. 
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TREE SITTING 


In the summer of 1930, hundreds 
of boys were perched in trees 
across the United States; “this 
mania for endurance sitting” 

was “ravaging some towns”. At 
Camden, New Jersey, for example, 
104 boys were living in treetops, 
some declaring their intention 

not to descend until the winter. A 
number of boys in various parts of 
the country had injured themselves 
falling from boughs, but local 
authorities had been unable to 
stamp out the practice by enacting 
by-laws against it. William Kerney, 
10, of Kansas City, had been 
sitting in a tree for 230 hours. 
Stuart Brehm, 11, of New Orleans, 
arranged for a priest to conduct a 


special tree-sitting Mass for him 
on Sunday, 20 July, but crashed 


and was hurt before this could be 


done. Why this craze had seized 


boys simultaneously in all parts of 


the country was a mystery. Daily 
News, 21 July 1930. 


that same summer. 


ANGUS B MCVICAR / WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY / GETTY IMAGES 


ABOVE: Ed Sullivan and Gordon Todd sit in a tree in W Dayton Street, Madison, Wisconsin, 26 July 
1930. They were attempting to beat the tree sitting record set by Jimmie Clemons of Racine, Wis- 
consin. LEFT: Nine-year-old Warren Jenkins Ferlet introduced the tree sitting craze to El Paso, Texas, 


THIRD DENTITION 


® Joseph Quinlivan, 62 —a 
Councilman of Garfield, New 
Jersey, who claimed to have 

run for office on Republican, 
Democratic and Socialist tickets 
— displayed a new incisor tooth 
that had grown in his lower front 
jaw in July 1925. He could feel 
three more new teeth coming 
up. 


® David S Baird, 85, a Civil 

War veteran resident in New 
Brunswick, New Jersey, cut two 
front teeth on 22 February 1927. 
He had felt them coming up 
three days earlier. He had lost all 
his original teeth several years 
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earlier and complained that the 
new ones “interfere with a good 
smoke and prevent him holding 
a cigar in his habitual manner”. 


® Edwin M Taylor, 82, a retired 
construction engineer living in 
Oakland, California, cut a third 
tooth of a third set of new teeth 
on 22 July 1935. He had cut 
his milk teeth normally and his 
second set disappeared in the 
course of time. A few months 
before the news report, the first 
of his third set emerged. NY 
Times, 23 July 1925, 24 Feb 
1927, 23 July 1935. 


For other cases of third 
dentition, see FT48:68-69, 
135:21, 155:23. 


The news reports from the first 
half of the 20th century, which | 
have summarised here, come from 
two sources. Those from the New 
York Times were sent to Fortean 
; Towers a few years ago by Martin 
a Piechota of Dupont, Pennsylvania. 
The others come from 45 massive scrapbooks 
compiled by George Cecil Ives (1867-1950, pictured 
left), the illegitimate son of an English army officer and 
a Spanish-Jewish baroness. Ives was a poet, penal 
reformer, early homosexual law reform campaigner and 
friend of Oscar Wilde. The American Beat entrepreneur 
Jay Landesman discovered the 
scrapbooks on the pavement outside 
a junk shop in Islington, north London, 
and recruited me to edit a selection 
of Ives’s clippings, which appeared in 
a book of facsimiles called Man Bites 
Man, the Scrapbook of an Edwardian 
Eccentric (1980). 
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HISTORY ISN’T WHAT IT USED TO BE 


As Vladimir Putin invades Ukraine, SD TUCKER finds a widespread desire in 
Russian politics for history to be (re-)written strictly by the victors. Were the likes 


In 2020 a referendum was held to alter 
Russia’s constitution to give President Putin 
two extra terms until 2036. To disguise the 
power-grab, the vote was cast as a means 

of Slavic self-defence against the liberal 
invasions of the much-feared ‘Gay Europa’, 
whose leaders were busy peddling rainbow- 
branded ice-cream to children to turn them 
all deviant via “forbidden images” on the 
packaging. According to Putinista activist 
Yekatarina Lakhova, all right-thinking folk 
should “have the same negative feelings 
about the rainbow as I do about the swastika.” 
By reframing the poll as lending explicit 
constitutional status to “family values” 

and “faith in God” and officially defining 
marriage as “a union between a man anda 
woman”, Putin won conservative votes on 
false pretences, before reframing them as 
approval for his extended rule. 

Sceptics produced an online video spoofing 
the Kremlin’s dystopian vision of what Russia 
would otherwise become. In 2035, all across 
Putin-less Russia, NATO bases have replaced 
play-areas and sex-change operations become 
compulsory; God “doesn’t exist anymore” as 
“He wasn’t enshrined in the constitution”. An 
icon of Russia’s first-ever Tsar hangs on a wall 
-Tsar Pikachu, Nintendo’s adorable yellow 
Pokémon in regal fancy-dress. “Did Pikachu 
really establish Russia?” asks a woman. “Who 
knows?” says her distracted husband, on 
his way to have his penis forcibly removed 
(perhaps by the appropriately-tooled Scyther 
or Krabby). “History can be rewritten now.” 
Indeed, it can. Although clearly a parody 
of hysterical Kremlin agitprop, the film 
went viral and was believed. One Twitter fool 
was “really scared until I read that it was 
propaganda” - that is, until State propaganda 
helpfully told her it was propaganda.* 


THE PAST IS DEFINITELY NOT A 
FOREIGN COUNTRY 


Today’s Russian past is constantly reshaped 
on political grounds, with Putin’s totalitarian 
idol Josef Stalin’s genocidal Holodomor, 

the 1930s mass-famine unleashed by him 

on Ukraine, rebranded as a hoax or mere 
accident. In 2016, following Donald Trump’s 
election win, it suddenly transpired Russia 
had not been created by Pikachu after all, 
but by a distant relative of The Donald. Rurik, 
the semi-legendary Viking traditionally seen 
as founder of the Russian nation in AD 862, 
was also founder of the Trump line, proved 
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of Ivan really so Terrible after all? 


SICK TOTS WERE 
HEALED BY 

THE ICON SAID 
POKLONSKAYA 


nationalist newspaper Zavtra, who found 
Trump’s Scottish mother had Norse blood, 
meaning Donald was a Viking too - and 
Vikings rarely ate gay rainbow ice-cream, 
much less tried to force it on others. Courting 
the new President, regime spokesman Dmitri 
Kiselyov praised how Trump “doesn’t give a 
damn about global, anti-Russian liberalism,” 
so the nation’s past had to be hastily rewritten 
to strengthen ties with the new warrior in 

the White House.” During 2017, the 100th 
anniversary of both the Bolshevik Revolution 
and the abdication of the final Tsar, Nicholas 
II, a Putinista MP, Natalya Poklonskaya, 
proudly announced a bust of Saint Nick in the 
Crimean capital of Simferopol was weeping 
miraculous tears, like many a haunted statue 
of Christ before him. Sick tots were healed by 
the icon, said Poklonskaya, whose nationalist 
intent was clear: “You see how... the 
sovereign is helping us. They [our ancestors] 
died in order to make Russia flourishing and 
great. And we are [morally] bound to do that 
[too].” Crimea was the first part of Ukrainian 
soil Putin had annexed militarily, back in 


: LEFT: Tsar Pikachu — did he really establish Russia? 


2014; now he had a literal blessing from 
: history for doing so.* 


Consider an essay released by Putin in 


: 2020, “On the Historical Unity of Russians 


and Ukraine”, arguing Ukraine was a mere 


: illusion, really just a large sub-region of 

: Russia. On 21 February 2022, just prior to 

: invasion, Putin gave a TV address laying 

: out “the fact” that “modern Ukraine was 

: entirely invented by Russia” when Lenin 

: carved it out on a map in 1922 for petty admin 
: purposes - for the centenary, he would snatch 
: it back. “Ukraine is not just a neighbouring 

: country for us,” Putin continued, but “an 

: inalienable part of our own history, culture 

: and space.” He’s not entirely wrong; the best 
: liars never are. Ukrainians and Russians 

: have joint origins in the ancient Viking 

: kingdom of Kievan Rus’, often romanticised 
: as an Arthurian land of magical fairytale 

: castles and princesses. The Viking Prince 

: Vladimir the Great (see p.14) was Kievan 

: Rus’s most noted ruler, converting to 

: Orthodox Christianity in AD 988, seeing 

: this as the best way to bind his squabbling 

: Slavic subject-tribes together as one (Islam 

: was out due to its vodka ban). After helping 

: Emperor Basil II of Byzantium halt a mutiny, 
: Vladimir took Basil’s sister Anna as bride, a 

: geopolitical coup necessitating his conversion 
: to Byzantine Christianity anyway. Once 

: Basil stalled on giving Anna away, Vladimir 

: invaded Crimea, taking the Black Sea city 

: of Kherson from Byzantine hands to ensure 

: Anna was soon handed over. The new power- 
: couple then returned to their capital, Kiev, 

: converting their lands to Eastern Orthodoxy 
: and establishing a new legal code. And thus, 
: after Rurik’s initial efforts, the true Russian 
: State was founded... from Kiev, not Russia. 


So, Putin is correct to say the two lands 


: share close roots, but, ironically, revanchists 

: may be more justified in saying Russia 

: belongs to Ukraine than vice versa; Moscow 

: itself didn’t even exist until 1147. Kievan 

: Rus’ collapsed during the 1200s when the 

: Mongols invaded, and different parts of 

: Ukraine have swapped hands between 

: Lithuania, Russia, Poland, Germany and 

: the Habsburgs ever since. Stalin redrew 

: Ukraine’s map personally, taking Lviv from 

: Poland and flooding the country’s East with 

: ethnic Russian-speakers, aiding the artificial 
: ‘Russification’ of the so-called ‘Little Russia’. 


ABOVE LEFT: Proto-Slavs and their woolly mammoths, preparing to conquer the world. ABOVE RIGHT: Natalya Poklonskaya, Russian politician and unlikely star of many a meme. 


In 1954 Crimea was capriciously donated to 
Ukraine by President Khrushchev back when 
the tight rivets of the Iron Curtain made the 
gesture almost meaningless, making Putin’s 
2014 land-grab of the peninsula arguably 
justifiable in principle, but his claims on the 
rest of the country are akin to saying England 
‘owns’ Ireland. Nonetheless, said Putin, “True 
sovereignty of Ukraine is possible only in 
partnership with Russia” - otherwise Kievans 
might find their children’s heads turned 
Westwards by rainbow ice-cream cones, away 
from Holy Mother Russia’s vanilla Orthodoxy. 
President Vladimir sees himself as Prince 
Vladimir reborn, having a 50-ft (15m) statue 
of his namesake erected near the Kremlin on 
Russia’s National Unity Feast-Day in 2015, 
following his theft of Crimea. Its foundation- 
stone came from Kherson, site of the Prince’s 
baptism into Orthodoxy - and also the first 
major Ukrainian city to fall to Russian troops 
in March 2022.4 


ELEPHANTS NEVER FORGET, THEY 
JUST HAVE FALSE MEMORIES 
Science can also rewrite history. Enter 
Anatole A Klyosoy, the first man in Russia 
allowed to use the Internet, and in 2008 the 
inventor of ‘DNA Geneaology’, a “patriotic 
science” intended to “reformat notions 

of the past” which dismisses the ‘Out of 
Africa’ hypothesis of human origins as 
woke rubbish invented as a self-abnegating 
Western “tool to combat racism”. Instead, 
Klyosov proposes an ‘Into Africa’ idea, in 
which white humans called ‘Rusanthropus’ 
evolved in Northern Russia 160,000 years 
ago, then migrated, becoming the fathers 
of all other races from Aryans to Arabs, 
changing colour as they did so. According 
to Yuri Ulyanov, author of Russia Is the 
Homeland of Elephants!, these same ‘proto- 
Slavs’ rode forth to conquer the globe on 


woolly mammoths, which then evolved into 
the smoother Indian and African elephants 
of today, pachyderm migration mirroring that 
of their jockeys.> Biochemist Klyosov finds 
the proto-Slavs greatly shared the ancestral 
genetic haplogroup-pattern ‘Rial’, also now 
held by various other sub-races; he tries to 
conflate culture and biology, which can easily 
be abused to imply that, as Ukrainians and 
Russians have a shared history and much 
intermarriage, they must be genetically 

one unitary people, as Putin may desire. 
Arguments to the contrary are malevolent, 
implying “there could be no Slavic unity, no 
patriotism.” The “popgeneticist” idea that 
“Ukraine is a [genetic] island with nothing 
in common with Russia” was “immediately 
picked up by Ukrainian nationalists”, he 
says, and “because of tricks like this, blood is 
sometimes spilled.” Yes, but not by the side 
Klyosov means ... 

Klyosov bills himself “the author of 
hundreds of works, most of which he wrote 
himself”, but some appear in journals he 
himself owns or edits, his main aim being 
to combat something called ‘Normanism’, 
‘Normans’ here being ‘Norsemen’. Klyosov 
finds it embarrassing that Rurik, the 
Varangian Viking from Sweden, was 
supposed to have been invited into Ukraine 
by warring Slavic tribes in 862. “Our land 
is vast and abundant, but there is no order 
in it. Come and reign as prince and have 
authority over us!” they pleaded, much as 
Putin dreams Ukrainians want him to do 
today. This makes the Slavs seem childish and 
primitive, so Klyosov dismisses anyone who 
accepts the story as mentally ill, suffering 
from Russophobia “often at the level of the 
subcortex.” The original ethnic label ‘Rus’ 
is derived from the Finnish Ruotsi, meaning 
‘Swedes’, so if Klyosov can show Vikings 
originally came from Rusanthropus too, this 


redeems the proto-Slavs from being rescued 
by inferior foreigners, as Swedes magically 
become Russians anyway. Anti-Normanism 

is very popular today, mainly amongst those 
Russians ‘Ostalgic’ for their old Soviet-era 
power and territory —i.e. Putin-supporters. 
Normanism, says Klyosov, is “not science. This 
is an ideology.” But so is Klyosov’s own anti- 
Normanism, which he hopes to see adopted 
as official scientific fact by the State.® 


DIAL ‘2’ FOR MURDER 

Klyosov should try lobbying Putin’s recent 
Culture Minister and current “History Man” 
Vladimir Medinsky, who believes the Russian 
race possesses “an extra chromosome”. 

His essay “There Is No Objective Nestor” 
appeared in 2017, Nestor being the putative 
author of the old chronicle in which the 
possible myth of Rurik was first recorded. 
But, argues Medinsky, all history is primarily 
myth: “Not to see a fact in a myth means to 
cease being a historian.” All nations have 
their myths, which, when examined coldly, 
fall apart, so they must be maintained via 

a wall of lies to sway the ignorant public: 
“The [incorporeal] ideas and myths that 
have taken possession of the masses are 
historically more significant than any 
[physical] colosseum or viaduct”, hence 

the success of Communism. So, while the 
heroism of some famous Soviet victories of 
WWILis embellished, these “legends become 
a material force - more terrible and more 
beautiful than any fact of any real battle.” It 
is now a crime to insult Russian conduct in 
WWI, known as ‘The Great Patriotic War’ 
domestically, so Medinsky promoted positive 
war movies to counter the general cinematic 
perspective “that Russia is shit”. Author of 
the popular Myths About Russia series, his 
books dispel common misperceptions such as 
that Russian roads contain pot-holes. History 
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is not the same as “physics or geometry”, 
there is “no absolute objectivity... from the 
point of view of an alien”, as a historian is 
“always a bearer of a certain type of culture, 
ideas of his circle and his time”. Medinsky’s 
readers must close their eyes and “admit 

it to yourself, silently: there is no reliable 
past.” Some Italian guy, “basking on Lake 
Como”, could view the Siege of Stalingrad 
objectively, but not a Russian: “Sorry, but 
from the standpoint of the interests of which 
other country should I consider the history 
of my Fatherland?”’ Such things are “sacred 


legends that you just can’t touch. And anyone 


who does so is wretched scum.” 

So, to lie that today’s ‘Special Military 
Operation’ is being waged to rid Ukraine 
from a cabal of Nazi drug-addicts, or that 
the reason Mariupol lies in flames is 
because Hitlerite crack-heads bombed the 
city themselves, is only to provide today’s 
Great Patriotic Warriors with their own self- 
sustaining myth to get them throughout the 
bullet-hell of history’s first rough draft; if 
Russian cannon-fodder think they’re the real 
‘Russcist’ Nazis here, they may bid a quick 
farewell to arms and surrender.’ Tellingly, 


> 


ABOVE: Vladimir Putin and Vladimir Medinsky discuss a projected monument to Mikhail Kalashnikov, the Russian 
inventor of the AK-47 assault rifle, during a visit to the Kalashnikov factory in 2016. 


Putin’s own version of Goebbels is said to be 
the ghost-writer of both Vlad’s 2020 “Russians 
and Ukraine” essay, and the angry TV speech 
he gave immediately prior to invasion. He 

is also the man heading up current Moscow- 
Kiev peace-negotiations. As Medinsky openly 


considers Ukraine a “historical phantom”, 
his dialogue may not be fully sincere; he links 
the new viral ultra-nationalist ‘Z’ symbol to 
Za mir, ‘for peace’ in Russian.° Call in Rurik 
Trump to thrash out a deal instead - how 
about we Make Russia Swedish Again? 


KREMLIN.RU 
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explosive-laden truck into a cinema 
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and Greece about who ‘owns’ 
Alexander the Great, both Ukraine 
and Russia claim St Vladimir (as he 
now is) as their founder, so for Putin 
to erect the statue was a deliberate 
act of provocation, an attempt to 
steal Ukraine's history by claiming 
Vladimir’s posthumous blessing for 
Crimean annexation too. 


5 www.proza.ru/2011/10/15/1478; 
Ulyanov’s ‘evidence’ is largely 
linguistic, claiming the Hindu word 
for elephant means ‘foreigner’ and 
an old Latin word for one means 
‘Russian lout with a long beard’ (i.e. 
trunk). Plus, in Russia, a child who 
wanders with no purpose is said to 
‘elephant around’, a folk-ememory of 
ancient kids riding them for fun. 


6 https:/trv-science.ru/2015/01/ 
dnk-demagogiya-kljosova/; 
https:/trv-science-ru/2018/05/ 
antinormanism-kak-proyavlenie- 
nauchnogo-patriotizma/; https:trv- 
science-ru/2013/01/o-normannakh- 
slavyanakh--ariyakh/; https:// 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anatole_ 
Klyosov; http:/lebed.com/2013/ 
art6160.htm; http:/pereformat. 
ru/2013/03/ostrov-ukraina; The 
specific term ‘Rusanthropus’ appears 
the invention of another fantasist, 
AA Tyunyaev, with whom Klysosov 
once co-authored a book. Klyosov 

is also a genuine scientist who has 
developed cancer treatments and 
written prosaic tracts like Wood- 
Plastic Composites as well as efforts 
like Who Is Against DNA Geneaology? 
Lies, Insinuations and Russophobia 
in Modern Russian Science. Anti- 
Normanism began in Russia in the 
1700s and was officially adopted 
during Stalinist times to combat Nazi 
propaganda that the ‘true’ ruling 


Viking Russians were really elite 
Viking Germans, and is not Klyosov’s 
own invention. It still appears in some 
Russian school textbooks. 


7 Fun Fact: Medinsky was born in 
Ukraine. 


8 The idea that Kiev’s current regime 
are Nazis plays upon some factual 
historical Nazi-Ukrainian collusion 
against Soviet rule during WWII, 

plus the presence of a few genuine 
neo-Nazi regiments like the Azov 
Battalion, fighting for Kiev in the East 
of Ukraine today, but is the equivalent 
of London saying the 1980s Irish 
government were all IRA members to 
justify carpet-bombing Dublin. 


9 https:/trv-science-ru/2018/05/ 
antinormanizm-kak-proyavlenie- 
nauchnogo-patriotizma-2/; 
https:/slate.com/news-and- 
politics/2022/03/who-is-viadimir- 
medinsky-negotiator-russia-ukraine. 
html; www.spisok-putina.org/ 
en/personas/medinsky; https:/ 
newrepublic.com/article/117896/ 
viadimir-medinsky-russias- 
culture-minister-putin-toady; www. 
washingtonpost.com/news/ 
worldviews/wp/2015/01/15/russias- 
culture-minister-calls-for-new-patriotic- 
internet-to-combat-western-spin/; 
https:/broadstreet.blog/2022/03/07/ 
the-ghosts-of-history-haunt-the-russia- 
ukraine-crisis/; Medinsky feels Putin 
“the absolute genius of modern real 
politics” and the current embodiment 
of the Hegelian historical world spirit. 
He suggests Russia create its own 
“patriotic Internet”, free of Western 
filth, and, as head of Putin’s Russian 
Military Historical Society, helped 
organise the military exhibition 
‘Remember! The Soviet Soldier 
Saved the World’, commemorating 


the USSR’s 27 million war-dead 
(millions of whom weren't Russian, 
a fact the title cannily evades). This 
same Society, which reports direct 
to Russia’s MoD, also erected 
Moscow’s Prince Vladimir statue. 
Medinsky’s career owes itself to 
Putin’s National Security Strategy 
specifically claiming Russian 
culture, art and history possess 
actual military importance and so 
anti-patriotic versions of them are a 
psy-weapon aimed against ‘Fortress 
Russia’, explaining Medinsky’s 
banning of Armando lannucci’s 
2018 satire The Death of Stalin 

and promotion of Soviet Realist-era 
art as depicting “happy people in 

a prosperous country”. Even the 
well-known fact Tchaikovsky was a 
notorious eater of rainbow ice-cream 
had to be denied in the name of 
national musical security. Medinsky’s 
own pet project is combing through 
foreign visitors’ travel writing from 
centuries gone by to reveal it as 
“evil slander of the Russian State, 
its rulers and people”, so proving 

a Western anti-Russian conspiracy 
has existed forever. “Russia is not 
Europe”, his Ministry said, just as 
Ukraine is not Ukraine. Although he 
was accused of doctoring some of 
his PhD, authorities refused to strip 
edinsky of it. To him, historical 
inaccuracy is a quality, not a flaw, 
hence him giving an award to a 
wilfully erroneous WWII movie for 
being “faithful to historical truth” 
precisely because it was not. Hence, 
that Medinsky has invented book 
titles wholesale and included them 
in his own works’ reference sections 
stands as an innovative new mode of 
scholarship, not fraud. 
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The Cult of the Talking Cross 


MATT SALUSBURY tells 
the story of a bizarre faith 
that helped shape Mayan 
resistance to Mexico in 
the Yucatan peninsula 


round 1841 the 
Yucutecos, the Creole 
population of the 
Yucatan peninsula, 
broke with Mexico. 
The Mayan population soon rose 
up against their Creole overlords, 
with a band of insurgents taking 
refuge around a small spring 
at Chan Santa Cruz, (“the 
Little Sacred Cross”), where a 
mahogany tree grew at the edge 
of a cave. The tree’s trunk bore 
several small carved crosses. At 
least one of them appeared to 
produce sounds. The Cult of the 
Talking Cross was born, which 
inspired the Mayans to at least 50 
years of resistance, first against 
the Yucutecos and then the United 
Mexican States. The bizarre faith 
survived at least three incidents 
of capture or destruction of its 
talking crosses and numerous 
exposures of ventriloquist fraud. 
Juan de la Cruz Puc first heard 
the Cross talk, sharing with his 
neighbour Manuel Nahuat what 
it had told him. Nahuat, who 
was a ventriloquist, projected 
his voice so that everyone could 
hear the words from the Talking 
Cross. Proclamations by letter 
also appeared, signed “San Juan 
de la Cruz”, St John of the Cross. 
The Proclamation of 1850 founded 
the rebel Mayan regime known 
as the Cruzob with Chan Santa 
Cruz as its capital. The Talking 
Cross - now freestanding, much 
bigger and made of wood - was 
moved to a large church built to 
house it, the Balam Na (“House 
of the Jaguar” or “House of the 
Priest”). In its darkened interior, 
the booming voice of the Talking 
Cross issued pronouncements 
to a prostrate congregation. It’s 
unclear how much of the current 
church is original. 


cross at the spring 
continues to talk 
to this day 


The Talking Cross’s earliest 
verbal pronouncement said: 
“The Whites will never win... 
These people of the Cross will 
win”. It ordered an attack on 
the nearest Yucuteco garrison. 

It was a disaster. A promised 
immunity to bullets didn’t work 
and the Mayans were driven off 
with heavy losses. The Yucutecos 
attacked Chan Santa Cruz in 
March 1851, seizing the Crosses 
(there were now two) and killing 
Nahuat. But the Yucutecos lacked 
the forces to occupy the Cruzob 
capital. A new Talking Cross and 


two others appeared at the shrine. 


Puc claimed the Cross spoke via 
“three mysterious personages” 
with himself as interpreter or 
secretary, and that the Yucutecos 
would “be severely punished.” 
Bankrupt and facing the prospect 
of endless war with the Maya, the 
Yucutecos eventually accepted 
Mexican sovereignty in 1853, so 
it was Mexico that the Cruzob 
now fought. English visitors and 
Mexican prisoners described the 
Talking Cross being taken into 
battle by the Cruzob armies. 

The Cruzob was assisted by 


the small neighbouring colony of 
British Honduras (now Belize). 
With their tiny garrison, the 
British realised they stood a 
better change of survival against 
Mexico if a Mayan state prevailed, 
so for a time supplied arms to 
Chan Santa Cruz. In a letter to the 
“magistrates of Belize”, a Cruzob 
leader wrote that “the Holy Cross 
begs you to give them powder 

and shot and all the implements 
of war.” 

While the Latinos had for 
centuries refused to ordain 
Mayans as priests, Mayans 
now served as priests to their 
own congregations, but their 
version of worship departed 
from mainstream Catholicism. 

In Cruzob cosmology, there were 
several versions of God, angels 
and other lesser gods, elementals 
such as the jaguar and also 

the “Beautiful Grandmother” 

- equivalent to the Virgin of 
Guadeloupe. 

Venancio Puc emerged as the 
new “interpreter” of the Cross 
and tatich (Pope). The Cross 
spoke to him and his generals, 
with his son Atanacio performing 
ventriloquism via a barrel-shaped 
device in a hidden space nearby. 
It sometimes spoke in words, 
sometimes in a “fine, thin whistle” 
according to one witness. Lt 
Plumridge of the British Army 
described being made to wait all 
day and much of the night until 
“God came”, and a “rather weak 
voice... which seemed to originate 
in the midst of the air” told them: 
“Tf the English want a fight, let 
them come... and I will dispose of 
[them] at once.” 

In 1867 the tatich was a mestizo, 
Gerardo de Castillo, who told the 
superintendent of Belize that 
“Divine Providence” had caused 
him and his colleagues to seize 
power from Venancio Puc and 
kill him. De Castillo admitted 
that the voice had been produced 
by Puc’s son, and explained that 
“the use of ventriloquism to make 
the Cross speak was the work of 
evil men and a thing of the past”. 
While the tatich maintained the 


holiness of the Talking Cross, his 
admission cost the cult much of its 
power. Cruzob authority was now 
fragmenting. Travellers to Tulum 
-an ancient pyramid and fortress 
complex on the coast north of 
Chan Santa Cruz - described in 
1866 seeing there another church 
shrouded in darkness where the 
high priest and his wife were 
patrons of the Cross, which talked 
in a whistling voice to a kneeling 
congregation. There were by then 
other Mayan statelets where the 
“parents” of the Talking Cross 
kept it in their houses. By 1872, 

a third centre of Talking Cross 
worship appeared at San Antonio 
Muyil. In the 1890s there were at 
least four such rival centres. The 
Cruzob made war on all of them. 
By 1895 Chan Santa Cruz was 

all but abandoned, and in 1901, 

a Mexican army under General 
Ignacio Bravo finally occupied it 
for good, troops bringing measles 
and smallpox, which devastated 
the local population. Bravo’s 

army discovered the hiding place 
near the Talking Cross where a 
ventriloquist could have hidden. 
Maya guerrilla warfare against 
Mexico persisted, ending only 
with a formal peace treaty in 1935. 
In 2002, the Mexican Government 
finally recognised the Cult of 

the Talking Cross as a legitimate 
religion. A moderate version 

still exists. The spring where the 
Cross first manifested is a student 
hangout in a town with the now 
more secular name of Felipe 
Carrillo Puerto. Some claim a 
cross at the spring continues to 
talk to this day. 

The symbol of the cross actually 
predated Christianity in Yucatan. 
Mayan cosmology features the 
yaxche, a mahogany tree vaguely 
in the form of the cross, which 
anchored the various parts of the 
Universe in their place and spread 
from the Earth into the heavens 
and reached with its roots down 
into the underworld. Amen! 


@€ MATT SALUSBURY is Chair of the NUJ 
London Freelance Branch and a regular 
Fortean Times contributor. 
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The fourth-dimensional Jesus 


TIM COOK revisits the 
curious efforts of an 
American mathematician 
to explain the miraculous 
events of the Bible by 
reference to geometry. 


he mysteries of the 
Bible have puzzled 
laymen and experts 
alike for centuries, 
yet, 100 years ago, in 
an obscure book of just over 110 
pages, one man sought to explain 
scientifically such inexplicable 
events as the miracles of Jesus 
and his resurrection, the raising 
of the dead, and what happens 
to the human soul - if anything 
- after we die. The man’s name 
was William Anthony Granville, 
and he was not a theologian, a 
philosopher or a crazed fanatic 
shouting on a street corner, 
but a respected American 
mathematician; and once 
you read his book, The Fourth 
Dimension and The Bible (1922), 
you may feel his name deserves 
to be ranked alongside Charles 
Fort’s for his examination of 
historic anomalous events - and 
the Bible is full to the brim with 
these. 

Born in Minnesota in 1863, 
Granville became professor of 
mathematics at Yale in 1895, 
leaving in 1910 to take up the 
presidency of Gettysburg College 
in Pennsylvania. Between 1909 
and 1911, he wrote four books 
on mathematics, including the 
snappily titled Plane and Spatial 
Trigonometry and Four-Place 
Tables of Logarithms (1909), books 
widely used in their time and still 
of use today. However, Granville’s 
next book was of a more popular 
and personal nature, founded in 
his dual belief in the power of 
mathematics and the Christian 
faith. As Granville puts it: 
“Mathematics... is the only exact 
science that God has revealed to 
man and the truths it contains 
are the only truths that can be 
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established through pure reason. 
Because mathematics is pure 
truth it is part of God Himself, for 
God is the essence of all truth.”+ 
There is little biographical 
detail available about Granville, 
but it is easy to imagine he 
staked his academic reputation 
on TFDATB and his attempt to 
demystify and justify Biblical 
accounts that otherwise defy 
rational explanation, events his 
colleagues in academia doubtless 
dismissed as fairy tales. This 
might be why he waited so long to 
write TFDATB after his previous 
book and why, the following year, 
he left Gettysburg to take up a 
role in an insurance company. 
Granville’s speciality was 
geometry, and his central 
hypothesis in TFDATB is that what 
we call Heaven is actually a fourth 
dimension, a “higher place” 


“Mathematics ts 
part of God, for 
God 1s the essence 
of all truth” 


beyond the space and time of 

our Universe, and the origin and 
cause of the celestial entities and 
unworldly events we encounter 
in the Bible. Indeed, the fourth 
dimension is just one of many 

of the heavens, a multiplicity 
alluded to several times in the 
Bible (e.g. John 14:2 and Psalms 
115:16). Readers need not worry if 
they lack the mathematical skills 
of a Yale professor, as Granville 
guides us first through the 

lower dimensions, the degree of 


LEFT: Granville and the first edition 
of his magnum opus. FACING PAGE: 
Evolution explained in terms of solid 
cones and planes. 


movement therein, the geometric 
units that will help us understand 
these areas, and how one 
dimension produces the next. 

In brief, the zero dimension is a 
solitary fixed point in space where 
no internal movement of any kind 
is possible. The first dimension is 
two such fixed points connected to 
form a line, along which one can 
move left or right, meaning only 
one co-ordinate is required to fix 
a position. The second dimension 
is represented by a square, the 
two points of the first dimension 
having moved in a perpendicular 
fashion to form the shape along a 
plane, and where two co-ordinates 
are needed to fix a position. Next 
of course comes our dimension, 
the third, here symbolised by a 
cube, created from the square, 
again perpendicularly, to give 
width and depth. Here, we can 
move under, over, and through 
in ways impossible in the lower 
dimensions; and, as you may have 
guessed, three co-ordinates are 
required to fix a position ina 
three-dimensional area (length, 
height, and breadth). 

The fourth dimension is far 
more problematical to visualise, 
and Granville is at pains to 
point out we cannot truly know 
the conditions of the fourth 
dimension, any more than we 
could construct the geometric 
unit used to represent this realm 
— the tesseract, also known as the 
‘hypercube’. We cannot access this 
dimension, and it doesn’t exist in 
the terms of our normal existence; 
it can be assumed, and used in 
calculations, but never proven. 
“There is no doubt about the 
existence of the geometry of four 
dimensions,” states Granville, 
“but it has not been proven that 
there exists a corresponding 
space of four dimensions.” The 
Bible hints at the geometric 
conditions of Heaven in passages 
such as Job 11:8-9 and Ephesians 


3:18. God, according to Granville, 
dwells in whichever is the highest 
possible dimension, where “there 
are no restrictions to motion, 

and no limitations of power, 
knowledge, or understanding”. 
Granville takes us through what 
life may be like in the lower 
dimensions, warning the reader 
that “it will be necessary... to 
approach the subject with an 
open and receptive mind... 

he will often need to leave 
experience behind and reason 
wholly from analogy.” Giving the 
name Flatland to our neighbours 
of the second dimension (just 

as EA Abbott did for his 1884 
novel of the same name), 
Granville finds its inhabitants 
live upon an infinite plane 
without height (just as if you’re 
playing an old-style top-down 
video game of the sort where a 
hedge or a low brick wall forms 
an impenetrable boundary), 

and a long, straight line could 
prove a tiresome obstacle. But 

a third-dimensional being, such 
as ourselves, could, if possible, 
pick the Flatlander up into our 
space and set him down again 

on the other side of the line. To 
the Flatlander’s fellows, it would 
seem a miracle had occurred; he 
would have suddenly vanished 
only to inexplicably reappear, 
unharmed, in a different location. 
Unless, that is, you decided to 
keep him in our third dimension, 
and Granville suggests something 
similar happened to the biblical 
figures of Enoch (Hebrews 11:5; 
Genesis 5:24) and Elijah (2 Kings 
2:11) as examples of people taken 
by God into a ‘higher place’. One 
who was taken but came back 

to tell the tale is mentioned by 
Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:2-4: a 
man who was taken into “the 
third heaven” and there heard 
sentences that were, according 

to which version of the Bible you 
read, inexpressible or forbidden 
to be repeated. 

All this instruction is by way 
of preparing the reader for what 
Granville claims is the use of the 
fourth dimension by beings who 
can affect our world as easily as 
we could manipulate the second 
dimension of Flatland and they, 
in turn, could do to Lineland, 
the one-dimensional realm. If we 
accept Granville’s proposition 
of the fourth dimension being 


EVOLUTION 


Let us assume a solid circular cone (three-di- 


mensional body) passing thru a plane, as AB, | 


(two-dimensional space) the axis of the cone being 
always perpendicular to the plane. | 


able to access and interact with 
the third, many of the curious 
events in the Bible make a lot 
more sense, as what would be 
fantastic to us would there be 
commonplace; solid matter would 
be as insubstantial as a breeze; 
humans and their affairs as 
pieces in a game of chess; even 
bringing the dead back to life far 
from impossible. 

Let us take the life of Jesus and 
his miracles, and assume Jesus, 
as a celestial being, could use 
the fourth dimension. This would 
explain his ability to apparently 
pass through solid matter, such 
as the angry crowds of John 8:59 
and John 10:39, or appear before 
the apostles in a closed room 
in Luke 24:36-43. The ability to 
create large amounts of matter 
from nothing or very little is 
demonstrated by the feeding 
of the 5,000 (Matthew 14:13-21, 
etc.), and the supernatural 
exemption from the natural laws 
of our three-dimensional world 
is seen when Jesus walks on 
water and quells the storm (Mark 
6:45-53, etc.). On death, our spirit 
leaves the three-dimensional 
body, which ages and decays as it 
is affected by time, and ascends 
to the fourth dimension, where 
time has no meaning. However, 
once we are of that higher place, 
we can re-enter the vessels of 
our bodies, at least if a being of 
the fourth dimension intercedes. 
Thus Jesus “restored to life the 
daughter of Jairus (Matthew 
9:16; Mark 5:4; Luke 8:54), the 
son of the widow of Nain (Luke 
7:15), and Lazarus (John 11), 
who had been four days in his 
grave.“ Granville singles out 
Lazarus for special attention, as 
he was conspicuously silent on his 


experiences during his four days 
of ‘death’. This, we learn, is for 
two reasons: firstly, any attempt 
to communicate an experience 
of the next dimension would be 
defeated before it had begun, 

as it is of such a nature as to be 
beyond human expression; and 
secondly, with time meaningless 
in the fourth dimension, as far 
as Lazarus was concerned, not a 
second would have passed since 
he ‘died’. 

This brings us to the subject 
of time, which Granville claims 
is how we perceive the fourth 
dimension. Indeed, it is our 
ability to distort and condense 
time in our imaginings and our 
dreams that leads Granville to 
state we are all at least partially 
of the fourth dimension: “By 
a concentrated mental effort, 
we may all in a moment of time 
assemble the impressions of a 
friend or relative with whom we 
have been intimately associated 
with from birth to death. The 
mental image thus obtained 
would include all the years 
of his or her life... and this 
mental image would have four 
dimensions, time being the fourth 
dimension.” > We’ve often heard 
of people on the verge of death 
who see their lives flash before 
their eyes [see p.9 of this issue]; 
it seems this is close to how time 
is experienced in the fourth 
dimension, and several passages 
in the Bible agree, such as Psalms 
39:5, Psalms 90:4, and 2 Peter 3:8. 

And it seems that even 
evolution, that perennial sticking 
point between the scientific and 
religious, can be explained by 
geometry. If we imagine a solid 
coned shape passing through 
Flatland, tip first, it would look 


to the Flatlanders like a point 
appearing among them from 
nowhere, developing into an 
ever-expanding circle, before 
suddenly disappearing. “May 
it not be that all evolutionary 
processes are in the like manner 
three-dimensional section of 
the elements of some higher 
dimensional aggregate of infinite 
complexity?” asks Granville. 
“To God, instantaneous creation 
and evolutionary processes are 
equally possible, he can and does 
operate either or both according 
to his infinite wisdom.” ® 

If we do indeed pass onto a 
higher (or, if we’ve been up to no 
good, lower) place once we die, 
then William Anthony Granville 
did so in 1943, victim of a heart 
attack at the age of 79. He left 
quite a legacy in TFDATB, a brisk 
but enlightening book, which 
should be of interest to the 
scientifically- and spiritually- 
minded alike. I was disappointed 
that Granville mentioned other 
celestial beings, in addition to 
Jesus, only in passing; there is 
no discussion, for instance, of 
the bizarre “living beings” we 
encounter in Ezekiel 1 and 10. He 
also takes many biblical tales at 
face value without considering 
they may describe hallucinations 
or mental illness, or events that 
were grossly exaggerated or 
may not have happened at all 
(the parting of the Red Sea, for 
example). However, short as it 
is, TFDATB is an unusual and 
laudable effort to connect the 
opposing worlds of mathematical 
fact and religious faith. 


NOTES 

1 The Fourth Dimension and 

The Bible (1922), reprinted by 
Forgotten Books in 2015. pp. ivv. 
2 p.88. 

3 p.36. 

4 p.100. 

5 p.71. 

6 pp.97-8. 
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Joyce Quarterly and others. He 
writes and publishes the comedy 
magazine The Earlham Review. 
He was born in Norwich, where he 
lives to this day. 
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Viking realities and imaginings 


James Holloway discusses three very different explorations of Norse history and mythology that 
debunk some ideas and play with others 


Norse America 


The Story of a Founding Myth 
Gordon Campbell 


Oxford University Press 2021 
Hb, 272pp, £20, ISBN 9780198861553 


The Real Valkyrie 


The Hidden History of Viking 
Warrior Women 


Nancy Marie Brown 


The History Press 2021 
Hb, 336pp, £20, ISBN 9780750997911 


The Myths and 
Realities of the 
Viking berserkr 


Roderick Dale 


Routledge 2021 
Hb, 196pp, £120, ISBN 9780367137458 


Few periods of history attract 
as much interest as the Viking 
Age, and few are so blended with 
legend and fiction. Each of these 
three books tackles one of the 
famous images of the Vikings and 
their world, but each takes a very 
different approach. 

In Norse America: The Story of 
a Founding Myth, Gordon Camp- 
bell looks at the image of Leif 
Erikson as “discoverer” of North 
America. While archeological 
evidence suggests a small, short- 
lived Norse presence in what is 
today Newfoundland - consistent 
with some of the story told in 
the “Vinland sagas” - this has 
historically not been enough for 
some Americans. Attempts to 
create a Viking history for the 
United States derive partly from 
discomfort about having the 
Catholic Christopher Columbus 
for a national hero (ignoring the 
fact that Leif Erikson was also 
Catholic), partly from a desire to 
make Scandinavian immigrants 
feel at home in the new world, 
and partly from a view of Scan- 
dinavians as not too different 


| 


from the English, thus validating 
Anglo-Saxon colonisation. 

The book combines the hist- 
ory of these ideas, from flawed 
historical interpretations to out- 
right hoaxes, with detailed disc- 
ussion of the Norse experience in 
Greenland. For Campbell, myths 
of Leif Erikson as a national 
founder not only erase the impor- 
tance of Native American peop- 
les but also incorrectly assume 

“that Green- 
land is not part 
: of the New 

E World.” Norse 
——= America is part- 
ly a history of 
the idea of Vik- 
ing settlers in 
North America 
and partly a debunking of some 
of the more fanciful supposed 
evidence of their presence (i.e. 
most of it). A debunker is seldom 
a sympathetic figure, and there 
are times when Campbell can 
come across as a scold, but that’s 
the price of being comprehensive 
— sometimes you have to chide a 
19th-century amateur antiquar- 
ian with an implausible theory. 

If you enjoy a more freewheel- 
ing approach to Viking history 
that doesn’t sacrifice substance, 
Nancy Marie Brown’s The Real 
Valkyrie is a good selection. 
Brown starts with Bj 581, a skele- 
ton from a 10th-century cemetery 
in the town of Birka in Sweden. 


| In 2017, this skeleton was identi- 


fied as female, which sparked 
a wave of interest because of 
the weapons and other military 
equipment found in the grave. 


| Brown lets Bj 581 “ignite [her] 

| imagination”, creating a narra- 

| tive in which the warrior woman 
from the Birka grave tours the Vi- 
| king world, meeting many of its 

| other famous women, from Eng- 

_ land to Kyiv. The book alternates 
| snippets of this imagined voyage 


These snarling 
warriors entered a 
vicious frenzy that 
caused them to 
ignore pain 


with discussions of the literary 
and archeological evidence that 
inspired them. Brown’s goal is to 
suggest that the warrior women 
of Viking art and literature are 
not just legendary characters but 
plausible historical people. 

She places her imaginary story 
of Hervor (named for a female 
warrior from a 13th-century 
saga) within the 
tradition of the 
sagas, many of 
which contain 
blends of histor- 
ical fact and ad- 
venture fiction. 
Hervor en- 
counters other 
prominent women of the Viking 
Age, from Gunnhild, wife of Erik 
Bloodaxe and an astute political 
operator, to the 10th-century 
raider known as the Red Girl and 
another female ruler, Saint Olga 
of Kyiv. 

The idea that the objects 
buried with a person necessarily 
reflect their role in life hasn’t 
been the mainstream position 
in early medizeval archeology 
for decades, a fact that Brown 
doesn’t discuss enough given how 
relevant it is to her topic. Howev- 
er, The Real Valkyrie has so much 
to say about women in the Viking 
Age, and says it so engagingly, 
that it is well worth reading even 
if it would have been good to see 
it go further in certain areas. 

Perhaps the most famous im- 
age of the Viking Age is that of 
the berserkers. These snarling, 


animalistic warriors entered a 
vicious frenzy that caused them 
to ignore pain and deal devastat- 


- ing blows ... or did they? That’s 


the question asked by Roderick 
Dale’s The Myths and Realities of 
the Viking berserkr, which looks at 
linguistic, literary and archzo- 
logical evidence to reconstruct 
what saga authors expected their 
audiences to understand by the 
Old Norse word berserkr, and 
what the historical reality under- 
lying those images might be. 
Despite long debates about 
whether the berserksgang was 
psychological, drug-induced or 
a symptom of illness, Dale dem- 
onstrates that there is little evi- 
dence for the idea that saga aud- 
iences would have understood 
this word to indicate what we 
understand as “going berserk”. 
Although there are instances of 
characters in Old Norse sources 
entering a fighting frenzy, none 
of those characters are identified 
as berserkr. Instead, Dale argues 
that the ber- 
serksgang was a 
social practice: 
a performance 


THE MYTHS AND REALITIES 
OF TE vine GeRSERM =» th at involved 
howling, 
shield-biting 
") and other 


feats intended 
to show off a warrior’s courage 
and ferocity. Dale also examines 
animal images in pre-Viking art 
to suggest a possible context 

for this practice in the rites of a 
martial social elite. 

This is a fascinating, authorita- 
tive analysis of one of the most 
widespread images of the Viking 
world - though, like many aca- 
demic texts, the book is so costly 
that it’s unlikely to find a home 
on a non-specialist’s shelves. 
Campbell + %& 4%& ¥& 

Brown 9 %& %&e & 
Dale kK kK 
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Theatrical phantasms 


Alan Murdie enjoys stories of spirits 


treading the boards 


Stage Ghosts and 
Haunted Theatres 


Nick Bromley 


LNP Books 2021 
Pb, 224pp, £9.99, ISBN 9780957268319 


If you’re planning a trip to 

the theatre, Stage Ghosts and 
Haunted Theatres is a book you 
may wish to peruse in advance. 

Bringing more than 60 years’ 
experience of the theatre 
world, Nick Bromley provides 
an excellent guide to eerie 
happenings. He has been a West 
End company stage manager 
since 1971 and has worked with 
innumerable stars of the stage, 
collecting 
at first- 
hand many 
stories 
of their 
personal 
encounters 
with the 
uncanny as 
well as the 
rumours 
and gossip 
that 
accompany 
the industry. 

His book 
provides 
readers with 
a unique 
selection 
of ghostly 
experiences, many of which 
would otherwise be lost. 

He shares numerous stories 
of paranormal phenomena 
occurring within British 
theatres, albeit a number 
clearly qualifying as colourful 
stage folklore rather than 
verifiable accounts. 

The book divides into three 
Acts broken down into various 
scenes and an interval. Its 
first Act covers 21 haunted 
venues in the capital with a 
second Act extending to cover 
ghostly reports from provincial 
playhouses. Interestingly, 
the author reaches the same 
conclusion as ghost hunter 
Andrew Green that the Theatre 
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Royal, Margate, deserves the 
accolade of the most haunted 
in the country with diverse 
manifestations attributed to 
Sarah Thorne, who ran the 
theatre in the late 19th century. 
Perhaps the most bizarre 
phenomena in the entire book 
are “the melancholy wails, 
squeaks and whistles” at the 
Peacock Theatre in London 
ascribed to a pair of dolphins 
who once suffered appearing 
in an erotic-themed revue show 
in the 1970s (fortunately both 
animals survived to retirement at 
Windsor Safari Park). 

The “Grand Finale” focuses on 
phantoms at two famous London 
venues, 
Sadler’s 
Wells and the 
Theatre Royal, 
Drury Lane, 
where Nick 


as the 16th 
Master of the 
Drury Lane 
Theatrical 
Fund and 
which treas- 
ures its “Man 
in Grey” as 
a permanent 
fixture. 
Hopefully, 
this book 
may also 
help revive 
enthusiasm for live shows, to 
avoid seeing any more theatrical 
sites tragically converted into 
cafés or bingo halls. Given 
the vibrancy of the hauntings 
revealed in this book, I doubt any 
ghosts will be departing quietly; 
to hear not the resounding words 
of Shakespeare echoing across a 
stage but calls of “Eyes down - 
legs eleven” seems a recipe only 
fated to provoke spectral wrath. 
Throughout we benefit from 
the author’s unique insider 
perspective and experience of 
the intricacies of stagecraft. Nick 
Bromley brings great pleasure to 
lovers of true ghost stories with 
this engaging book. 
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: too often get 
: absorbed into the 


: sion of witches 
: and witch-trials. 


Bromley serves : 


‘The Magic of 


Rogues 


Necromancers in Early Tudor 


: England 
: ed. Frank Klaassen & Sharon Hubbs Wright 


* Pennsylvania State University Press 2021 
Pb, 161pp, £18.95, ISBN 9780271089294 


This short scholarly study has 
two key virtues: it teases apart 


> two muddled-up historiographies 


and unites two unnecessarily 


: distanced ones. First, it clears a 
: distinct space in the historical 


record for practitioners of magic, 
who as religious 
and legal deviants 


academic discus- 


Secondly, it exploits the fact that 
16th-century magical texts tell 


: us little about the people who 


used them, while legal records 
of prosecution — magic was first 
criminalised under the 1542 
Witchcraft Act - tell us a lot 
about the magicians but frustrat- 
ingly little about the technicali- 
ties of their offences. 

Ritual magicians fell foul of 
the law, but many were just hum- 
ble clerics and educated layfolk, 
working with ancient wisdom 


: within an essentially Christian 
: framework of assumptions about 
: the natural world and unseen 


forces of the Universe. They were 


: inquisitive, imaginative and 
: sensitive, and mostly quite unlike 
: the post-Enlightenment (and 


even post-Reformation) image of 
the necromancer as a benighted 
botherer of demons and a 
menace to souls. Magicians did 
indeed seek to harness the power 


: of angels and demons and other 

: spiritual bodies - but they were 

: not seekers after false gods, as 

: witches were meant to be; rather, 
: they were cautious manipula- 

: tors, as diligent about method 

: and procedure as any modern 

: scientist. They also resembled sci- 
: entists in that they shared knowl- 
: edge and manuscripts, forming 

: loose networks of enquiry into 

: occult mysteries. Some over- 

: lapped with cunning folk: village 
: healers, purveyors of charms and 


soothsayers, who alleviated suf- 


: fering and worry in pre-modern 

: life, but were brought before the 

: church courts and in some cases 

: branded as witches. 

Private speculation and experi- 
: mentation posed little danger to 


the realm, nor was such activity 
even visible to the authorities. 
But magic generally had some 
functional purpose, and therein 
lay risk. The magicians described 
in this book “did not jangle their 
wares on the street corners”, but 
neither were they the reclusive 
adepts of lore: instead, “they 
were sought out for their services 
in periods of crisis or intrigue”, 
which explains why censure for 
magic was usually just part of a 
complicated legal dispute. Tudor 
magicians “were not as secretive 
or exclusive as they should have 
been” - but then again they felt 
compelled to apply their exper- 
tise to further the ambitions of 
their clients, whether that was to 
locate buried treasure, identify 

a thief or predict the lifespan of 
the king. 

Malcolm Gaskill 
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Casanova’s Guide 
to Medicine 
18th-Century Medical Practice 


Lisetta Lovett 


Pen and Sword 2021 
Hb, 310pp, £25, ISBN 9781526779212 


Could a case be made for Giaco- 
mo Casanova as a fortean figure? 
After all, he was a student of 

the Cabala, an active Freemason 
and even published a fantastical 
novel in his later years, in which 
his heroes discover a utopia at 
the centre of the Earth. To add to 
the argument, one of Casanova’s 
later translators was that seeker 
of the mystical, Arthur Machen. 

A perusal of Casanova’s Story 
of My Life shows how these for- 
tean details were bound up with 
many other interests, even aside 
from the romantic entanglements 
for which he’s forever caricatur- 
ed. An entrepreneur, duellist, 
philosopher, gambler, spy: with so 
many aspects to Casanova’s life, 
any work focusing on only one 
strand risks producing a rather 
skewed portrait. 

But this is what Loretta Lovett 
attempts here, looking at Casa- 
nova’s medical life in isolation, 
using it as a way into understand- 
ing broader ideas around health, 
sickness and patient experience 
in 18th-century Europe. It’s an in- 
teresting idea but one ultimately 
hampered by its arrangement 
and style. 

Each chapter selects a 
particular medical theme - 


diseases, sexual practices, cures 
etc - and provides pertinent 
historical detail to contextualise 
contemporary medical thinking 
about the issue, apparently then 
listing every relevant mention in 
Casanova’s memoirs. Comprehen- 
sive, yes; but not only does this 
weigh down each chapter with 
superfluous detail, it results in 
chapters going back and forth 
over similar events, losing nar- 
rative drive. There is certainly 
useful historical detail contained 
throughout the book, but insight 
is often difficult to find. Reading 
it can thus feel somewhat akin 
to attending an autopsy of Casa- 
nova’s memoirs, with The Story 
of My Life being sliced apart, the 
medical references extracted 
and arranged into 
neat piles as if 
they were his vital 
organs. Of course, 
autopsy notes do 
have value, but 
they do also need 
to be clear; in the case of this 
book, however, the impression 

is that it really could have done 
with a good edit and rearrange- 
ment - and an index. 

Casanova would be delighted 
that he was still being written 
about over 200 years after his 
death, as he died before he could 
complete his Story of My Life. 
However, he is likely to have 
been a little disappointed with 
this contribution, which — due 
to its extraneous detail and 
confusing structure — feels rather 
unfinished too. 

Ross MacFarlane 
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Fly Agaric 


A Compendium of History, 
Pharmacology, Mythology and 
Exploration 


ed. Kevin Feeney 


Fly Agaric Press 2020 


Pb, SO8pp, £29.69, ISBN 9780578714424 


Fly agaric is a mushroom. It’s the 
red one with the white spots that 
everyone knows. And yes, it is 
real. This book looks at its place 
in the world from many aspects. 
Nearly 30 authors contribute 29 
chapters. The first section covers 
foraging for fly agaric and its 
relatives. A word of warning: this 
is an American book so some of 
the descriptions and identifica- 
tions are not wholly relevant to 
Europe and the UK. Having said 
that, the identification guide and 


descriptions are nicely laid out 
and full of information. 

The next section looks at reli- 
gion, culture and folklore. Some 
of the chapters here will be well 
known to ardent mycologists, but 
there will be some new informa- 
tion for most. This section and the 
next, on archeological evidence, 
suffer from the fact that if you 
look hard enough 
then eventually 
everything is a fly 
agaric. A small sec- 
tion on cooking with 
fly agaric is next, 
and the book then 
moves on to what many will have 
bought it for - the pharmacology 
and physiological effects. And, 
yes, it does detail the story of 
urine drinking. The remainder of 
the chapters deal with homeo- 
pathic uses and various practical 
tips on what to expect when on a 
fly agaric-induced trip, and some 
issues on preparation. 

Overall the book is a worthy 
and welcome addition that suf- 
fers slightly from repetition in 
some sections (a consequence of 
each author writing their piece in 
isolation). 

Gordon Rutter 
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The Lost Pillars Of 
Enoch 

When Science and Religion Were 
One 

Tobias Churton 


Inner Traditions 2021 
Pb, £18.99, 325pp, ISBN 9781644110430 


Tobias Churton is a scholar of 
Western esotericism and this is 
his analysis of the wisdom and 
influence of one of intellectual 
history’s most enigmatic, influen- 
tial and mysterious philosophers, 
Hermes Trismegistus. 

The identity of this “thrice- 
great” Hermes seems to have 
emerged around 
the first century 
AD as a pseudonym 
used by a number 
of philosopher-sag- 
es of the combined 
priesthood of the 
Hellenistic Hermes and the 
Ptolomaic Thoth. The influence of 
this writer (or writers), credited 
with very many works written in 
Greek, upon Christianity, Gnosti- 
cism, alchemy and (eventually) 
Freemasonry is undeniable. 

Churton begins with the legend 


that before Noah’s Flood, the 
world’s sacred knowledge was 
engraved by Enoch upon two pil- 
lars, only one of which survived 
the Flood. So the journey begins 
to identify the clues to what was 
saved of the ancient knowledge. 
Churton’s writing is captivat- 
ing, moving us along through the 
centuries — especially the Middle 
Ages - at a cracking pace with 
lucid and well-referenced prose. 
Anyone who thinks this might 
simply be a non-fiction equivalent 
of Dan Brown’s Lost Symbol is 
wrong. Churton’s erudite chapters 
are so much more than that. It isa 
worthy companion to Peter King- 
sley’s rediscovery of the roots of 
Western philosophy and deserves 
to be read by anyone interested 
in the search for what the earliest 
philosophers actually taught or 
meant. 
Bob Rickard 
kkk 


Never Greater 
Slaughter 


Brunanburh and the Birth of 
England 
Michael Livingston 


Osprey Publishing 2021 


Hb, 224pp, £20, ISBN 9781472849373 


Michael Livingston’s The Battle 
of Brunanburh: A Casebook (2011) 
was a major scholastic achieve- 
ment, presenting all available 
written materials about how King 
Athelstan’s English forces de- 
feated a “Viking army” of Irish, 
Hiberno-Norse, 
Scots and Strath- 
clyde Britons in 
“The Great Battle” 
of AD 937. Never 
Greater Slaughter 
is shorter and very 
readable, and provides updates 
on the search for Brunanburh. The 
style is very conversational and 
draws you in with well-structured 
chapters and good illustrations. 
Forteans will welcome 
Livingston’s open and transpar- 
ent approach to his analyses, 
always providing references and 
comparing original sources, with 
much balancing of probabilities 
and sometimes conflicting data. 
His analysis relating to ships is 
revealing, given his argument that 
forces forming the “Viking army” 
must have sailed the Irish Sea 
to Wirral from their respective 
bases. Lidar imagery suggests the 
Dingesmere mentioned in an Old 


English poem in the Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicles is most likely Wallasey 
Pool, from where a Roman road 
led directly to the purported 
battle-site. Wallasey was then an 
island and there would have been 
safe harbour for the c.500 ships 
that would have been required to 
transport the allied army. 
Livingston makes a strong case 
for Brunanburh being on the 
Wirral, reflecting how academic 
research, technological develop- 
ments and the efforts of enthu- 
siasts can converge over time to 
yield answers to some of the most 
elusive archeological, historical 
and possibly fortean puzzles. 
Rob Gandy 
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Abandoned London 


Discover the hidden secrets of 
the city in photographs 
Katie Wignall 


Amber Books 2021 
Hb, 224pp, £19.99, ISBN 9781838860202 


As cities like London change into 
something with less character, 
books about ruin are all the 

rage. Following in the wake of 
titles such as Paul 
Talling’s already 
classic Derelict Lon- 
don, this book looks 
at sights and sites 
in London which 5 
are in various ways 
between uses, or preserved in 
retirement. 

It is broad and slack in its brief, 
from Grade II listed through to 
derelict tower blocks, pubs being 
turned into flats and a modern 
restaurant boarded up while it 
becomes a different business. The 
quality of captions also varies, 
with a former “Tea Rooms” at the 
Covent Garden end of Museum 
Street captioned to say that 
Museum Street is “in Soho” (it 
isn’t), and named after the British 
Museum, immediately going into 
the history of the museum, Hans 
Sloane and cocao [sic]. 

This relatively undistinguished 
book doesn’t really focus on the 
poetry of urban decay, or a pass- 
ing era, or have anything like the 
excellent photography in some 
of the derelict trespassing books, 
but it is not a book to dislike and 
if you have the Talling (and Shop- 
front Elegy by Vici MacDonald) 
then it would do no harm to have 
this as well. 

Rob James 
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REVIEWS / BOOKS 


Wild men and witchcraft _ 


In this new collection Pairic O Corrain sees how folklore has shaped 
our nations, and looks at explorations of the “folklore fallacy” 


Folklore and 
Nation in Britain 
and Ireland 


ed. Matthew Cheeseman and Carina Hart 


Routledge 2021 
Hb, 326pp, £120, ISBN 9780367440961 


This collection, originating in the 
Folklore Society’s 2019 confer- 
ence, Folklore and the Nation, sets 
out to explore folklore (shared, 
traditional culture) and folklor- 
istics (the academic discipline) 
within the contested national 
discourses of Britain and Ireland. 
It explores the role of folklore in 
shaping the islands’ constituent 
nations from the 18th to the 21st 
centuries. and examines how 
folklore functions as a vehicle 
for nationalist thought and senti- 
ment, covering varied historical 
areas of discourse from the 
Brothers Grimm to Brexit. 

I'll focus on a few of the more 
accessible pieces, but others 
: worth reading among the 17 
essays include “Bloody Europe: 
Brexit and the making of a myth” 
by Tabitha Peterken, “Visions 
of English identity: the country 
dance and Shakespeare-land” 
by Derek Schofield, “Folkloric 
: landscapes and the heroic 
outlaw: Robin Hood, Boris 
Johnson and Extinction 
Rebellion” by Carina Hart and 
“Anarchy in the UK: Haddon 
: and the anarchist agenda in the 
: Anglo-Irish folklore movement” 
: by Ciaran Walsh. 

In “Et in arcadia ego: British 
folk horror film and television” 
: Diane A Rodgers credits Mark 
Fischer’s development of the 
concept of hauntology. She 
acknowledges the importance of 
1970s folk horror on British TV: 
The Owl Service, The Stone Tape, 
the MR James adaptations and 
the Dr Who story The Daemons, 
involving an idyllic English vil- 
lage beset by murderous Morris- 
: men and witchcraft. The Wicker 
: Man and Witchfinder General 
: have been an inspiration to the 
* new wave of folk horror films: 
:  Midsommar, The Witch, Kill List 
: and The Hole in the Ground. Rodg- 
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ers stresses the concept of the 
“folklore fallacy” where films give 
the impression that their folklore 
elements are drawn from histori- 
cal records, though they’re usually 
a synthesis of fact and fable. 
David Clarke’s “The Last Earl 
of Hallamshire” examines the 
influence of Anglo-Saxon identity 
on the folklorists of Hallamshire 
(Sheffield) and how that identity 
coalesced around two folk heroes: 
Robin Hood/Loxley and Earl 
Waltherof. In folklore and litera- 
ture these were Saxon rebels who 
fought the Norman occupation. 


FOLKLORE AND NATION IN 
BRITAIN AND IRELAND 


Their legends became part of an 
imagined heritage of Anglo- 
Saxon indigeneity to Britain. The 
outlaw yeoman Robin of legend 
was replaced by the disinherited 
nobleman, in literature by Sir 
Walter Scott and on TV in Robin 
of Sherwood and Robin Hood. 
But both continue to function as 
symbols of the radical spirit of 
the region in the form of Saxon 
against Norman and, in more re- 
cent history, north against south. 
Jeremy Harte writes on “For- 
est murmurs: wood and wild in 
the making of England”. Did 
the death of the last wolf in 
England tame the woodlands? 
Or was it the enclosure of the 
commons? Harte explores these 
themes along with the Man 
With a Wolf’s Skin (wildmen). 
The last wolf may have died at 
Wormhill or perhaps at Perry 
Oaks, a glade now known as 
Heathrow Terminal 3. The royal 
forests of medieval England 
were ancient landscapes rather 
than primordial wildwoods but 
they contained legends: Boudica 


fighting her last battle in Epping 
Forest, the slaughter of the 
Druids on Anglesey. The black 
legend of Norman forest law 
was remembered in folktale and 
songs. Cursed for evicting an old 
man, William II, the “King of the 
Woods” died while hunting in the 
New Forest; the Devil appeared 
to men in the forest and foretold 
this. The Hunters of Souls were 
demons who appeared as animals 
in the forests to hunt men for 
their anima. Fairy damsels (Mil- 
ton) also gave chase. Whether 
they were work-shy or wore 
wolfskin, the Wildmen posed a 
threat to order. Forest dwellers 
were runaway serfs, outlaws, 
bandits, venturing forth to fight 
the oppressors. But Robin Hood 
wasn’t Robin Goodfellow; unlike 
Hereward the Wake (Wild Man, 
outlaw, disinherited nobleman 
of the Fens) his weapons aren’t 
tipped by elf fire. Rebels such 

as the Wild Man (sometimes 
wearing a wolfskin), the Green 
Man or oak priests stalked the 
forests, and their spirits took up 
that march. 

Paul Cowdell discusses “Folk- 
lore as MacGuffin”. Witchcraft 
is used as a MacGuffin or deus 
ex machina, to construct a plot 
or advance a narrative, in Miles 
Burton’s novel The Secret of 
High Eldersham (1930), where 
characters discuss “the excellent 
work of Margaret Murray”. In 
spite of the efforts of academic 
folklorists, this use of the folk- 
lore fallacy continues today in 
popular fiction. Murray had been 
an Egyptologist before turning 
to witchcraft and championing 
the idea that it had survived as 
a uniform pagan cult until the 
17th century. She inspired Gerald 
Gardner whose Witchcraft Today 
(1954) inspired many a folk 
horror tale. 

This is an interesting collect- 
ion aimed at an academic aud- 
ience, but in some essays the 
overuse of jargon is more likely 
to inspire a priesthood of gate- 
keepers rather than students 
enthused by folklore. 
kkk 


On the Trail of 
Bigfoot 

Tracking the Enigmatic Giants of 
the Forest 

Mike Dupler 


New Page Books 2021 
Pb, 240pp, £13.99, ISBN 9781632651723 


This book is reminiscent of those 
many basic yet evocative examp- 
les of paranormal literature of 
yore. Dupler initially focuses on 
the physical evidence most com- 
mon to the North 
American variety, 
such as stick struct- 
ures and tracks. 
This is followed by 
a brief chapter on 
Bigfoot communic- 
ation - the famed Berry-More- 
head “samurai chatter” record- 
ings — before venturing tangent- 
ially into “high strangeness” 
territory with chapters on remote 
viewing and interdimensionality. 
He shifts tack again, with a 
superficial discussion of Bigfoot 
in folklore both ancient and 
modern. The volume concludes 
with an overview of the world of 
Bigfoot researchers, a selection 
of noteworthy investigations 
(the Patterson-Gimlin film, 

the Skookum cast, and those 
undertaken by the crew of the 
show Finding Bigfoot), and a brief 
discussion of Bigfoot in various 
media. 

Written in a leisurely, informal 
style, and lacking any footnotes 
or citations, this book is bound to 
be a disappointment. Its intend- 
ed audience appears to be nov- 
ices, those whose grasp of the 
subject matter is limited to exp- 
osure to sensationalist television 
“documentaries” whose concern 
is viewership as opposed to 
investigatory legitimacy. Dupler, 
a fixture on such programmes, 
makes constant reference to 
them, and this often cripples his 
arguments. This tendency for 
writers to appeal to this quest- 
ionable authority, not known 
for its scientific or journalistic 
integrity, does not bode well for 
the literature on the paranormal. 

Dupler’s approach to research 
might best be summarised by 
his observation on Bigfoot’s 
apparent remote viewing abilities 
based upon its ability to evade 
detection: “Can we prove this? 
Probably not, but the possibility 
exists.” 

It’s difficult to argue with that. 
Eric Hoffman 
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ALSO RECEIVED | 


The Lights Upon The Hills 
The Burton Dassett UFO Events 
Of 1923 

Richard Rokeby 


Flying Disk Press, 2020 
Pb, 70pp, £5, ISBN 9798560435875 


Two decades before the advent 
of UFOs, mysterious lights were 
seen moving about above the 
Warwickshire hills. This phenom- 
enon was observed by hundreds 
of locals, but at the time — in 
the winter of 1923 — they were 
widely thought to be ‘ghosts’. 
Local historian Richard Rokeby 
has gathered accounts from the 
newspapers of the day of multi- 
coloured lights that illuminated 
buildings and then sped off 

at a great height and speed. 
Rokeby — who had a career in 
the Army and Police — presents 
a succinct account in this slen- 
der but important study. He also 
adds to this fascinating enigma 
by describing other seemingly 
related events from the area’s 
history. Every discovery of a rela- 
tively little-known mystery such 
as this is both tantalising and a 
delight to forteans. 


Making the Ordinary 
Extraordinary 

My Seven Years in Occult Los 
Angeles with Manly Palmer Hall 
Tamra Lucid 

Inner Traditions, 2021 


Pb, 160pp, £9.99, ISBN 9781644113752 


The teachings of the American 
esotericist Manly Palmer Hall 
(1901-1990) — especially his 
major work The Secret Teachings 
of All Ages (1928) — had a far- 
reaching influence on the devel- 
opment of New Age occultists... 
perhaps none stranger or more 
unexpected than Tamra Lucid 
(our author here) and Ronnie 
Pontiac, two underground musi- 
cians in Los Angeles in the early 
1980s. This is Lucid’s account 
of how they discovered Hall’s 
Secret Teachings, absorbed its 
contents and tracked him down 
in LA. This well-written, frank 
and often funny account of the 
friendship between “a twenty- 
something punk and an 80-year- 
old metaphysical scholar” is 
also a fascinating portrait of the 
collision between two prominent 


West Coast US subcultures 
(occultism and music). It sheds 
some light, too, on the mystery 
of Hall’s murder. A slender 
book, but a fascinating story 
intelligently told that holds the 
reader’s interest. 


The Art of Lucid Dreaming 
Over 60 Powerful Practices to 
Help You Wake Up in Your Dreams 
Clare R Johnson 


Llewellyn, 2020 
Pb, £11.99, 264pp, ISBN 9780738762654 


Lucid dreaming is one of those 
curious subjects that you can 
test out yourself. Our late col 
league Steve Moore claimed he 
had experimented, with some 
success, becoming sufficiently 
conscious while dreaming to 
actively notice things. This 
manual by Clare Johnson (who 
gained a PhD on the topic) 

sets out a clear and steady 
regime for personal practice, 
with an arsenal of tips on how 
to prepare for sleep, types of 
sleep, types of dreaming, and 
most importantly, how to ‘wake 
up’ within the dream by looking 
for certain ‘triggers’. She also 
explains the different kinds of 
imagery, how to “stabilise your 
lucidity” and even to assert 
more control over nightmares. 
Shorn of most of the New Age 
supernaturalism associated with 
the subject, this could prove to 
be the most practical guide yet 
to some novel personal explora- 
tion of a world that each of us 
visits at night but of which few of 
us have any real awareness or 
control over. 


The Complete Energy 


Body 
A Space Age Exploration of 
Consciousness, Life, and Reality 


Kenneth Smith 


Independently published, 2022 
Pb, 328pp, £14.03, ISBN 9798794667226 


FT has noticed an increase lately 
in books dealing with, or refer- 
ring to, what Smith here calls “a 
new breed of quantum wavefield 
science”. Extending the lines of 
thought that were pioneered by 
the likes of Dancing Wu Li Mas- 
ters (Gary Zukav’s 1979 “over- 
view of the New Physics”), it is 


being argued by pioneering phys- 
icists and philosophers that, at 
its most fundamental level, the 
quantum view of ‘reality’ is sig- 
nificantly different from objective 
Cartesian materialism. In the 
realm of quantum energy, Smith 
explains, “there are no material 
objects, only the appearance of 
them due to wavefield dynam- 
ics”. More importantly, he 
emphasises a correspondence 
with the teachings of mystics 
and shamans through the ages 
and the need to re-evaluate 
such “transphysical” phenom- 
ena as out-of-body experiences 
and ESP. Smith ponders whether 
the wavefield is itself a form of 
consciousness and sets out 
precisely why, in language even 
non-scientists can understand. 
The Complete Energy Body is an 
excellent guide to this often sur- 
real and increasingly important 
discourse. Recommended to all 
philosophical forteans. 


Beasts of Britain 
Andy McGrath 


Hangar 1 Publishing, 2021 
Pb, 352pp, £13.28, ISBN 9781955471169 


Readers may be surprised 

by Andy McGrath’s claim that 
Britain is “largely underexplored 
and overlooked” and a place 
where “nobody ventures into the 
woods anymore”. Unfortunately, 
sweeping statements seem 
typical of McGrath’s treatment 
of the subject he claims to 
have studied for nearly three 
decades. Readers new to the 
subject might boggle at his 
hundreds of entries. This does 
indeed reveal the amazing 
extent of the subject; but what 
starts out as a commendable 
project to catalogue Britain’s 
unofficial wildlife pretty soon 
becomes a boring litany of 
poorly summarised cases, 
mostly drawn from the Internet. 
McGrath bemoans the poor 
reception of sighting reports in 
the press, but seems happy 

to cite them anyway. While he 
employs 17 broad headings, 
there is little sign of any critical 
methodology. For example, the 
vast field of fairies and 13 other 
types of humanoid entities are 
lumped under the same head- 


WE LEAF THROUGH A SMALL SELECTION OF THE DOZENS OF BOOKS THAT HAVE ARRIVED AT 
FORTEAN TOWERS IN RECENT MONTHS... 


ing, represented by a mere four 
cases, while ‘dog-men’ have a 
whole category to themselves. 
And there are no direct links in 
the text to entries in the 17-page 
bibliography. There is little of 
value here for serious cryptozo- 
ologists. 


The Myths and Legends of 
Britain’s Pubs 

A Thousand Years of History and 
Trivia 

Rodney Simmonds 

Book Guild Publishing, 2021 

Pb, 205pp, £9.99, ISBN 9781913913236 


Simmonds has opted to organise : 
years of historical and social : 
trivia — no doubt collected in 

pubs around Britain - around an_ : 
alphabetical listing of pub names 
instead of a gazetteer. While this : 
makes for easy reading, there is 
no index to help you find pubs in 
particular places. It is interesting 
to note how many pub names 
relate to fortean topics: you'll 

find Black Dog, Green Man, Grif- 
fin, Essex Serpent, Unicorn, and: 
Wildman (to name just a few) but : 
many favourites are missing (eg: : 
Eagle and Baby or Dragon Inn). 

An academic study it is not, but 
perfect for the little room. 


Paranormal Scotland 
Gilly Pickup 


Amberley Publishing, 2021 
Pb, £15.99, 96pp, ISBN 9781445699769 


Paranormal Cornwall 
David Scanlan 


Amberley Publishing, 2021 
Pb, £15.99, 96pp, ISBN 9781445694696 


Scotland can be said to have it 

all: monsters in its lochs, ghosts 

in the castles, and witches and 
fairies in the hills are only the 
most famous mysteries. There 

are haunted highways and bat- 
tlefields, poltergeists, UFOs, 
spectral animals and much 

more. Local expert Gilly Pickup 
does a good job with this latest 
survey, as does David Scanlan 

for Cornwall, the equally ancient 
land at the other extremity of the 
British island. Both volumes are 
slender but packed with the kind: 
of useful data you will need if you : 
are touring, planning a trip, or : 
researching local history. 
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TO SEND REVIEW COPIES, CONTACT THE EDITOR AT DRSUTTON@FORTEANTIMES.COM 


We interupt this broadcast... 


An intriguing, and sometimes frightening, latter-day addition to the Seventies genre of paranoid 
thrillers like The Conversation, Jacob Gentry’s foray down the rabbit hole is well worth a look 


Broadcast Signal 
Intrusion 


Dir Jacob Gentry, USA 2021 
On Digital Download & Blu-ray 


This very watchable horror-ish 
investigation thriller can be 
traced back to those three great 
Seventies films All the President’s 
Men, The Parallax View, and The 
Conversation, more than it can to 
The Blair Witch Project, although 
there are some similarities there 
too. No, the purpose of this film 
is not really to scare (although 
it does do that) but to create an 
atmosphere of doom and dread - 
of fighting against something so 
unknowable that continuing to do 
so might send the hero mad before 
he gets anywhere near the truth. 

That hero is James (a superior 
performance from Harry Shum 
Jr), who by night transfers archive 
TV recordings to DVD, this being 
the late 1990s. By day he repairs 
old video and film equipment and 
ponders the disappearance of his 
wife some time before. Working 
one night, transferring a 1980s 
current affairs show, he discovers 
a broadcast signal intrusion (the 
name for an occurrence of some 
other broadcast intruding on an 
unrelated programme) in the form 
of grainy footage of a mysterious 
masked figure making disturbing 
electronic sounds. 

Naturally intrigued, James 
does a little digging and learns 
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Grainy footage of a 
mysterious masked 
figure making 
electronic sounds 


there was a second such intrusion 
a few years later. Looking for 
official records connected to 

the incidents, he is told that 

the Federal Communications 
Commission and the FBI have 
seized them. And this is only the 
beginning: over the course of his 
journey he is stalked by a hooded 
figure, sees someone commit 
suicide right in front of his eyes 
and meets an underworld boss 
working out of the basement of an 
antique store. 

That may sound bizarre, but the 
further James digs the more the 
film starts to suggest that while 
the tapes might be odd, it could 
just be that everyday life is even 
more threatening: in other words, 
the events upon which we place 
such significance are less bizarre 
than the people who believe in 
them. There’s clearly a comment 
on contemporary conspiracy 
theory here, in that people 
who require an explanation 
for everything are prepared to 
imagine all sorts of insane goings- 
on to satisfy themselves. Is it 
the tapes that are driving James 
mad, or is he driving himself mad 


looking for a truth that simply 
isn’t there? 

As is the case with films of this 
nature, it does slightly start to lose 
steam once partial explanations 
are offered, but until then it’s a 
gripping thriller that demands 
your attention. Not only should 
you take the time to watch this, 
but you might benefit from 
watching it twice... 

Daniel King 
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The Spine of Night 


Dirs Philip Gelatt and Morgan 
Galen King, USA 2021 
Streaming on Shudder 


Harking back to the Ralph Bakshi 
animated fantasy features of 

the 1970s and 1980s, The Spine 

of Night is a nice thick slice of 

old school sword and sorcery. 
Eschewing modern techniques, 
the film uses the rotoscoping 
method which has been around 
for over 100 years: essentially, it 
involves artists and animators 
tracing, frame by frame, over 
previously shot film footage. It 
has long been associated with 
fantasy and SF films: famously, 
Bakshi used the technique for his 
ambitious but truncated stab at 
Lord of the Rings and the adult- 
oriented Fire and Ice. 

The suitably epic story 
concerns a mystical bloom and 
its magical blue light that holds 
tremendous power but corrupts 
utterly those who use it. The film 
follows the efforts, over many 
centuries, of various parties to 
put an end to the reign of terror 
perpetuated by the corrupted 
sorcerer Ghal-Sur. Linking the 
vignettes is a wraparound story 
in which an ancient guardian of 
the blossom relates to a witch how 
this great evil was born. 

Like Fire and Ice, this is being 
marketed as a “adult animated 
dark fantasy”. And why not? 
Who says cartoons have to be 
child-friendly? Who says cartoons 


can’t deal with heavy themes and 
doom-laden material? Absolutely 
no one, actually, so I’m not sure 
who is crying out for this sort 

of film. In practice, what adult 
animated fantasy appears to 
mean is tits, fannies and knobs 
plus plenty of graphic battle 
scenes: I have never before seen 
a film in which characters are 

cut in half both horizontally and 
vertically. 

Now this sort of thing will be 
the Holy Grail to a 14-year-old 
who’s just read Tolkien, started 
playing Dungeons & Dragons 
and drooling over illustrations 
of female warriors in chainmail 
bikinis, but the ‘adults’ for whom 
this film is apparently intended 
are entitled to expect a hell of a 
lot more than that. The themes 
are indeed dark - corruption, 
oppression, war — but they’re not 
explored in depth. The episodic 
nature of the film prevents that, as 
each separate vignette essentially 
starts the story over again with 
another hero trying to topple the 
bad guy. If it’s too violent and 
explicit for kids, that doesn’t 
automatically mean it’s “adult”. 

The animation itself is, frankly, 
a bit iffy. Iremember that grand 
old curmudgeon of film critics 
Leslie Halliwell lamenting the 
fact that the rotoscoping in Lord 
of the Rings denied the animated 
characters their full richness. 
That’s true here too: often the 
background paintings are breath- 
taking while the characters in 
the foreground are lumpen and 
unconvincing. The voice acting is 
good, though, with quite a cast: 
Richard E Grant, Lucy Lawless, 
who of course has fantasy 
experience of her own, Joe 
Manganiello, who I understand 
is one of the most active D&D 
players in Hollywood, plus Betty 
Gabriel from Westworld, and 
Patton Oswalt. It’s worth a look 
for fantasy fans, but doesn’t offer 
much to the casual moviegoer. 
Daniel King 
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TELEVISION 


FT’s very own couch potato, STU 


NEVILLE, casts an eye over the small 
screen’s current fortean offerings 


Prime Bigfootery 


For a decade between 2010 
and 2020, as happens with 
fortean topics, the focus was 
on cryptozoology, and, as usual, 
particularly on the big hairy 
beasts. Now that the networks 
have rediscovered lights in the 
sky, Sasquatches have been 
relegated to the streaming 
services, and Amazon Prime 
has an absolute plethora of 
them. The law of imaginative 
titling is in full force — at least 
50% have names culled from 
just eight words including 
Expedition, Bigfoot, Sasquatch, 
Quest and Truth — but there’s 
much of interest. 

The Bigfoot Files was 
originally shown on Channel 
4 in 2013, and features Mark 


Evans, Prof Brian Sykes and 
Sykes’s disappointing and/or 
surprising DNA results: spoiler 
alert, but Zana the suspected 
Almasty was actually a sub- 
Saharan African woman, Yeti 
hairs a sort of unknown bear 
and Bigfoot ones the usual 
collection of deer, goat and Mr 
EJ Hawkins of Boise, Idaho. 

A highlight is the reaction 

of Justin Smeja, star of the 
“Bigfoot Steak” saga, when 
Sykes gives him his verdict 
(it’s a bear), which actually 


These days his 
shirt bulges more 
at navel than 
pectoral level 


THE REVEREND’S REVIEW 


FT’s resident man of the cloth REVEREND PETER LAWS dons 


his dog collar and faces the flicks that Church forgot! 


The first season of Cursed Films 
explored the spooky legends 
around movies like The Exorcist 
and The Omen. It’s back for a 
second season (streaming on 
Shudder), and I’m pleased. 

It’s a compelling, well-made 
show... you just have to accept 
that “cursed” doesn’t always 
mean “CURSED!” Sure, it 
entertains the notion that some 
films were made under a dark, 
supernatural influence. Yet 

it’s just as much a catalogue 

of everyday bad things that 
happen on a movie set; these 
involve hundreds of people, 
after all, so the accident ratio is 
naturally high. Take Rosemary’s 
Baby. It certainly has a tragic 
history - as when the film’s 
young composer, Krzysztof 
Komeda, died of a head injury 
soon after its release when a 


fight at a drinks party left him 
in a fatal coma. Or how the 
director’s pregnant wife, Sharon 
Tate, was slaughtered in the 
Hollywood Hills during the 
infamous Manson murders, and 
John Lennon shot outside the 
New York apartment building 
where the film was set. When 
you add the whole “God is 
Dead! Hail Satan!” storyline, 

it becomes the perfect soil in 
which the curse narrative can 
bloom and people start noticing 
the details. One talking head 
suggests Komeda’s death after 
three months in a coma was 

a clear ‘wink’ from the actual 
Devil, because a character in 
the film called Hutch also dies 
ina coma... after three months. 
Pretty spooky? Maybe. But I 
contacted Komeda’s biographer 
just to check. She confirmed 


makes you think Smeja was 
sincere, if wrong. Either that 
or he’s a very good actor. 
$10 Million Bigfoot 
Bounty, despite its sub- 
reality gameshow tone, is at 
least as interesting for the 
process it employs as for the 
results gleaned. It’s hosted 
by emeritus-Superman Dean 
Cain (these days his shirt 
bulges more at navel than 
pectoral level, though ’m 
in no position to criticise) 
with judgely support from 
Dr Todd Disotell, champion 
of Environmental DNA and 
possessor of an impressive 
Mohican haircut. Teams of two 
are dispatched to putatively 
Sasquatchy glades and tasked 
with gathering specific 
types of evidence. Some of 
these teams are relatively 
well-known — Justin Smeja, 
for one - but it’s instructive 
to see them focused on the 
quest over and above their 
public profiles. Each episode, 
a team is eliminated, having 
failed to gain evidence even as 


_ It torched her face 


and caused her 


| green make-up to 


devour her skin 


that he actually died after 


: four months in a coma. Which 


sounds a bit less ‘cursey’. 

All this conjecture is still 
fascinating and can bring the 
occasional chill. Yet, the show 


: is atits best asa simple list 


of bad/ or weird things that 


happen in Hollywood. This is 
: where the Wizard of Oz episode 


shines: the biggest curse on 
that set was a shocking lack of 


: health and safety. The original 
Tin Man actor Buddy Epsom 

: was hospitalised after his 

: lungs were coated with the 


aluminium paint they slapped 
on his skin. He was unable to 


return to the film, and suffered 


for the rest of his life. Wicked 


Witch Margaret Hamilton 
: was set on fire in an on-screen 


inconclusive as the others. 
Expedition Sasquatch (told 
you) is well worth a watch: 
film-maker Justin Chernipeski 
tramps about in snowy 
Canadian mountains, quietly 
and methodically searching 
for clues. Interspersed is 
anecdotal evidence from 
Robert McNeill of Alberta 
Sasquatch, clearly well-versed 
in the lore and with his own 
experiences. The programme 
remains level-headed. Nothing 
is cited as “proof” of anything, 
but what makes it stand out is 
the tone: it eschews the usual 
running about in low-light, 
whooping and thumping 
trees in favour of an almost 
meditative commentary 
treating the mission as 
ordinary wildlife photography. 
Its sequel, Expedition 
Sasquatch 2, is equally 
absorbing - Smeja crops up 
again — and each is admirably 
concise, respectively 75 and 50 
minutes. Thought-provoking, 
rational, well-made, and not 
an excitable whoop in sight. 


stunt that torched her face and 
caused her green make-up to 
devour her skin. She too was 
hospitalised. When she finally 
came back, she refused to get 
on a broomstick rigged to belch 
out smoke. Just as well. Her 
double did it and the engine 
exploded. She was thrown 

off and maimed by flying 
metal chunks. Legends of the 
munchkin actors having wild, 
drunken orgies in a nearby 
hotel are explored too, but with 
a welcome sensitivity. 

Gather enough creepy 
stories, and folks start talking 
about curses, but Adam Savage, 
the host of Mythbusters, offers 
a more mundane explanation. 
The idea of cursed films tells 
us there really is some order in 
the Universe, which is better 
than the alternative: that all 
life (including a movie set) is 
just chaos and that all events 
are the random twitches of an 
indifferent cosmos. For as long 
as that concept sounds like a 
bummer, tales of cursed films 
will thrive. 
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Take heart, forteans! 


As an FT reader and occasional 
correspondent of some 30 odd 
years, I enjoy the magazine as 
much as ever, but I did understand 
where Matt Colborn was coming 
from in his Forum piece “Mid- 

dle Aged Mulder Syndrome” 
[FT415:58-59]. 

Over the past few years, I have 
also detected a certain sense of 
disillusionment creeping into the 
writing of some columnists and 
contributors. Matt puts this down 
to the number of classic fortean 
cases which have been debunked, 
which may indeed be a factor. I 
had also attributed it to a sense of 
personal disappointment on the 
part of some writers; disappoint- 
ment perhaps at the growing 
realisation that some myster- 
ies may not be solved during 
their lifetime and possibly even 
disappointment that they have 
not been the person to find the 
solution. Such feelings are quite 
understandable and natural for 
those who have devoted consider- 
able time to fortean topics, but we 
must guard against a sour grapes 
“T didn’t find any monsters, so 
there aren’t any” mindset. 

Thad great admiration for the 
late FT contributor Ivan Mack- 
erle, who had the determination 
(as well as the time and resourc- 
es) to mount expeditions around 
the globe pursuing the likes of 
the Mongolian Death Worm, Loch 
Ness Monster and Tasmanian 
tiger, and never seemed to lose 
his enthusiasm and wonderment 
despite an apparently complete 
lack of success. 

With an unjaundiced eye, there 
seems to be more interest than 
ever in the subjects covered by 
FT. Danny Robins’s paranormal 
podcasts on the BBC are drawing 
a wide audience and we have TV 
channels like Blaze broadcasting 
wall-to-wall ghosts, mysteries and 
conspiracy theories. 

May we continue to live in 
interesting fortean times! 

Mark Graham 
Huddersfield, West Yorkshire 


Misrepresentation? 


I was sightly bemused by Matt 
Colborn’s reference to Charles 
Fort’s “misrepresenting the mun- 


Perrecee eter rr rrrr irr r rrr err rrr 


We are always glad to receive pictures of 
spontaneous forms and figures, or any 
curious images. Send them (with your 
postal address) to Fortean Times, 

PO Box 1200, Whitstable CT1 9RH 

or to sieveking@forteantimes.com 


Russell Townsend came upon this frog-shaped rock at Ramshaw 
Rocks in the Peak District. 


dane as mysterious” [FT415:58]. 
As I read Fort, he neither presents, 
represents, nor misrepresents 
anything. He simply shares the 
information and leaves us to make 
up our own minds about it, or 
ignore it. 

Fictional FBI Agent Mulder’s 
problem was always that he wanted 
to believe. Iam sure Fort would 
have been the first to ask “Why?” 
Personally, I have found being a 
fortean thoroughly liberating as I 
watch people latch onto pet beliefs 
to the extent of violently defending 
complete and utter claptrap. And 
generally when the truth reveals 
itself to me (like a UFO slowly 
morphing into a police helicopter 
through a misty temperature inver- 
sion) Iam childishly delighted at 
finding the true solution, which is 
generally far more interesting than 
all the made-up stuff. 

On the other hand, that metal- 
lic grey object that descended 
through thick cloud a couple of 
years ago remains unexplained. 

By the time I had found a place to 
park up and get out of the car it 
was gone but I am stumped for an 
explanation. If anyone suggests, 
with no supporting evidence, the 


activity of extraterrestrials, 
then (as a fortean) Iam going 

to resort to Mr Fort’s ‘Super- 
Sargasso Sea’ as my explanation. 
It is, after all, as plausible as any 
other old pet explanation, and 
Tm sure that was Fort’s point. 
Robert Johnston 

By email 


Murder mystery 


| had not fought or argued with 
anyone on his way home, but had 
heard a popping sound coming 
from a hedge. There were no obvi- 
ous suspects and the murder was 
never solved. A firearms expert at 
the time claimed the weapon was 
a cane gun, a walking stick with a 
gun built into it capable of firing 
a single shot. 

Thave tried in vain to find the 
case over the years in books, 
online and sites such as YouTube. 
Does it ring a bell with anyone? 
Darren Fowkes 
Ilkeston, Derbyshire 


Cosmic Encounter 


Regarding the game Cosmic 
Encounter [FT415:71]: far from 
having ‘awful’ gameplay, it was 
critically acclaimed and very 
successful - so much so that it’s 
still in print now, nearly 50 years 
on, albeit having passed through 
a number of games companies, 
and I don’t think that’s just for 
the pretty artwork! The gameplay 
was very simple indeed in the 
original 1970s version (which I 
still have). This was the whole 
point - the interest in the game 
comes from the interaction of the 
different alien powers which all 
get to break the rules in a differ- 
ent way. (Modern versions have 
made it more complicated, which 
I’m not sure it needed). 

Dave Nilsson 

By email 


Desert vision 


Asa child in the late 1970s or 
early 1980s I remember watching 
aTV programme concerning 
mysteries/unsolved crimes, 
which I believe was on the ATV 
region of ITV covering the Mid- 
lands region. The segment that 
stuck in my memory was about 
the murder in the 1920s or 1930s 
of an elderly farmer who had 
spent the evening drinking at the 
village pub. He was shot without 
knowing it on his walk home. 
Once back at his farmhouse, he 
went to bed and was discovered 
the next morning having bled 
overnight, with the bedsheets 
being covered in blood (although 
my memory might have added 
this detail). He survived long 
enough to tell the police that he 


In 1987, Michael Stewart was an 
airman stationed at Nellis Air 
Force Base in southern Nevada. 
He had a blazing argument 
with his fiancée, who was also 
stationed at the airbase, after 
she had discovered he had been 
intimate with her girlfriend. The 
row led to the engagement being 
broken off. Michael was devas- 
tated and needed to clear his 
head. He took off and found an 
open highway in the hot Nevada 
desert. He was lost in thought, 
driving in the middle of nowhere. 
There was hardly any traffic. 
Suddenly his car had a blow- 
out, but luckily he had a good 
spare tyre. He lit a cigarette 


before working on the tyre. Out 
in the distance, he saw a man, 
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dressed all in black, walking 
towards him. He reckons he was 
about 900 yards away. He felt it 
was odd that the man was not on 
the side of the road, but instead 
in the middle of the desert. He 
waved at the man, who made 
the sign of the cross with his 
arms. He watched the man for a 
while, worried that he was crazy 
or something. About 40 minutes 
went by while he changed the 
tyre. He saw that the man was 
still walking towards his vehicle 
at a fast pace, but had made 
no progress and was still about 
900 yards away. He lit another 
cigarette. The man’s face seemed 
blank; Michael was not able to 
make out his eyes, mouth or nose. 
He didn’t want to leave without 
helping this stranger and hung 
out for another hour, but the man 
made no progress towards him. 
As Michael waited, the Nevada 
highway patrol pulled up. The pa- 
trolman asked if everything was 
OK. Michael pointed out to the 
desert and told the officer that 
the man out there might need 
some help, but he had vanished. 
The patrolman wondered if Mi- 
chael was hallucinating. He now 
wonders if the man was a ghost, 
an alien or a Man in Black that he 
has heard about in UFO lore. 
Paul Dale Roberts, Esoteric 
Detective, California 
By email 


Perceiving Bigfoot 


I welcome Nick Smith’s counter- 
point [FT413:70] to my Arthur 

C Clarke article [FT410:32-39]; 
Tam indeed a bit of a sceptic on 
the Patterson-Gimlin footage, so 
it is good to get a healthy balance 
back into FT. I was hopeful that 
the necessarily brief treatments 
in the feature might prompt a 
response, and Mr Smith provides 
lots of sources for readers to delve 
into. 

However, I’m not convinced 
that arguing for four different 
types of Bigfoot strengthens the 
case for a biological reality un- 
derpinning the sightings — rather 
we are multiplying entities 
and pulling a little on Occam’s 
beard. But nor do I suggest that 
inconsistency in the descriptions 
means that everyone is lying or 
hoaxing or deluded — far from it. 
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Knitted buildings 


Regarding knitted postbox covers [FT415:72], here are a pair 
of knitted castles in Inverness indoor market and a knitted 


manor house in Norwich library. 
Tony Sandy, By email 


As with much in forteana, I 
look broadly towards a psycho- 
social solution, in which Bigfoot 
sightings are unlocked by some 
kind of underlying anomalous 
experience, which might go 
some way to explaining his 
frequent association with other 
‘high strangeness’ elements — 
and indeed with UFOs. This puts 
me somewhere on the Jenny 
Randles to Merrily Harpur 
spectrum, although unlike them 
Itend to think the anomalous 
experience might be internally 
generated. 

Ina sense I suspect we 
are fundamentally flawed as 
humans at experiencing the 
physical and electromagnetic 
world, and have evolved lots of 
mental shortcuts that are good 
at keeping us alive, but poor at 
representing what is really out 
there. There are lots of reasons 
why seeing something terrifying 
when presented with incom- 
plete or conflicting information 
would make good evolutionary 
sense - our genes prospering 
from the default position that 
whatever on earth is going 
on, we should get the hell out 
of there! And in credit to the 
Bigfoot hunters, the image of a 
hulking dark figure with glow- 
ing red eyes would certainly do 
the trick for me. 

Ryan Shirlow 
Leeds, West Yorkshire 


Animals & alcohol 


The recent letters about animals 
and alcohol reminded me of 
Richard Brautigan’s hilarious 
short story ‘The Revenge of The 
Lawn’, which features a flock of 
geese and a moonshiner. It’s the 
first story in the book of the same 
name and thanks to Amazon’s 
Look Inside feature anybody can 
check it out for free. If this brings 
more people into the Brautigan 
fandom I will be very pleased. 
Dave Budd 

Walsden, West Yorkshire 


23 Skiddoo! 


Here’s Robert Anton Wilson, 
writing about “The 23 Phenom- 
enon” in Fortean Times in 1977: 
“T first heard of the 23 enigma 
from William S Burroughs, the 


distinguished author of Naked 
Lunch, Nova Express, etc. Accord- 
ing to Burroughs, he had known 

a certain Captain Clark, around 
1960 in Tangier, who once bragged 
that he had been sailing 23 years 
without an accident. That very 
day, Clark’s ship had an accident 
which killed him and everybody 
else on board. Furthermore, while 
Burroughs was thinking about this 
crude example of the irony of the 
gods that evening, a bulletin on 
the radio announced the crash of 
an airliner in Florida, USA. The 
pilot was another Captain Clark 
and the flight was Flight 23. 

“Burroughs began collecting 
odd 23s after this gruesome syn- 
chronicity, and after 1965 I began 
collecting them also. Many of my 
weird 23s were incorporated into 
the trilogy, Mluminatus!, which 
I wrote in collaboration with 
Robert J Shea in 1969-1971...” 
[FT23:32-35] 

Wilson goes on to enumerate 
some of the famous examples of 
23: men and woman contribute 
23 chromosomes to the foetus; 
DNA has bonding irregularities 
every 23" Angstrom; in telegra- 
phers’ code, 23 means ‘bust’ or 
‘break the line’; Hexagram 23 
in the I Ching means ‘breaking 
apart’; the 23" Psalm is standard 
reading at funerals; and Sidney 
Carton is the 23" man guillotined 
in the old stage productions of 
A Tale of Two Cities (possibly the 
origin of the slang expression ‘23 
Skiddoo!’). Also, 2/3 is 0.66666 
etc, Alistair Crowley’s magick 
number repeated endlessly... 
Towards the end of his FT article, 
Wilson (RAW) comments: “As 
a fortean, I am, of course, an 
ontological agnostic and I never 
believe anything literally.” 

Research into the Clark anec- 
dotes by DB, aka “Ian Discord- 
ian”, published in an irregular 
undated free magazine called 
Discordia Britannica, has shown 
that Burroughs was pulling our 
collective leg - no corroborative 
documentation can be found 
about either the ferry sinking in 
Tangier or the airline disaster in 
Florida. Both are fictional. We 
may feel cheated somehow, with 
echoes of the feeling when it 
emerged that Carlos Castaneda 
hadn’t learned about shaman- 
ism and astral projection from 
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Sidney was a greedy man who found the key to good fortune. But, his key 
opened the wrong lock. For luck has two doors and they're both marked 
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a Mexican wizard named Don 
Juan, but had constructed his 
celebrated work in a library. But 
I don’t think we should feel disil- 
lusioned. The Wikipedia entry on 
the 23 Enigma quotes RAW as 
saying: “When you start looking 
for something you tend to find 
it,” and his view that “one can 
find numerological significance 
in anything, provided ‘sufficient 
cleverness’.” 

However, it is noteworthy that 
an issue of the comic book Black 
Magic by Jack Kirby and Joe 
Simon, way back in September 
1952, contained the story ‘23’ that 
recounted bizarre coincidences 
associated with the number 23. 
Edward Young 
London 


Number nineteen 


A remarkable statistical oddity 
was reported on English football’s 
Match of the Day this weekend (5 
Feb 2022). In the FA Cup on Sat- 
urday, Huddersfield Town beat 
near neighbours Barnsley one nil. 
The two towns are approximately 
19 miles apart and 19 places 
separated them in the league 
table as they kicked off. The 
winning goal came in the 19th 
minute scored by Duane Holmes, 
who was wearing number 19. 
Duncan Kaiser 

Pfeffingen, Switzerland 


Left handedness 


Ihave been going through my old 
FTs recently (I have a complete 
run) - and find they still offer un- 
told delights. A letter [FT199:73, 
August 2005] from the late psy- 
chologist Stan Gooch (1932-2010), 
makes some surprising assertions 
about left-handedness: that it 

is much commoner amongst 
homosexuals - particularly 
lesbians; that Neanderthals were 
left-handed, totally promiscuous 
and ruled by women; and that 
left wingers are left-handed - the 
rate in Communist China being 
almost double that of Europe, 
and Labour Wales double that of 
England (and that the Welsh have 


the highest rate of marital infidel- 


ity in Britain). Can all (or indeed 
any) of this be true? 
Roger J Morgan 

By email 


Noel Rooney 
replies: 

Much of the late 
great Stan Gooch’s 
speculations are 
perhaps better 
thought of as 
things that could 
be true; whether 
they are verified 

by evidence (or 
whether they could 
be so verified) is 
another matter. 


The latest evidence | can find 
on the prevalence of left-handed- 
ness does not support his views. 
China appears to have a very 
low incidence (the UK’s is much 
higher); the Netherlands tops the 
list. 

There is some evidence for 
greater prevalence of left-hand- 
edness in gay people, and the 
correlation is greater in women, 
though it is not sufficient to be a 
predictor of sexual orientation. 
No one appears to have tried 
to correlate handedness with 
promiscuity thus far (an IgNobel 
prize awaiting?) nor with political 
leanings. But there is a curious 
piece of research that suggests 
handedness influences positional 
choice (so if you want a leftie to 
vote for you put your name on the 
left of the ballot paper). 

As for red hair, there is certainly 
evidence that a gene for red hair 
was present among Neanderthal 
people, but there is not enough 
evidence to say how prevalent 
it was — at least not yet. And we 
possess genes for red hair that 
are not Neanderthal in origin. 

None of this detracts from 
Gooch’s highly original and won- 
derfully provocative thought and 
writings. 

https:/www.statista.com/ 
chart/20708/rate-of-left-handed- 
ness-in-selected-countries/ 

http:/www.therapyequality.org/ 
apareport/static/55efa8b5e4b0 
c21dd4f4d8ee/t/57d897ef725e 
25c5f1cf0ad0/1473812483706/ 
ContentServer%20(2).pdf 

https:/phys.org/news/2017- 
10-neanderthals-didnt-red-hair.html 

https:/www.theguardian.com/ 
science/shortcuts/2016/feb/16/ 
left-right-handed-influences-politics- 
study 


“| know the expression is 'better the devil you know’, 
but should we actually know one at all?" 
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It Happened to Me... 


Poltergeist tricks? 


These events occurred between 
2008 and 2010. The first was 
around Christmas 2008. | was 
alone in the house at the time, 
sitting on the living room floor 
watching TV with the dog lying 
beside me as | stroked her. 

| heard a rustling sound and 
realised it was coming from the 
Christmas tree. | could see the 
top branches shuffling about, 
as if being moved by a bird ora 
mouse. | got up to investigate, 
but the movement ceased. | 
turned on the main lights and 
looked among the branches 
and all around the furniture, but 
there was no sign of anything 
that could have been moving 
about in the tree. My dog didn’t 
react in any way. 

A few days later, | was in the 
kitchen and heard a distinct 
clatter from the dining room. 
The dog was alone in the room, 
sleeping peacefully in her bed. 
The source of the clatter was 
obvious as | observed a glass 
on the dining room table, rolling 
on its side as if it had just been 
knocked over. There was no 
sign of anything that could have 
caused the glass to topple. 

The third event was a little 
more disturbing. | was once 
more alone in the house, 
sitting in an armchair at the 
back of the living room reading 
when | heard a loud clattering 
at the right-side bay window, 
which was hidden behind the 
television and out of my line 
of vision. The sound was as 
if branches were hitting the 
window in a storm, though there 
were no trees at the front of the 
house and the window looked 
directly onto our driveway. In 
any case, it was a clear, sunny 
day. Unsettled, | didn’t get up 
to investigate until the sound 
ceased. 

At the time we had three 
wooden dolls on the window- 
sill (we may still have them 
somewhere). They were carved 
wooden geisha girls from Japan, 
similar to the familiar Russian 
dolls, though the heads were 
attached separately rather 
than being carved from a single 
block. | found that the cord from 
the blinds had been wrapped 
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“T saw a glass on 
the table, rolling 
as if it had been 
knocked over” 


tightly several times around the 
neck of one of the dolls. There 
were no children in the house 
and this was not something any 
of the adults would have done. 
It was crudely done and the doll 
was elevated slightly from the 
windowsill as if it were being 
hanged. 

The final incident took place 
after we moved house; this 
would have been around Janu- 
ary 2010. Once again, | was 


alone with the dog in the house. 


We had recently had a new gas 
fire fitted and | had it on earlier 
in the evening. It has an ornate 
cast iron grille behind which is 
the switch to ignite the fire. The 
grille just needs to be moved 
to the side and then can be 
put back once the fire is lit. The 
fire was switched off and | had 
been upstairs for some time. 
When | came back down into 
the living room, | noticed that 
the cast iron piece was in the 


middle of the living room floor. 
It looked as if it had been flung 
there. | also noticed the smell 
of gas. | switched off the gas at 
the mains and called for United 
Utilities. An engineer sorted the 
problem quickly. Apparently a 
loose valve, which was in his 
words “the usual culprit”. | 
would not have thought it at all 
sinister if it weren’t for the grille 
being in the middle of the floor. 
Matthew Thorley 

By email 


Purse appears 


Last week, my Mum lost her 
purse. She looked high and low 
for a few days to no avail. One 
morning she came downstairs 
— and there was the purse on 
top of her bag which she'd left 
on the sofa. There was also a 
small puddle of water in the 
middle of the room which she 
couldn’t account for. This made 
me mindful of one of the points 
made in John Fraser’s excellent 
2019 book Poltergeist! — that 
small incidents like this happen 
all the time — and we discount 
them as a JOTT — “Just one of 
those things”. 

Mark Hopper 

By email 


Laundry mystery 


Sometime in the early 1990s, 
my ex-partner Claire was a staff 
nurse in Guys Hospital in Lon- 
don. She was working nights in 
what was then a large Victorian 
building that housed wards for 
older people. This building was 
demolished not long after, and 
some black and glass replace- 
ment was built on the site. 

On one night shift there was 
quite a lot of patients’ bedding 
needing changing through uri- 
nary accidents, so there were 
frequent trips to the laundry 
room for fresh sheets. This 
was down the corridor from the 
ward, but you could see anyone 
enter or leave the doorway. 

At the start of the shift the 
porters had brought a new cage 
of fresh linen to the laundry 
room. A hospital laundry cage 
is a giant metal cage on wheels 
about 7ft (2m) tall by about 3ft 
(90cm) wide and 3ft deep on 
castor wheels. There is a large 
door on one side to take the 
sheets out and it is open at the 
top. On this night the cage was 
full of clean sheets right up to 
the top — several hundred heavy 
sheets. 

Claire was summoned by 
buzzer to a patient who needed 
changing due to incontinence, 
so she made yet another walk 
down to the laundry room to 
get fresh bedding. She had 
been there only 10 minutes 
earlier. She was stunned to find 
that the metal laundry cage 
was now upside down. All the 
sheets were still neatly stacked 
inside, but the top was now on 
the floor with the castor wheels 
pointing at the ceiling! 

Some medical students or 
other jokers couldn’t have done 
it as a wind-up as the whole 
thing weighed about a ton and 
would have needed about eight 
men to move it — and anyway 
there wasn’t enough space in 
the room to tip it upside down. 
And the sheets would have all 
fallen out, but they were still 
neatly stacked (albeit upside 
down). Not to mention that 
Claire would have heard and 
seen them in a quiet night shift. 

Claire told her fellow nurse, 
who was just as stunned and 


frightened as she was. For the 
rest of the night neither had the 
courage to go back in the laun- 
dry room, and the poor patients 
had to make do with inconti- 
nence pads and no sheets. 
Cathy Peake 

Barnet, London 


Nocturnal guides 


| only recalled the following 
incident after 28 years as a 
result of a dream and a chance 
conversation with my mother. 
In July 1992, when | was 15, 
my mother, elder brother and 
| went on a family holiday in 
Cyprus. Our flight had been 
delayed and we arrived at 
night. My uncle had posted us 
directions from the airport to 
his villa in a fairly remote village 
in southern Cyprus. As | sat in 
the back looking up out the rear 
window of our hire car admiring 
the starry sky, my mother and 
brother realised they had taken 
a wrong turning somewhere in 
the dark and were now lost. 
We had been driving about 45 
minutes and it was now about 
2am. 

| began to pray, some- 
thing which | usually only did 
in church. Presently | saw 
headlights approaching, the 
first vehicle we had seen since 
leaving the airport. | demanded 
we stop, jumped out the car 
and, standing in the middle of 
the dirt track, flagged the car 
down. | approached and saw 
what | thought was an interior 
light and spoke to the two front 
seat occupants. | merely said 
“Maroni”, the village we could 
not locate. | can’t recall a voice 
answering but | felt that they 
understood and that we were 
to follow them. After about 
20 minutes my mother said 
she started to remember the 
village we had entered from the 
time we had visited eight years 
earlier. The car we were follow- 
ing stopped ahead. My mother 
flashed her lights and the other 
car drove away without asking 
us if we had found where we 
were going. What absolutely 
amazed us was that the car 
had stopped right outside my 
uncle’s villa, which was not well 
signposted or lit. Much to our 
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Andy (surname on file) 
Stourbridge, West Midlands 


Grandmother’s 
bread 


In 1986-1987 | was living in 
Glasnevin in the north of Dublin 
as an exchange student. | liked 
life there — but one thing | really 
missed was German bread. 
You can only eat so much toast 
before you long for good dark 
bread. 

One night, when | was almost 
half asleep, | heard a knock 
on the door. It opened, and my 
grandmother walked in, saying 
she had brought me a loaf of 
German rye bread. As much as 
| liked her, | was very tired, and | 
told her | was too sleepy to talk, 
that she should put the bread 
at the end of my blanket, and 
that we’d meet in the morning. 

When | awoke the next 
morning, first thing in my mind 
was the bread. | noticed there 
wasn’t any on my bed, so | 
jumped out, kneeled on the car- 
pet and looked under the bed 
to see if it had fallen there. 

There was no bread under 
the bed, and then it suddenly 
and rather violently dawned on 
me that my granny couldn’t pos- 
sibly have been here the previ- 
ous evening. After all, | was in 
Ireland. It was only then that 


| realised there was another 
reason she couldn't be here, as 
she had died a year before. 

Now, the encounter with 
my dead grandmother was as 
real as anything | have ever 
experienced, and had | been 
in Germany, and had it been 
before my grandmother died, | 
would have been one hundred 
per cent certain she had really 
been in my room. 

To this day, no matter what 
explanations there are for 
experiences like this, | say that 
my grandmother gave me a last 
goodbye. 

Ulrich Magin 
Hennef, Germany 


Electronic blip 


Last Saturday was the 10th 
anniversary of my mother-in- 
law’s death. Susan Higginson 
died suddenly in the early hours 
of 11 September 2011. My 
husband David always marked 
the anniversary by going to the 
churchyard where she was bur- 
ied. However, this year he was 
extremely wary owing to anxiety 
over Covid, so he stayed away. 
Both of us were in a heightened 
state of anxiety that day and 
for most of the evening. We 
had a blazing row and then we 
noticed that the television was 
blinking and the screen of our 
laptop computer went blank 
and the screen icons vanished. 
David decided he would go to 
his mother’s grave first thing 
the following morning. When 

he returned, he switched the 
laptop back on. It sprang back 
to life and started to work as 


normal. 
Mrs Deborah Higginson 
Knowle, West Midlands 


Welford’s farewell 


Helen Barrell’s ‘Experi- 

ences of continued presence’ 
[FT405:55] reminded me of a 
similar experience | had shortly 
after my beloved cat Welford 
died in June 2020. He'd been 
poorly for some time and we 
had to take the painful decision 
to put him to sleep. We were 
utterly devastated and took 
him home to be buried in the 
garden. On the second morning 
after his death, | woke with a 
start having heard a very loud 
miaow outside of our bedroom 
door. | sat up immediately and 
listened, although | thought 

it had been the tail end of a 
dream. At the same moment, 
my husband sat up and looked 
at me. “Did you hear that?” he 
asked. “Welford?” | answered. 
He nodded. 

We both scrambled out of 
bed and went out onto the land- 
ing, where of course Welford 
wasn’t. We do have another cat 
but she never ventures upstairs 
as this was where Welford used 
to sleep and they didn’t get on 
very well. We went downstairs 
and there she was, fast asleep. 
She could have miaowed in her 
sleep but the sound we heard 
was so loud that this seemed 
impossible, and as cat owners 
will know, no two cats have 
the same miaow — the one we 
heard was definitely Welford’s. 
We haven’t heard or seen 
anything since, and there is the 
possibility that we were having 
some kind of shared auditory 
hallucination in response to 
our grief, but | like to think that 
perhaps it really was Welford 
saying his final goodbye. 

Kate Lowe 
Hugglescote, Leicestershire 
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Boggart comparison — 


Mutatis mutandis, Bowker’s Pillion 
Lady boggart case [FT416:33] has 
striking similarities with Maria 
Roux’s ghost from South Africa a 
century later: compare “The old 
mare ran as she never had run 
before: the hedgerows and trees 
seemed to fly past” (globalgreye- 
books.com/online-ebooks/james- 
bowker/goblin-tales-of-lancashire/ 
the-pillion-lady.html) with “Only 
when [Andre Coetzee] had 
reached 100mph [on his motorcy- 
cle] did the passenger disappear” 
(Janet and Colin Bord, Modern 
Musteries of the World, 1989, p.89).1I 
don’t know what the Afrikaans for 
“boggart” would be. 

Richard George 

St Albans, Hertfordshire 


Needles & bottle men 


Regarding Nick Maloret’s letter 
‘Bags, dogs and cats’ [FT415:71], a 
friend of mine had a similar (but 
darker) experience. Driving his 
jeep down a dirt track that saw 
hardly any traffic but was near to 
a few houses, he spotted what ap- 
peared to be an empty brown sack 
lying in his path. He drove over 

it, only to realise too late that it 
had been a sleeping dog. Needless 
to say, it didn’t jump up and run 
away. 

e Further to the teachers’ nick- 
names detailed in Classical Corner 
[FT415:14-15], we had a chemistry 
teacher whose first name was Fred, 
and we simply reversed it to Derf. 
Why? He just looked like a Derf, 

I guess. 

e [enjoyed ‘Taking The Future 
As Read’ [FT415:40-44]. The 
Simpsons have been quite good at 
predictions. For example, in 2000 
they forecast a certain Donald 
Trump would become President. 

e Regarding needle panics 
[FT416:71], ’'ve read newspaper 
reports that it would be difficult 
to inject a drug into someone 
without their knowledge. My un- 
derstanding is that it takes quite 
a few seconds to inject enough of 
a drug to have a noticeable effect, 
and once a person felt the prick of 
a needle they would almost cer- 
tainly react by moving away. There 
may well be a few sick individuals 
who go around poking people with 
needles, but I would suggest that 
anyone who has definitely been 
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Gary Numan 


British synth-pop pioneer Gary 
Numan relates some interest- 
ing paranormal experiences in 
his recent autobiography (R) 
evolution (Constable, 2020). 
As a Middlesex teenager in the 
early 1970s, Numan (then plain 
Gary Webb) and a friend would 
often venture into London on 
the tube, usually disembark- 
ing at Piccadilly Circus. On one 
occasion, they were following 
an old man “dressed with 
more than a hint of the 1940s 
about him, including a hat”, 
towards what they presumed 
was an exit. At the top of a long 
escalator, the old man turned 
left, into what Numan and his 
friend, following closely behind, 
found was a dead end, with no 
egress that the old man could 
have disappeared into. Numan 
used the ghost’s sartorial style 
as the basis for the outfits 

he wore on the covers of his 
early 80s albums Dance and |, 
Assassin (pp 21-22). Numan 
also describes this story in an 
interview in FT273:76 (April 
2011). 

The other major incidents 
took place in 1981. That year, 
Numan was living in a house 
at Virginia Water, Surrey. 

One afternoon, both Numan 
and his housemate “heard 

a young girl’s voice call out 
gently, ‘Gary’”. Thinking it was a 
female fan who had snuck into 
the house, the pair searched 
inside and outside the house 
thoroughly, finding no sign of 
an actual girl, even though they 
heard the voice a couple more 
times. Shortly after this, the 
house exhibited mild signs of 
haunting, with doors open- 

ing by themselves and lights 
turning themselves on and off. 
Numan would leave lights on 

in the house before leaving for 
studio sessions, and would 
often return in the early hours 
to find the house swathed in 
darkness. Freaked out, Numan 
stayed with his parents for a 
few days before returning to 
the house, which now had a dif- 
ferent ‘feel’ to it, the haunting 
apparently having ceased. Nu- 
man subsequently lived there 


for several more years with no 
further ghostly experiences to 
report. (pp.109-110). 

While recording the Dance 
album in mid-1981, Numan and 
his then girlfriend were again 
driving home from the studio in 
the early hours of the morn- 
ing when they had a UFO/UAP 
encounter. Numan relates that 
the small road they were on 
was “very quiet, as if we were 
the only car on it” (the ‘Oz fac- 
tor’ at work?). As they crossed 
a motorway, both saw “a huge 
light coming out of the clouds, 
shaped like an upside-down 
pyramid, with the pointy end 
just touching the surface of the 
road”. In the low cloud Numan 
could see that the light was 
coming through the clouds from 
what appeared to be “a perfect 
square shape, like the base of 
a pyramid, but only the edges”. 
Numan and his girlfriend 
stopped the car and got out, 
expecting to hear a helicopter, 
but there was “no noise at all”. 
The phenomenon disappeared 
when they were getting back 
into the car (p.114). This experi- 
ence is particularly interesting 
in light of the fact that Numan 
was fond of using pyramid 
iconography in his stage shows 
and album covers (the sleeve 
of Numan’s classic 1979 
album The Pleasure Principle 
features a besuited Numan at 
a desk next to an ornamental 
pyramid, glowing red). This 
might suggest that a sleep- 
deprived Numan had some kind 
of hypnagogic vision using a 
symbol of personal significance, 
although this doesn’t explain 
why his girlfriend witnessed 
the same image. Folie a deux, 
perhaps? 

Dean Ballinger 
Hamilton, New Zealand™ 


drugged would have ingested it ina 
drink. Perhaps a reader with medi- 
cal knowledge could comment. 

e The postcard and account of 
Besom Jamie [FT416:77] reminds 
me of the itinerant Bottle Men of 
Nairobi, Kenya. I lived there in the 
early 1960s, and these chaps made 
at least part of their living from 
collecting bottles from the more 
affluent neighbourhoods and sell- 
ing them on, or getting the deposit 
back. I think it was a precarious 
existence; we gave shelter to one 
of these men for a few days. lam 
not aware of any postcards featur- 
ing them; the cards feature white 
sandy beaches, elephants, lions and 
local tribespeople, but the Bottle 
Men remain unrecorded. 

Dave Miles 
By email 


Beastly pretender 


As far as I’m concerned, the 
Aleister Crowley pseudo-offspring 
[FT414:32-37] with the most 
distinction was Harry Smith, the 
experimental filmmaker and 

field recordist behind the famous 
Anthology of American Folk Music. A 
student of alchemy and the occult, 
Smith eventually joined Crowley’s 
Ordo Templi Orientis. 

According to an article in The 
Miami Rail by Kevin Arrow, “Harry 
Smith claimed to be either the 
lost son of the Grand Duchess 
Anastasia Nikolaevna, daughter of 
the last Russian tsar who escaped 
assassination during the Russian 
Revolution, or the orphan of British 
occultist Aleister Crowley, depend- 
ing on who he was talking to. 
Public records indicate that he was 
actually born in Portland, Oregon. 
He was brought up in the Pacific 
Northwest by parents who were 
practising Theosophists.” 

Interviewed for Sing Out! 
magazine in 1968, Smith told John 
Cohen: “As a matter of fact, my 
mother did know Crowley at about 
that time. She saw him running 
down the beach, perhaps in 1913 or 
1915.” When Cohen said, “But he’s 
not your father,” Smith replied, “I 
don’t know... I suppose there’s a 
possibility that President Coolidge 
was.” Though Smith clearly liked 
the possibility he might be related 
to Crowley, it’s obvious the possibil- 
ity was a very small one. 

Brett Taylor 
Wartburg, Tennnessee 
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JAN BONDESON shares another deltiological discovery from his prodigious 
collection of postcards. This month’s pictorial blast from the past recalls an 
unsual event on the streets of Edwardian London: an escaped bear on the loose! 


27. THE KINGS CROSS BEAR HUNT 


ABOVE LEFT: Phillip as a regimental pet. ABOVE RIGHT: A postcard with vignettes from the bear’s escape and his London adventures. 


In early Edwardian times, the 
London-based 2nd Life Guards 
had an animal mascot: the black 
bear Phillip, born in America 

in 1904 and presented to the 
regiment at Windsor as a cub. 
Quite a few Army regiments 
kept bears or other animals 

as pets back in those days, a 
habit that had already been 
widespread in Victorian times. 
The bear had always been tame 
and tractable: if one of the 
officers offered him a biscuit, 
he followed him like a kitten. 
Phillip had never been known 
to attack or bite any person, and 
children could play with him 
without danger. In September 
1906, when Phillip had grown 
too large for his cage, he was 
offered to the Dublin Zoological 
Gardens, and the offer was 
accepted. The plan was to 
transport the bear from Albany 
Street Barracks to Euston 
Station, from which the bear 


would be sent to Dublin by train. 


Phillip was locked up ina 
special travelling cage that was 


a 
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loaded onto a large horse-drawn 
railway van. Many of the officers 
came to say goodbye to him, sad 
to see their regimental mascot 
taken off to Ireland. Phillip was 
equally dismayed at leaving the 
regimental quarters, roaring 
loudly and clawing at the cage. 
In Euston Road, the bear got 
his paws into the ventilation 
hatches, wrenching one of 

the sides of the cage straight 
off. Before the driver of the 

van could react, Phillip leapt 
from the vehicle, scattering 
Londoners in all directions as 
he set off at pace down Argyle 
Street, in the direction of Gray’s 
Inn Road. 

Half a dozen men tried to 
block the street, but Phillip 
pushed past them. He was 
pursued by a mob of boys and 
men shouting “A wild bear is 
loose!”, “Shoot him!” and “Give 
him a piece of poisoned meat!” 
Unnerved by the agitated 
shouts from the mob, Phillip 
took refuge in the saloon bar 
at the Pindar of Wakefield 


public house at 328 Gray’s Inn 
Road (today the Water Rats live 
music venue), rushing round 
the bar, overturning tables and 
smashing glasses. He remained 
in possession of the saloon 

bar for a few minutes, before 
running out towards King’s 
Cross Road, pursued by the 
mob. When a boy named Charles 
Mailes tried to grab the bear, 
the animal bit him hard in the 
hand. 

Turning into King’s Cross 
Road, Phillip dashed up the 
steep ascent of Penton Place 
(today Penton Rise), where he 
took refuge in a garden. A troop 
of 30 police constables had 
arrived on the scene, attempting 
to lasso the bear with a long 
rope, but without success. By 
now Phillip was becoming 
seriously exasperated: he 
snapped at the annoying mob, 
biting a boy hard in the calf and 
several men in the hands and 
fingers. In the end, the police 
were able to corner the furious 
bear, and catch him in a large 


net. Roaring mightily, Phillip 
was carried to the King’s Cross 
Road police station, where he 
was provided with a meal of 
dog biscuits and locked up in 
one of the cells overnight. The 
following day, he was taken 
back to the Albany Street 
Barracks, where he would 
become a military prisoner until 
a stronger travelling cage had 
been constructed. 

There are still official 
regimental mascots out there. 
The Irish Guards have a fine 
Trish Wolfhound, the Queen’s 
Royal Hussars a large drum 
horse, the Parachute Regiment a 
Shetland pony, and the Mercian 
Regiment a regimental ram. The 
Royal Welsh Regiment have a 
regimental goat, which I once 
met when it was carrying out a 
ceremony at Cardiff Castle. In 
addition, there are a number 
of unofficial regimental pets: 
dogs, eagles and ferrets, but no 
bears any more, an informative 
article in Country Life magazine 
assures us. 
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FORTEAN TIMES is a monthly 
magazine of news, reviews and 
research on strange phenomena 
and experiences, curiosities, 
prodigies and portents. It was 
founded by Bob Rickard in 1973 to 
continue the work of Charles Fort 
(1874-1932). 

Born of Dutch stock in Albany, 
New York, Fort spent many years 
researching scientific literature in 
the New York Public Library and 
the British Museum Library. He 
marshalled his evidence and set 
forth his philosophy in The Book of 
the Damned (1919), New Lands 
(1923), Lo! (1931), and Wild 
Talents (1932). 

He was sceptical of dogmatic 
scientific explanations, observing 
that some scientists tended to 
argue according to their personal 
beliefs rather than the rules of 
evidence and that inconvenient 
data were ignored, suppressed, 
discredited or explained away. 
He criticised modern science for 
its reductionism, its attempts to 
define, divide and separate. Fort’s 
dictum “One measures a circle 
beginning anywhere” expresses 


instead his philosophy of Continuity 
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in which everything is in an 
intermediate and transient state 
between extremes. 

He had ideas of the Universe-as- 
organism and the transient nature 
of all apparent phenomena, coined 
the term ‘teleportation’, and was 
perhaps the first to speculate that 
mysterious lights seen in the sky 
might be craft from outer space. 
However, he cut at the very roots 
of credulity: “I conceive of nothing, 
in religion, science or philosophy, 
that is more than the proper thing 
to wear, for a while.” 

Fort was by no means the first 
person to collect anomalies and 
oddities — such collections have 
abounded from Greece to China 
since ancient times. Fortean 
Times keeps alive this ancient task 
of dispassionate weird-watching, 
exploring the wild frontiers between 
the known and the unknown. 

Besides being a journal of 
record, FT is also a forum for 
the discussion of observations 
and ideas, however absurd or 
unpopular, and maintains a 
position of benevolent scepticism 
towards both the orthodox and 
unorthodox. FT toes no party line. 
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STRANGE, DEATHS 


BTHIS MORTAL COIL 


Gloria Ann Jordan, 41, of Wichita 

Falls, Texas, was arrested for 
manslaughter after her roommate 

Gloria Farmer died of suffocation 

in a house they shared with 

a third, unnamed, person. 

Initially police did not believe 

Farmer’s death was suspicious, 

but several days later the third 

roommate came forward to voice 

her suspicions, which she had 

initially held back due to her fear 

of Jordan. She told them that Jordan 

had put her hand on Farmer’s forehead 
while she was sitting in an office chair, 
pushing her backwards until the chair fell 
over, praying fervently all the time, then 
sat on Farmer’s chest, continuing to pray, 
until she stopped breathing, despite their 
roommate’s efforts to pull her off and 
Farmer’s pleas that she couldn’t breathe. 
In a separate incident, Jordan was 
reported to have repeatedly slammed 
another woman’s head into a wall while 
shouting “I rebuke you in the name of the 
Lord.” kwtx.com, 2 Feb 2022. 


A 66-year-old man from Innisfail, 
Queensland, Australia, was driven to a 
park by a 36-year-old companion, who 
then severed his leg below the knee with 
a circular saw, assisted him back to the 
car, and left the park on foot. A passer- 

by found the injured man and called 
emergency services, but the man died 
shortly afterwards. Police swiftly arrested 
his younger companion, and said they 
believed he had an arrangement with the 
victim to saw off his leg, although they 
are unclear as to what the motive was. 
Detective Inspector Gary Hunter described 
the incident as “tragic” and said: “During 
my 34 years as a police officer, I’ve never 
experienced a situation such as we are 
presented with here today.” BBC News, 20 
Feb 2022. 


A 28-year-old man driving a Lexus in San 
Diego, California, veered to the right for 
no immediately apparent reason and 
smashed into a parked vehicle, initiating 
a chain reaction that ended in a six-car 
pile-up. He was the only casualty in the 
accident and when police arrived at the 
scene, they found that his car’s airbag 
had been set off and that there was a 
large amount of blood in the vehicle, as 
well as a knife, and that protein powder 
was spread throughout the car. They 
took the injured man to hospital where 
he later died from a stab wound in his 
neck. Police believe that the man had 
been trying to mix the protein powder 
into a container of water with a knife 


while driving, and that this 
caused him to be distracted and 
hit the parked vehicle. This impact 
then triggered the airbag, which 
drove the knife into the man’s 
neck, causing the fatal injury. 
sandiegowuniontribune.com, 20 
* Feb 2022. 


A Florida man was cleaning the 


ae ) parking lot of a Publix Supermarket 


in Brandon with a street sweeping 

vehicle when, at 11.20pm, he pulled 
out of the carpark and into the eastbound 
lanes of the adjacent highway to do a 
U-turn before returning to the parking 
lot. As he did so, he crossed the path 
of a Chevrolet Corvette which struck the 
sweeper and threw him out of the front 
of the vehicle; the sweeper however, 
continued going and ran over the man, 
killing him. wftv.com, 20 Feb 2022. 


Police seeking the driver who killed a 
retired woman out for her daily walk, 
and apparently tried to conceal the 
crime by moving her body to secluded 
woodland, picked up Colby Martin, 29, 
after spotting his pickup with severe 
front-end damage in a Walmart car park. 
On investigation, Martin was found to 
have the victim’s phone, so was charged 
with manslaughter and attempting 

to conceal a body. However, DNA 

tests and an investigation of Martin’s 
search history, which revealed he had 
viewed pornography involving dead 

or unconscious women, made police 
review their charges and arrest him for 
murder as they now believe that he had 
deliberately struck the woman with his 
truck and then taken her body to the 
woods in order to have sex with her 
corpse. nypost.com, 20 Feb 2022. 


When Dr Jamie Butler, 54, and his wife, 
Margaret, returned to the ridge in the 
Lake District where he had proposed to 
her 27 years earlier, they found misty 
conditions and poor visibility. By the time 
they reached Striding Edge, a rocky area 
close to Helvellyn’s summit, Margaret 
was too tired to continue, so stopped to 
rest while her husband carried on alone 
for the short remaining distance. When 
he didn’t return, she called after him, 

but got no response, so contacted the 
police. They sent out mountain rescue, 
who found Butler’s body with significant 
injuries. He had apparently fallen from 
the ridge and was pronounced dead at 
the scene. “He will be forever missed. He 
died doing what he loved,” said Margaret. 
theguardian.com, 14 Feb 2022. 
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